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tions in the institutions which would promote system, aggressiveness, and
the thorough distribution of responsibiiity. The students of three govern.
ment colleges in Tokyo, having heard from their Bible teacher, Mr. J. 1,
Swift, that there are Christian organizations in American colleges, request-
ed his help in forming them there. Incidents might be multiplied to illus.
trate the uniformity of movement which always has and ever will char.
acterize the work of the Omnipresent Spirit throughont the univers|

Church.
1IL. The call for the movement by the missionaries. They were the

first instruments used in planting the association in Asia, and their purt i
its extension has been fundamental. Calls to the International Committee
for men to organize and direct the work have been issued by the missions.
ries of Tokyo, Peking, Shanghai, Ceylon, Madras, Caleutta, Allshalag,
and Asiatic Turkey. The writer is not aware of any question of forcign
missionary policy which has attracted as wide international and interde.
nominational interest, and commanded such universal sympathy and assent,
as has been awakened, in connection with this matter, Tt is doubtfy
whether any call from the mission fields has ever represented heartier unioy
on the part of so many missionaries of so many denominations in so many
lands, )

IV. The indorsement of the movement by secretaries of church missionary
Joards. Wherever counsel has been taken with these home leaders of gle
Church’s foreign work, and it has been taken very widely, the idea has
been warmly approved.

V. Tour of investigation. The spontancous beginning of the wmk,
the call from missionaries, and the indorsement by loard secretaries were
recognized as strong gunarantees of the feasibility of the movement ; bt it
was felt that somcthmg additional was needed to impart confidenceto
those who should be asked to go and also those who should Le askel to
support the work. It appeared that nothing short of a tour of investiz.
tion would insure this confidence. Accordingly, under instructions from
the Central International Committee of Associations in all lauds, the
writer, accompanied by his wife, set out upon this tour in March, 1532
Forty-five months were consumed in the tour, distributed as follows :

Japan, nine months ; China, six ; Siam and Burmal, three weeks;
Ceylon, two months ; India, six; Arabia, three weeks ; Egypt, the;
Syria, two and a half mouths ; Persia, five weeks ; Turkey, three months.
Over ten months were also spent in Europe studying the question of the
adaptability of the movement to the universities, and trying to awaken the

intérest of Young Men’s Christian Associations in the forcign work,

Durmg the ﬂurty onc mounths spent in Asia, two hundred and eight
mission stations were visited.

The writer personally met at least nine hundred and sixty missionarics,
representing twenty-nine denominational and fourteen undenominationl
boards and six independent missions. At least three hundred additional
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