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miaistered for a long period, or it would not have been found in such abundance,
and difftused over se great an extent ; it being estitnated fron the quantity ob-
tained, chat at lcast 30 drachms inust have been contained in the body. It
il of unportance to renark, that although the body had bren buried for t wenty-
one months, and no traces of the brain, heart, or other inusleks reim.ained, the
poison vas yet detectible in the remaining portion of the lungs and intestines,
andi hat ilt ld undergone a partial reduction through the putrefactive prcuess
in the body itsclf. That the acetate vas not, however, comnpletely decomposed,
was seen by prucuring from the intestinal contentq a solubl sa!t. This shows
aiso that thle acetate, like other metallie saits soluble in wateriirre or leds resists
the potrefactive procesq, and that the decay of organic structures impregnated
%ith it mnay be delayed,-the putrefactîve procesj, whieh ordinarily commniences
in the abdominial organs, being in this case much less advanced in the large
intestine than in other parts of the body. The finding so considerable a portion
of the lcad in the lungs is also therapeutically interesting, in regard to the admi-
nistration of the substance in hSnopitysis and phthisis.

It seeis that the uinister, who wvas formierly mnild iL his manners, became
hittediy morose and impatient, exhibitirg signs of the peculiar tuelancholy gene-
tated in tabes muetalaica ; while with this were conjoined all the ordinary symup-
toms of gradual lead-poisoning, even to the occurrence of attacks of paralysis.-
Dschr.à,' Repest.

ON THE DETECTION OF MERCTRY EN THE BODY OF A PERSON
DYLNG OF MERCURIAL CACIIEXY.

By M. Gorup-Besant:.

Tiat qsicksilver is one of the muetals capable of absorption ioto the eco-
Domy is a !"ell-kniownl flet, detected as it has been by various ehemists, not only
il the blood, but in the secrt tions of various organn, and especially the saliva,
and in the structure of the organs themlselves. But as to the mode of ils distri-
bation, the duration f its presence in the various organs, and whether it is found
tall or certain tisbues only, are points yet to be investigated. Dr. Gorup-
Beainez relates the results of a recent investigation of the body of a wvoman,
Ibo was long (twenty-five years) laboriously engaged in silvering looking-

lsee, but who, fromi the convulsive tremors thmat were induced, had been
Wiged te desist from her occupation for a ycar prier te death.

The soiewhat collapsed brain did not entirely fill the skull, and the dura
titer was of a reddish-blue froni the venous congestion. The consistency of the

ia was firier than usual. The lungs were hepatized, loaded with dark.
ttoured blood, and non-crepitant.

The chenical results obtained by following the processes of Fresenius and
Ibo were as fullows. The lungs and heart gave no traces of mercury ; a very

!tl qulantity was detected in the liver, and none in the bile. A doubtful pre-
601ate was thrown d)wn upon the gold plate by the brain, while the spinal
01mi presented no traces. That any remains at all should be found after a
itisremarkable, and is confiriatory of other facts, proving how long certain

itAls, c.g. antimony, may be retained in the economy. 'I'hat the liver was thp
eJorgan in which it could then be detected, confirmis the doctrine that netal-

isonlous substances are longest found in that organ.-Buchnier's Reper t.


