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souls? One missionary to half a million! Ahout the same proportion
of missionaries amcng the 250,000,000 or 300,000,600 of India, one to
about 400,000 ! In Siam, with from 8,000,000 to 10,000,000, about a
score of men and women, laboring among the native Siamese and
Laos prople, every male missionary having an average parish of a
million souls, and cities with a population of 200,000 having not even
a Bible-reader or native teacher !

Consider Africa’s need! Ilow little is it understood. Even a
missionary journal gave currency to the misleading statement that
the Dark Continent is “ tolerably well supplied with missionaries, as
thirty-five missionary socicties are now at work there.” If you go
across Siberia and dewn the castern slope of the Kong Mountains,
through the three Soudans, of the Niger, Lake Tehad and the Nile,
3,000 miles to the Red Sea, and if 400 miles north and sonth of your
line of travel you could survey the land, you would find 90,000,000 of
people with scarce one missionary ! And farther sonth, in the Congo
Free State, you might travel fromn Equatorville east to the Great Lake
#tations, and there is another territory 1,000 miles long by half as
many broad, whose 40,000,000 of people when Stanley passed through
Tganda had not yet seen a missionary ! Doubtless Africa has to-day
at least 200,000,000 of people who aiever saw a Bible or heard the first
proclamation of the good news. And yet Africa is ¢ tolerably well
supplied with missionaries!?

Am I not justified in saying that we must get beyond and behind
all this illusive glamour of ignorance and imagination? Yes, beyond
evanescent touches of sympathy and passage of resolutions, and do
something for souls that are dying without Christ.

In all the world we have six thousand or seven thousand mission-
aries, representing 20,000.000 of charch members—one for every five
thousand! Vhereas, if Protestant churches gave out of their mem-
bership one in three hundred, it would put 100,000 missionaries in the

" field, exclusive of the native helpers, who have for the last half cen-

tury outnumbered four or fivefold the missicnaries from Christian
lands. These are, donbtless, familiar facts; but Sydney Smith said
that for purposes of impression repetition is the only figure of
speech worth a farthing. These facts must Le beaten in by repeated
blows. We must not only strike while the iron is hot, but make it
hot by striking. Never will the people of God take up the work of
missions as they ought until they both unders ind and feel the emer-
gency and extremity of a dring world and their own opportunity and
obligation with reference to it.

As to opportunity, there was never any such before. We live in
days more augustly awful than anyin previous history. I would
rather live in this year 1891 than to have lived when Christ walked
the earth. Grand as would have been the privilege of sceing the




