
EXCELbiofl.

CLASS OF '98.
'l'le next inember of the "GlIass Of '98," about whomnit is ne

ýour duty to venture a few remarkzs is D. MPeÏ-n. WTe enter upen
the task with a strange admixture of p)leasure and fear; pb-ýasure,
because it is always pleasant to pay a tril)ute to nicrnt; fear, f91
the inability of our pen to do justice to the subjeet of this
skzetch. Tfie greatness of the t-.sk, however, does flot arise t':om
the magnitude of his pers3on, f ir with him as nii>û many great
personages, ve find a laage mind lodgred in à sn'all body.

Brouglit up in the beautif ul and stirring town of Sydney Mines,
-%vitIî the humn of busy maciniery iii bis cars, andl many examples of
that power which a truc education gives l)efore hinî, D's mind
cearly acquired 'i thirst for knowledge and a desire to penetrate
within the muner eircle, to fatxom those secrets known only ia the
,chosen few. This thurst it îvas whiclî caused hiim to mnake good
progress in the school of bis native village; this dc&'re it was wbichi
led hlm at an carly age to pr*ýsent himnself at St. F. X. College,
thiere, to have opened before bis eyes a broader field for his
activity, and to, have his intellect fed on thxe clioicý pabuluili
-which such an institution alone can furnish.

To a casual observer, thiere was very littie in D's appearance
to attract attention; but a second look at bis open and ingenuious
ýcountenance, served to convincee one i)f the gentleness and xnodesty
,of his nature. No need vb-en thinking of hixn to recaîl those
famous lines of Burns,-

"Owad some pow'r tixe giftce gje ns.
To sec oursels as others sec us !

Or, if recalled, these hunes in bis case would bear a9-1 interpreta-
tion opposite to what the poet int,-nded.

Jovial and fulîl of bumor, McP. soon became a prine favorite
w'ith ail classes in the College, but especially with thc youinger
mnembers. Often were we almost terrified, imaginingy some dire
calamity about t- bappen, on bebolding, wbat appeared to
be a hune of approacbing soldiers, their bayonets glistening irn the
light; but whieli on a nearer approacb proved to be notbing, more
f ormidable than a number of the litW1 boys with D. at theh: heud,
bearing aloft poles, sticks and other equally dan gerous weapons8,
and marcbingr in a body to attack the stronghiold of the kapîS.

Dau's patriotism knew no bounds. Not content with bring-
ing bis single arin to bis conntry's defeuce, lie eudeavored t,,


