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paper or diictisqion may suggest te the Tvind of the hearer a train of
thouglit Ieading up to untoid benefit, to iînself and those under his care.
It (vives hirn renewed aiud increased enthiusiaisil, without which we are
unable to work successfuily or cofral.The minds of ruen are not,
ail of the sanie cast, hience we find ail the sies andi shades of a question
takzen up and inspected critically in ail] their v'arying aspects. Fail-
ures as weil as successes are, or shouiti be, recordeti andi discussed. The
confession of mnistakes and failures, while it requires a great deai of
moral courage, is a means of imparting great, information of a profitable
character. The most brilliant and astute ob.qervers, the most successful
practitioners, have ail made niiistakes and hiad disniai failures. the recital
of which serves to encouraf.re the more tirniid by showing that the iead-
ing men do not live and work on a highfer plane than the ordînary
observer, that these men have their perpiexities andi triais to overcome
-aill of which aflords niuch instruction and encouragement to those who
are diffident andi less cour-ageous-thiat "gcenins consists, chiefly, in anl
intinite capacity for taki.ng pains."~

ilints of a valuabie character are frequently dropped, in discussions,
even from the ruost h-tmible, -whichi may take root, and bear fruit in the
xninds of the most erudite.

The beneficiai resuits of these meetings are not confineti to science.
The ethicai andi social side is quite as important. Medical men are
inclined to livo within themseives, or within certain ring(s or cir~cleq, to
the exclusion of their ;ieighbors. At the Medical Association ail barriers
are, or shouid be, broken down. The hiatchet of professionai. strife shouid
be laid aside anti the brethren dwveli together in peace anti learn to know
each other-to know that our confreres are not the professional cut-throats
anti free lances we hat imagineti-to know that they belong, to a profes-
sion wvhose members are uniteti and cementeti by the bonds of fellow-
ship, laboring wvith er'thusiasmi at the grreatest of ail sciences, viz., the
alieviation of human suff ering and the conqueringy of disease.

THE A.NCESTRY 0F OUR PROFESSION.

The domain of science and literature has been aptiy likened to a
republic, wherein ail its votaries are regrarded as being upon an equaiity.
1t, makes its own laws, ecdl member having an eqluai riglit with his
fellow. Truiy, there is no royal road to leamning. Ail must keep the
same weary vigils. As scientists, we owe no ailegiance to any nation-
aiity, kindred, race or tongue. We aIl treati the sanie broad platfornw,
eadh contributing bis quota to the general funti of knowledge. Each
generation lias handed down its experience, whidhi has been verified and
perfected by foliowing generations. Thus the generai fund o? know-


