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gent, we are only doing as we have often done, in admitting
wis very fully. Much good has been done, and with means
omparatively scanty, as well as by classes enjoying few
qecial advantages, There are, doubtless, many honoured
ames sprinkled along the history of their proceedinygs ; but
tisdue, as regards Scotland, to assign to the working claszes
catiectively the cliief place in the labours and success of this
scheme.  And it were welly if they would leain therefrom
their own strength for purposes of social good, and as regards
their own interests,

There is one general remark, however, which seems ap-
ihcable to lh(j scheme as a whole, especially when seen n
e light of scripture example. It commits the whol= to ane
ample remedy. Practically, it stands in the way of every
caer.  Advocated as aspecific, like most other specifics, it
rclaims its own power, by declaring everything cl<e in-
eficient, and, it may be, wotthless and delusive.  This is
amest an inherent property of every papular movement, at
s frstoutbreaking.  Like the mountain torient,roaring and
wmbiing from rock to rock, it deafens every ear with the
n of onward, onward. The social mind, as well as the
adividual mind, ix, when first awakened, extravagantly
angune. [t will think of only the one favourite p oject,
d, dreaming rather than reasoning, will belie -ingly pre-
et the most marvellons effects,  But realities coiceetdreams
Jsappointments sadiy mangle prospective visions, and the
plic mind, as well as the mind of an individual, learns
10 experience, ¢ to think soherly.”

New, it is a matter of divine teaching, as already very
spacent, that the stability of a nation’s temperance does not
rpend on any one set of means, but on many. Israel was
¢ all times wained, and cven denounced, on account ol in-
kmperance, altogether apart from abstinence ; and the more
stintemperance increased, the threatenings of God became
e fiequent and more awful; and in this we have an ex-
mple set us.  Then, as intemperance increased, so did a
aving after more stimulating and more hizhly intoxicatinz
quors ; and here also divine wisdom interfered —pronounc-
zsuch hquors unsafe, and actually forbidding their use, as
miste;ing to a corrupt and vicious taste, and leading to
wits of instemperance. And we can see no reason why in
s, also, we ought not to copy such an evample. [fthe
ey use of such liguors depends on a vitiated coudition of
ccietyy and if the ministering to the taste so created, vitiates
at condition still more, there is in this alone sufficient rea-
nfor discouraging the use.  And if, beyond this, the liquors
sich as really to serve no other end than io excite and
loxicate, it is difficnlt to see on what grounds the continu-
we can be justitied, except for medicinal purposes.  And
wing, last of all, to the matter of abstinence, there seems
good reason for confining it to one simple form. Civil
lers, priestz, and ministers of the New Testament, scem
1o have been abstainers to a greater or less extent. " Cer-
ia individuals, raised up in providence for special purposes,
te 1 many cases Nazarites by divine appointment; and
oision was made for voluntary vows to a like effect.
hen corruption of manners greatly increased, some can-
',erah!e number scem to have been raised up hy God, a<
wuntary Nazarites, from ea:rly life; and these appear to
ve continued so, much to the advantage of public morals,
thcxr.own health, of their success in the woild, and with
¢ manifest approval of the Most High. Like so many
2con-lights on some dangzerous coast, lighted up wiih more
i nsual brilliancy as the storms increase and the long
rler nights 2dd to the peril, these youns men, rising one
T another to places of trust and honour, pointed out the
Y 1o others, and shed on it the light of their own example.
I we can just as little see here, why similar ends might
tnow be served by similar means.

But if, apart from all Bible example, we only look at our
" cicumstances, we will be led very much to the same

nelusion,  These Socieiies serve important ends, as we

have already very fully adnited; but, the experience of
the last eighteen” years abundantly shows, that they are of
themselves not enouch, and that as recards various large and
influential classes, they have been almost altogether ineffec~
tive. On the other hand, churches of thea.selves are also
inadequate. Membhers ot the same church have common
sympattiics, and these may be dealt with ecclesiastically ;
but intemperance i< to he found chiefly and in its worst furms,
among parties who have na proper connection with any
church, and who would scarcely respect any measure com-
ing trom such a quarter. How are thee 1o be reached ?
Yot these very nen have sympathies among themselves s
s fellow-workmen, they are otten bound together, not only
by fellow-feeling, but al<o hy u<iges which are main sources
of intemperance.” And why not avail ourelves of suchsym-
pathies? It they are so powerful in the extension of evil,
why not also employ them in what is good 2 It were most
unwise to leave individuals, i these circumstances, ‘lepend.
ent on their own resolutions. Individnal etfort, though in
itself worthy of special commendation, is untaitly matched,
when left to strurgle against social influence, It is gs one
agzainst manv. But let social influence on the side of tem-
perance, meet social influence on the side of intemperance,
and every accession will ten | to turn the balance, till intem-
perance ceases to be a tyrant and acts only as a thief, hav-
ing no longer power to shame into its ranks, and being itself
forced into hidiny,

Sume may possibly fear, that the enconrazing of such
societies wonld piove unfavourable to religion. There is
one consideration, alreadv notieed, which ought to remove
2!l such appchensions.  Associations are as those who com-
~ase them. An Association of i'rehgions or anprincipled
men i< itselt so; hut an Association of relizions and well-
prineinled men is the reverse; and this, apart fiom all min-
isterial or other external contiol.  Quly suppose, then, that
churches, as such, were, in everytiung proper to churches,
to be setting a high scriptural example ; it must be very evi-
dent to every reflecting mind, that, indirectly and without
inteiference. this wonld of itss}f raise the moral and religions
chararter of voluntary Associations.  * * ¢ * Let
such Societies, then, increase as they way--let them extend
their operations more widely than ever—we ought to md
them welcome, and most sincerely to 1cjoice in their pros-
perity ¢ at the very time that we woald have our own church,
and every true church proceeding on her own princip Ivs, to
forward the <aine common end. It is admitted on all hands,
that Scottish intemperance has, like some virnlent disease,
infected every part of the hady politic. It has infected its
laws and regulations ; its usages, whether domestic or more
senerally social; and it b-s tainted the purity of churches,
Let, then, the friends of temperance, or rather of the well-
being of Society, meet the evil in every possible way ; and
let every effort, whether of the magistrate or the minister, or
heads of families ar of associations, be hailed hy the agents
of other means : hnowing that more hands <peed the work,
and that every man works best with his own tool.
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THE BEST DRINK IN HOT WEATHER.

Look at creation on a line midsummer dav. Grass, comn,
chrubs, and trees, are green with foliage, and waving in the
breeze, how cool and refreshing they look.  Animals are re-
posing in the shade, and though warmer than the sheltering
vegetation, appear to be not over-heated ; while a gentle
moisture covers their skin, and, by evaporation, prevents
their temperature from becoming excessive, These are
works of nature, but art imitates them at a distance : the
porous wine-cooler, in which the hutler immerses the decan-
ter of sheny, allows the transudation of the water through its
sides, and so reduces the heat of its contents; the grandee
has his tent erected to sit under, and while he is there the




