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The widow must wear a single coarse garment, and eat cnly one meal &
day, and never take part in the family feasts. The relations and neigh-
bors of her husband call her bad names, and curse her as the cause of his
death. She is slways looked upon vwith suspicion, lest she may some time
bring disgrace upon ti:e family by some improper act. She is closely con-
fined to the house—forbidden even to associate with female friends. . . .
Her life, destitute of the least literary knowledge, void of all hope, empty
of every pleasure and social advantage, becomes intolerable—a curse to
herself and to sociciy at large.”

Rev. W. R. Boggs, D.D., after fifteen yvears among the Telugas,
commeats on the show of heathenism at Chicago :

¢ Men have set before themselves an ideal heathen religion that never
existed. There ought to have been a fuller exhibition of Hinduism at Chi-
cago. There shouid have been a Temple of Kali, with a statue of the
goddess adorned with a necklace of skulls. There should have been an
idol car such as exists in every rillage of Burma, covered with obscene
figures. There should have been “ holy men,” unwashed, filthy, almost
naked, and grossly immoral. There should have been lancing girls, by
caste and profession and practice, prostitutes. These are paris of Hindu-
ism. Talk about comparative religion is nonsense. As well talk of com-
parative deities or comparative universes.”

L. This Parliament of Religions was a mistake, in establishing a bad
precedent.  Already it has instituted a new order, and we are likely to have
a series of such parliaments, as a new feature of the world’s evolution
toward a perfect state, or, as a quaint missionary insists on spelling it,
devil-opement. At Long Beach, in August last, a parliament was held cn a
small scale, every day being given to the prescataiion of some of the world's
religions, addresses being made by very ¢ distinguished clergymen.”

The original parliament had scarcely adjourned when the air was fall
of the ramors of the new religious Lrotherhood, whose platform was to be
broad enough for Christians, Icbrews, Agnostics, Confucians, and Pagaus
to stand in loving fellowship ; and the ‘¢ Christians™ were to include Uni-
versalists and Unitarians, ail sects and no sccts, Hicksite Quakers, Swe-
denborgians, and disciples of Ethical Cultare !

The Associated Press announced :

¢ The system of organization has alrexdy been formulated, and the
pla1 on which it will be promulgated is broad enough to include every
member of the Parliament of Religions. To its fellowship all who desire
to promote love, righteousness, and truth in the world will be invited. A
number of liberal Chicago preachers have taken an active interest in the
work of founding the new church, and it is a matter of but a short time
before it will be an cstablished institution. It will be without a creed.
The constitution upon which the organization will be built will sy that
religion is nataral, progress & necessity ; true religion 2 matter of life, not
doctrine ; of character, not creed. To promote such a religion, to help
progress and to benefit the world will be the objects of the new organizs-
tion.




