
TIIOlIaITS ON< TISE EnUCATION 0F YaJIIS FOR TUE bMINiSTRY.

wards the endowmcnt of a senirnary amongst uis, is
monmt likely ta bc obtaincd, whien we can go to the
General Assembly, aud tell our vonerable Fathors
and Brcthren, that God lins sa far lonared the min-
istry of the word senît forth by themn ino these ra-
gions, that sartie who have throughl it been unit.
ed ino the Saviaur, arc dcsirous of serving him
in the saine niinistry ? Lot us but show ta the
General Assembly that we have ovCfl R few Christ-
ian yautlîs of gaad parts, wha arc bound ini spir-
it ta serve Gad ini the mninistry af tha gospel in
thos provinces; and we need neot fear that out
purpase and efforts ta give thom the niost thorough
training competent for us ta give, %'1 ilob frowned
on by that Vcncrble Court. Thiey shalH, vo trust,
hlave no ground ta surmise, tlîat we wisli ta run
counater ta what is canfesscdly the tendoncy oi ail
churches in the proscrnt age.-the clevating the
standard ai scholarshîp among studcnts for the
ministry. And whilo for obviaus rcasons they
may bie disinclined ta admit aur rnisters cdu-
catedl in Cauai ta an entire equaiity with those
trained in their own Divinity Halls, in s0 far as cli-
gibility ta a parish ini Scotland gocs, we on aur
part, may witbout grudgîng consent ta titis, in the
full confidence that when wve have in Canada as
poid institutions for the education of miiters as
thana in Scatland, and have withal an over-supply
of probationers--thon our licentintos shahl be duly
rcspected and wclcomed ta the charge ai Scattishi
parishes.

Wve rejoice to think that a few youths aire al-
ready avowedly directing their studios toward.;
preparatian for the ministry, cncnuraged l'y tht,
favorable reception whiehi the proposai for a semi-
nary obtained in tlic Synod. And it slîould be
knawn throughaut the chtirch, that several of
tiiese arc now studying in Hamilton indor tlic ac-
complishicd Master ai the District Schaal there.

IVe knav flot wlîether the Presbytery ai IIam-
Mlon, wha muet feel tlîat a special superintendence
of these youthis devolves upon thein, wvill apply for
any fartier instructions, ta the next Synod ; but
in whatever way the subjoct contes berore thiat as-
sembly, wc trust that they wili promptly and cor-
dially resolva ta promate their eiliicationby ail tht,
eans which tic great lIcad af tic Churcli enables

them ta employ. It is certainly a favoraible indica-
tion that ane so well versedl iii literattiro alla sci-
ence as Dr. Rac undaubtedly is, shozi id bc ready,
as we believe lie is, ta lay hîimself out ta the full
extent that lds oCher avocations will permit, for ts-
sisting alla directing the studios of aur yoisng men,
And we believe, timat the carnest and unanimouis
rtpreseîîtatiani af the Syiîod %Vouid( ca..ily obtaiti

from the Chu rch at home, an able and expcriened
îinister for the theological and pastoral trainingof
autr students, and the means, too, for Iiso support.*

An arrangement like tigis wnuld, we trust, not
supersedle, but intraduce nme more exteneiveand
permanent institution. From the condition, bats
ai tie Church and af the province, ail our iniltitu-
tions muet bave their"Ilday of emll things ;" but
throughi the blessing cf God on prudent courisels
and faitlîful exertions, we may assure ourseives
tiiot thcy shalh yet have thîcir day-tîeir long day,
wc trust, of great tlîings. If it couid bie soa that
the Synod slîould resolve nlot ta train any oi tho
members ai aur cliurch far the ministry, until tbey
obtain a chîartered collegre, and soene goodly pile ai
buildings with suitabie grounde in its occupation,
thon wve, at least, would bid adieu ta the baoles,
bath of training aur Canadian youths for the min-
îstry, and af hîaving the Preshyterian Church rtat-
in the comniunity. Lot us diligently employ the
means wvhich through the divine blessing on our
exeytiona, we rnay carnmarl fa? educating aur
young mon, and we may be assured that wxth
tia incrcasing domand for instruction, ind the
grawth ai the Cliurch, suitable institutions
wvill bo obtained.

It shouhd hoe kept in mind, that the minute subdi-
vision ai labor wvbich now prevails in tcaclîing tho
arts and sciences in our Scottish universities, was
nlot coovil with tlue founidation ai tiiese institutions.
Thli time waswhen aReogent or Professor carried
hî;3students trougîthe whole curriculhum ofstudy ;
and that was by no means a tîme ai superficiel ne-
quiremonts. A similar plan wouhd bo most suita-
blc ta the circumstances ai aur Churcli in these
provinces. We can expect only a few students
at first ; and aur resources wauld not admit af
supporting many toachers. Nor shauld we great-
]y fear that aur students would nlot malce any con-
siulerable advancemont witliout tbe formai argani-
zation of a college. It is ta, bo kept in Tikil that
the actuel acquirements ai students are in the
ratio radher af the impulses that maya them ta
study, tlîan ai their apportunities for the prasecu-
tien ai it. Lot us but find young mon moved by
the, Spirit ai God ta desire ta talce part with us in
the ministry cf the gloriaus gospel, and we may bie
assured that they will culivate the best gifls for
the exorcise ai tbat ministry.

Every age tliat lias boon distinguishied for a re-

'J believe that saune af thce members ai aur
Churcli, arc longing for tic actual commnencenment of
the Seininiary, tlîat ilicir offérings in the Saviourýq
causi.e inmay fluv iii titis directiun. Wc biave hcard of
i .,ikr b. une guiteiltanl uf £15 per antium fur tenl

;ears ta tiir Sciinairy,, .vlii it shahl bc comncnnceil
. ilipily îhi nieu ' zeai andi liberality dIo nt ail
-IJemq1 dit:v oh ilvtLsuV. ( h Sy îod iii ti; is alr.


