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too ofton told—that tho uuiversal advico of
all the best authorities on the subject is, v
destroyall traces of decomposing organic mat-
ter of overy sort—iu short, to wash, disinfect
and be ¢lewn—and not to rely upon quaran-
tines, which, as many state, ave liable to do
more harm than good by giving a fulse
gecurity. The general opinion is that the
disease will reach this contineat next sum-
mer, it mway be ealy. It will travel along
the lines of railways, and the clenness places
wili suffer least. ‘Towns which are perfectly
clean it will not visit. As to its being con-
tagions—communicable from one person to
another— there is a difference of opinion.  As
to its development on filth, and gpread thave-
from Dby air or water to the human body,
there is no difference of opsnien, Aad the
worst of all filth is that putrifying in Ladly-
built sewers and -~ pri»y vaults,

Tue RepoR: on births, inarviages aad
deaths for 1. Teovince of Ontario fur the
year 1883 is b .t just received as we go to
press. The volume manifests th~ :sual care
in its compilation, and while there was a fair
increase in the numbeyr of lirths registered
d :ing the year, there was a falling off in the
number of deaths. 'There vere considerably
more than twice as many births as dexths
registered. In the chief citics, the registra-
tions must be fairly complete, but whea
many counties only register a death ratc of
from 7 i0 10 per 1,000 of population. itshows
great defects somewhere. The chief officer in
the work, 2ATv. Inspector Crewe, appears to
do all that can reasorably or possibly be done
in the circumstances to make the system suc-
cessful, but now, after thirteen or fourteen
years of such imperfect returns, it is plain
that either one or the other of Lwo things
must be done : either prepare for enforcing
the syStem by persigtont fining of all who
neglect to register, or alter the system en
tirely. We purpose noticing sdne interesting
poits in the report in our next issue.

Wiy Not ABANDON the collection of vital

statistics so far as the Ontario system is con-
cerned, and leave the work to the Federal

authorities? Wo can sco no possible advan-
tage iu the province incurring the expense of
a coutinuation of the system, and helieve
that if the matter wovo fairly laid bofore the
Tederal and Loceal Governments, an arrange-
ment might be settled upon by which the
former would extend stilt further the method
first put in operation about twe years ago,and
collect the vital statistics of the whole Do-
minion.

PrACTICAL SANITATION—TIE OUP-CLOSET.
—A physician and member of parliament,
now in Ottawa attending the session, who
has a large general practice in Ontario, and
who, by the way, is one of the ollest sub-
scribers wo this JourNar, has been deserib-
ing to tho editor the way in which he las
his out-closet arranged, and how the excreta
is disposed of at ™is Lome in a county town,
1% is well worthy of imitation by thousands
of heads of families throughout the country.
As he remarked, some would think the plan
a very troublesome one, but e is of a differ-
ent opision ; it is cemparativley no trouble
at o1 or the trouble is not worth mention-
ing. He bhad two ordinary coal oil barrels
sawed in two tramsversely, thus providing
for fou: closet seats. These are fixed on
runners and the whole placed under the
seats. The closet is raised,and open belind,
below the seat, in order that the tubs formed
by the half burrels may be drawn out when
filied and returned again under the seats.
Every day, ashes from a large tin can in the
closet ave thrown over the exereta. When
the tubs ave full, they are drawn out by a
horse and the contents pub upon the garden.
Therzs is no offensive smell whatever. The
father of the writer, at his home, 30 years
ago,disposed of the closet excrota ina similar
manner, the only difference being, that a
long plank box -vas used instead of tubs, and
earth instead of ashes.

Tre ENGLISE CHOLERA COMMISSION, Dus.
Klein and Gibbes, have published their pre-
liminary report. 16 has been given in some
of the daily papers and we need not occupy
the space of this Journar with it. Suffice
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