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the advic'c. believing it
instruction a single woe

10 be n loss of precious time to withhold
k after the child is capable of receiving
it.  But the common ides, that if you can teach an infunt to read
with conmderable ease and propricty 1w its third ot fourth year, it
is, as & matter of courss, £0 much cleur gain, is extremely falla.
cious. It 18 notat all certain that the boy will be inure forward
at twelve, than he would heve been had you postponed teaching
him the nlphabet two yenrs longer ; oF thun another will be, who
could not read n word at five. It will be found thut, us a gencral
rule, there ie o freshness and a vigourin the minds of late-taught
children, which you do not find after o precocious and hard-tasked
Most certanly, where the child 1s uncommonly forward,
huble, repression, rather than cxciteinent, is
eafled for ; and even, where it 18 dull and backward, no tune is
lost in waiting patiently for the unfolding of ils powers. The

wih of some minds, like that of some plants, is very slov.
Wero I to find 2 child, of fair promise in other respeets, disci.
plined to give its attention to the simplest rudiments of learning,
even up to the age of six or seven, I should by no means despair
of secing him a fine scholer at twenty, and @ distinguished pro.
fesror ot forty.

In fine, 1 am stronply impressed with the belief, that, if the
experiment conld be fuirly tried upon a grent ecale, those infants
that are rightly managed in other respeets, but do not know a
Tetter till they are five years old, would ultimately surpass, both in
strength and acquiremente, such as begin their studies two or
three years earhior. 1 have no doubt that ten of the latter class
aro seriously injured, both in body and mind, by taxing the brain
100 early, where onc of the former suffers in his education by
not commencing carly enough.

T agree, however, with the profound author of ** Home Educa-
tion,” that the danger lies, not o much in the mentsl! effort which
it costs an infant of early promise to learn to read, as in the teste
for rending, which is Fkely to be prematurely developed, and to
be whetted into a morbid appetite. 1t is this eager puring vver
stary books at o tender an age, that retards the growth, and robs
the little choek of its foluess and its colonr. And who has not
obseryod how difficult it is to restrain an infant, and keep it within
the bounds of safety, when once its craving fur intellectual stimu-
lants hua geined the ascendancy over ils interest in the play and
prattlc to which nature promplsit? So much complaccney are

arents apt to ! in their do,".nglittle prodigies, and so flattening
12 it to huve friends and strang rs admire their skill and success
in this hot.bed cnlture, that * requires more than an ordinary
ghare of firmuess and intelligence to resist the tewptation of show-
ing off a smart child of three or four years in his well-thembed
pnmer, and to hold him in check while other parents are urguag
on their nonpareils, o leave him entirely in the back ground. The
loss the pressure, huwever, at this tender age, the better and safer
for the child.—Humphrey's Domestic Education.
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Wo submit the jollewing article from the Agricultural Gazette
o our friends among the farmers, and would venture to recom.
mend ther should make the cxperiments thercin suggested :—

In the present number of the Quarterly Journal of Agriculture,
there is an interesting paper by Professor Johnston, on * the
Manunng and Stecping of Scede” The facts there recorded,
and the maoner in which they are shewn to be, what the known
laws of Vegetable Cheamistry and Physiology would lesd us to
expect, combine to render this a subject to which the experimen-
1l Agricalturist may usefolly direct his attenticn.

The advantage of stceping steds in certain chemical rolutions
goems to have been first pointed out by F. H. Bickes, of Castel,
near Mayance. He anncunced his discovery in a lately pubhshed
pauiphiet, * on the Culiivation of Soil without Manure.” Notwith.
standing the extravagarce indicated in ite title, and which char-
actezizes it throughout, this publication records some surprising
¢acts and testimonials on this subject ; and these have tately been
corraborated by the expenments of Mr. Cumpbell of Dundee. A
jeiter desenptive of the method of doctoring secds adopted by the
Jatter gentlemun, and of their conscquences a8 exhibited in the

rowing plants, has just been published 1n the Traneactions of the
tish and tho Highland Agncultural Societies—an extract from
it will bo found apponded to this. Mr. Campboll's experiments
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wero performed upon sceds planted in the clay, taken from cight
feet below the surfuce of the ground ; and though under such un.
favouruble circumstunces, the wheat plants from them tillered in.
to five or cight stems, while thoso from unprepared seeds had only
two or three stems apiece.  T*hat, however, which is broadly as.
gerted in the German pamphlet 1s also hited at by Mr. Campbell,
—~viz., that steeping secds in sutable solutions, will render all
future apphcation of manure unnccessary. Thie 18 & statement
which no practical furmer can for one moment entertain, and
therefore, we are glad that it is not necessary to suppose it to bo
true, before we can_ believe that this process may sumetimes be
beneficially adopted.

It seems probable, that by some such means as those supgestsd
by Messrs Campbell and Bickes, the period of germination, which
is one full of dangger to the young plant, may in many cases
shortened ; and this is very desirable, for owing to the conversion
of "w starch of the seed into sugar, which is then proceeding, the
plant is at that time liable to attacks from alisorts of vermin. In
the case of the turnip, especially, any means which would hurry
it through this peniod into_the rough.leaved stage of its growth,
waould be most useful, as it is only when its leaves are aweet thot
it is liable to the attacks of the fiy.

Bu! from the results of some of Mr, Campoell's experiments,
we may infer that the influence of his process extends into the
future history of the plant, much beyond the period of its germi.
nation; and it is on this account that we would recomndend it
now, as a suitable subject of experiment for wheat growerz, The
minerz! ingredients of wheat amount to about one-fiftieth of its
weight ; and, from the mere fact of their existence in the sead, it
is probable that they exert an important influence over its germi-
rativn and future growth.  Any artificial addition to their gusn.
tity—and, by soaking wheat in certam solutions, we can double
the natural quantity of its mineral coustituente—wll therefore w.
crease thatinfluence.

Tl following arc the substances which, besides the four elements
composing 1ta organic structure, are to be found in wheat ;—
suda, potash, lime, magnesia, sulphuric acid, phosphoric acia,
silica, alumina, and chlorine.

It would probably not be difficult to dissolve in water such mat.
ter in such quantites that the solution should contain in their
nataral proportions ail these mineral substancos; so that wheat,
by being stecped i it, would merely increase the quantity of its
nvneral ingredients, withont at all disturbing the bulance among
them which nature has assigned ; and perhapa this would be the
best way of proceeding ; but as it is interesting to know the mndr.
vidual effccts and relative value of diffcrent substances as manure,
we intend to try & series of cxperiments on the subject, confining
oursdlves in each to the application of only one of the salte, s the
form of which the above substances must bs employed. -

For those of our readers who may not yot have got in ai} their
wheat, for we by no means wish that it should be 2 mere garden
experiment, we shall first state the plan we proposo to adopt, and
should oﬁr,exnmp]c be followed by any one, we shall bo happy to
report next autumn the results of his experiments, along with
those of our own.

It is intended to soak for 48 hours, previous to sowing, eight
parcels of wheat—say one_bushel apicce—each in a solution, to
be ohtsined by dissolving 5lbs. of onc of the following substances
in such a quentity of water as mey bs necessary thoroughly to
cover the seed.

The prices per lb., placed opposits these
will be charged by any wholesale chemist,
ordercd,

Silicate of Sods, - . . 0s 6d. perlb.

substances, are suchas
of whorm they may be

Nitrate, . . . . 203 =
Sulphate of Soda, - .. 0 3 =
Phosphate, . . . . - 1 63 ¢
Phosphate of Ammonia . . 2 6 “ *
Sulphate . . . . 03 =
Muriate . - . . .0 8 &
Nitrate of Potash - . . 04

The wheat, after bemg thus treated, will be hoed in at the rate
of two bushels of the dry seed per acre, 10 dnlls nine inches wide,
and u ndge sown with wheat in tho ordinary way will be left as
a standard of comparison between each couple of adjacant plots.
The extent of the expenment, for thoso who may not wish to
hazard sc cxtensive & tnal, might be redaced cne-half withous,
porhaps, much imnpuiring the value of its results, ’



