4 CAMP MERTING.

never really felt, even in one uutancc, that he him:
oelf udepm\'ed, or desemng of the condemnatwn
of God's law? TheGnspel calls are addressed to
suclu man in vain ; Christ offers his blegsings,
not to those who trust in themselves that they arc
nghtcous, butto those who cast themselves at lns
“feet and cry, éLord be erciful to me, . sinnes.
Why seek shelter in & house of sand, when the
mighty fortress stauds open to reccive you ? Why
cover yourselves wuh these vain and worthloss

. digguises, when Christ has provided nrobe of

pute and spot‘css righteonsness, in which being
_ ¢lothed, you mll be presented blumclcss before
_ tbo throiie of God,

, A CAMP MRETING{
_To the Edilor of the Christiin Examiner.

Sin :—Among other peculiarities of. American
‘manners and customs desciibed” by. such writers as
. Mrs. Trollope, I had read of those hur]oeques upon |
~ devotion called Camp Meétings. This wasin En-
rope. A short residence on this. continent con-
" -vinced me that, in.a great. many instances, the pic
tures drawn by thiese travellers: are caricatures:
and though I-hiad not seén & Camp Meetinig; 1 be-
gan to suspect that in this also- they liad been
guilty of exaggeration. My hope of. ﬁndmn' the
reality less: extravagant than the picture, was
, »strengthencd by sometimes atteudmg the ordinary
~ -public services “of- the Methodists, among whom, |
believe, chiefly, if- not-solely, Camp Mectmnc are
‘countenanced, There I saw- notling. extrava:
gant ; reason, order, and deceicy pervaded the
‘whale.

Butl had been caleulating too hastily. That rule
of clnnt.y which bids hope the best; had, for onee,
led me to form an iucorrect opinton, T hiave now
séena Camp Meeting, and, a5 the Quicen of Sheba
~ mid of the magmﬁcuxce of Solunian's coist; the
-one-half had not deeir told me,

1 uked myself, why are such scenes énacted so
-Dear us without bewg more heardof ! They must
do éither good orevil. ‘In cither case, let atten
tion be drawn to them.. If they .appear to do
good, they wull guin ground; if; on ihe contrary,
their tendency is intschievous, they will thus mear

withi. réprobation and be checked,

» Wita It‘hu viéw, 1 bave ‘given:as fcithfd_i & pic-
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ture as I could, of that part of the scene which I
witnessed, T have not confined myself to general
ternis expressive either of approwl or of disap-
proval ; because that might be to convey only my
inpressions. I have given the exact words and
actiuns as well as 1 could recollect ;-and I can ap-
*pealto many present for the hubstnntml accuracy-
of the account. I make this cxpuss with no .in-
tention of bringing ridicule upon the body of pro-
tossing ,cl.ristiuus among whown the practice pres
vails, My uohive is very different. I consider
that I myeelf am a member of that universal
Church, of which, they also form a- dnstmguwlled
part ; and that any thing which disgraces one part,
dxwraccs, in some respects, the wholc. The reas
son why I would ¢all public attention to these
sceiies is this ¢ the. credit of - Chrutcamty is con=
cerneds

The scoffer points tiiumphiantly to such otitrages:
against reason- aid - decency,. and -asks, what . we
would have him to think of a religion that can put
on such a &uise ; can it come from Him who put

a spirit-in- man and gave him. yndcrstandqng{ ?

Some, T am aivare, liavea ready answer ; they dis-
claius the connection. They deny that their reli-
gion is at all implicated ; they even seem. gecretly
ty rc_,uxce at such things, as furmslnng a set.off to:
the sagierior excellence of their persuasion. Thie
answer but ill sausfics a truly catholie mind, I

| wish Féauld reply to such taunts,that the Goepel—

that Protestantisim even—is not answerable for these
extravagances for that no considérable- denoml-
nation of christians acknowledyes them as a part of
its forins, or -even,as a bady, approves of them.
I am iiiclined to beheve. that it is su. 1 believe that
the enlyghteried and. respectable part of the Metho-
dist commuinity do nut approve of the disgraceful
proceedings:to which 1 allude ; if so, let them'
come forward and publicly disclain. them : they
willbe petformmg a duty which they owe to their
own coiminity aud to religion at laige,

The Camp Mceting which T witnesied wis held
in the neighbintrhood of!lallo\\ell or.Picton, 1. C,
It bezan on Thursday and was kent up to the Mon-
day motning- following. Sunday was of course
the principal. day, 'l‘lnt morning, the waggons

‘1and horsemen continued to pass the house where'1.

was Fesiding in rapid succession,. At one. time, 1
was informed, there could uot be fewer than. from
«ix to eight hundred waggons on. the ground, lnd'
‘rom five to six thousand people. I could not belp
watching their appearancéas they passed » and the:
words of Burns sugested then:selves i

‘Some are lhmkm' on their sips,

An’ some upo’ their claes'—



