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The Maniac Mother, a Sketch from Real Life.
. ©  BY C. W. APPLYTON, M, D,
« ' (EFrom the New Bugland Diadem.)

It was night ; a cold January night, when a physician
war called to visit 2 sick child, The person who came for
the physician gave bim to understand that his services were
:raquired in an abode of poverty, but accustomed as he-was
do scenes of suffering and wretchedness, such as are only to
be found in large cities, the Doctor was not prepared for the
sight which.met his eyes upon this occasion.

{tle sufferer.

recompanse I now can offer in return for youtservices ; alas!
it was not so always, but God’s will be done.?
The doctor’s atlention was at once called ta the poor lit-
The child was sick—zery sick-—fot oply so,
but famishing ; dyipg slowly, but certainly dying, fpr. want
of the nourishment sujted to its condition. Poor thing!
it had neyer-knpwn what it was to be well. The inheritor
of disease through a consumptive, hroken-hearted . mothar,
its little life had been all shadows, not g beam of bright sun-
light had ever appeared upon ber path., Andshg was now
dying, uncopscious that hLifo had any phases save fhose of
saffering.

»+ -After procesding for some time through a series of darlk,
-pootly lighted streets, knowa lo be tenanted by the humbler,
wull in toe many instances by the lowest class in the commu-,
7ity, His guide antered a gloomy alley, and stopped at the
-dooriof a wretched dilapidated building.
' "His gutdé hete cautioned him to be careful of the steps
or stairs leading to the sick chamber, as they were so much
broken and decayed as fo render them dangeious even by
-daplight. . o . :

Dnward and spward they groped their way in darkness,
*and at fength reached the door of the sick chamber.

p i It was an attic, a smell attic, not more than twelve feet
square. -

. But language is inadequale ta describe the desolate ap-
Jpearance of that raom..  Of furniture, there was literally

none,y & suck of straws upon the bare floor in one cornez of |
ibe ropm :erved as an apology for 2 bed, while a bundle
_af tags in another coiner sesved as apother.  Of chaips, ta-
bles, &c. , there was none, a few broken stools supplied the
place of chairy, an old chest cover was the only table, a bro-~ |
k:ntea pot, a few eracked cups and sancers, and.you have
an inventory of all the furniture of that wretched apartment.
‘No, not all, for strangely out of place in such a situation,

there were hanging against the damp, dark walls of that
old garret, two splendid porlrails, but the rich gilt frames
which-had onte surrounded them bad disappeared.

" But it is fime that we introdace the cccupant of this abode
| of misery to our reeders.

* " Ugow entering the room, the first objectthat met the eye
I wes the figure of a tall, but bowed down and stil} beaut:ful
‘woman, seated over asmall furnace in which weie a few
‘embers, not affording hieatthat conld Le felt three feetfrom it,
‘yet'it conlained the last patticle of fuel they had.

It needed but a glance to satisly any one, that that poor
woman had not always fared thus, had not always been a
child of want. In her arms she held the little patient, 2 love-
“ly thild of a beautiful mother.

With a feeble voice, but a kiadly, lady like greeting,

’:}t}e welcomed the doctor, and thanked him for his atten-
qnce. ’

" ¢You will gerceive doctor,” said she, sorrowfully casting her

eyes about the voom, while for 2 moment they rested upon

the portraite already alluded to, ¢ that gratitude is the only

e

. &4 wounld have been in vain to atlempl io conceal fram
that mother the teal dangsr of the chud; nay the terrible
truthy that a few days, perbaps hours of suffering wonld close |
the scene in, death, ., Alt that skil] and kindness could sug-
gest to palliate and soften her sufferings were done, but ina |
faw days her sufferings ended. The mother wept, of course, |
but it was not ¢ as those wsep who have na hope |

She was not left childless. A son, a boy about twelve
years.of age, was left hez. Edwin yyag a youth every way t
worthy of such a mothey, he loyed and worshipped kes as his |
divinity. Worlhy mother ! noble boy ! they were indeed a
lovely pair, . . .

1t is hardly negessary to fell the reader that the physician
exerted himselfl ta relieve thix family from the copdition in
which he fitst found them.  Friends wete raised up for them, ,
they were removed to more comfortable qiasters, snd means

'sn[.plied to relieve their aeressities. Shartly after, by the

death of a distant relative of (he lady, she was placedin a |
condition if not of affluence, at least of comfort. ' i
In the meantime, her hisiory had been made koown to the |
physiciap and friends who relieved her in tha hour of adver- l
sity. v
{t was g sad one, but not sadder than a thousand others in
our land. - C. ‘
’ She was a child of wealthy patents, who died in her infan-
cy, leaving her vast riches. !
In early womanhaod she gave her band, her heart, herail |
te Charles——, and all appeared bright and beautiful in the
future, ‘
Charles ~—— was a lawyer of eminen! abilities, and was |
by all who knew bim Jeemed every way worthy of the beau- |
tiful and accomplished heiress Elfa. ;
Who could have imagined that a Jday biight as theirs |
waould everhave acloud ¢ Who supposed that a blight could |
fall upon that trusting, loving woman’s heart ? |
Who believes that in such ¢ paradise as sursounded them
there could lurk a destroying demon? I
But so it was. By slow, and at first 2lmost imperceptible |
degrees, the tempter made his advances. Charles—— wes
engnared, {fte wne-cup commenced the wotk of havoc, the ‘
brandy bottie completed the task. |
By a course of dissipation, as well ss nnfortunate specula- |
tion, their properiy disappeared unlil ail was gone save the
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