
OUGHT THEi MAGAZINE TO D3E CONTINUE»?

beneficial in two way8. First, it would serve as a salutary check oni
the majority, and tend to seure moderation, in its procediire ; and
sccondly, it would afford a saf'ety valve tor the opinions and the f'oel.

ingsP or' the minority, whicli il' kept confined might gather strength,
and by and by produce an explosion. It is of great importance that
nentiment should get vent. If' it is absurd or erroneous, publicity is
the most legitimate, and at the same tima the most eff.-ctua1, and the
lenst dange rous and troublesome mode of' extinguishiing, it. Your
Magazine, if continued, would inevitably be the periodical of the
mînoriLy, ivhich, I presumne, I may cai tuie more advanced party;
and as I belong to that party I inay be allowed to say that 1 cordially
ivish it ail succesa.

But r contra, I should deprecate the continuation of' the Mag-a-
zine, unes efficieney bc secured. Failuro would be unspeakably
worse than cessation. The former wouid be humiiliatilng, the latter
not at ail. Now in order to efficiency twvo thiings arc nzeessary:
First, a sufficient body of' subsaribers who will b'ond ficda, make regu-
lar payment. Uniess this be duly guaranteed 1 sliould say desist at
once. Thiere can clearly be nio wvant of abi[it 'y to give you ail the
support that is needed, but the ivili also is indispensable. Lot sorne
reasonable inethod, thon, be adopted, without delay, for ascertaining
flot what receivers, nor wvhat readers, but what payers of' the Magpazine
could be calculated on. Allow a margin of ten per cent. to meet
casualties, and let the resuit t'orm one chier elem2nt. for determinimp
the question whether you should go on or not. Bat secondly, propr
arrangPement respectinc, the editing and conductin-, of the Magazine
is equally essential. You purpos.- thiat thii shall be the, work of lay-
men. Nowv that would be attencled with soin%-. advantages ; and
most assuredly, 1, as a minister, have na jealousy towards the private
mnembers of' the chiurch. Mo-Ia assuredly (Io I say, woul that al
the Lord's people were prophets. I have, however, my fears on this
sçore. I rnake nio rererence to qulification. 0f that there is no
lac. But wvhere shall lymen be Ilound in, our church who can giva
the time and attention thât are needed? Most of' themn have their
hands full of tlîeir own secular pursuits. It is not, indeed, a very
great exploit to furnish thîrty-two pages of matter once a montix.
But thon, a great deal of' it niust be inatter or a particular kindl and
ou ' h as does not very readily como in a layman's lvay;. it must also
bc forthcorng punctual at the day, whatever business engagements
may, oceur to provent. Sometimes, very probably, the editor Nýill
have an over-stnpply of materials, and his task wvill *be onlyv to reject
what is unsuitable and pacît'y the authors for the suppressif a of thoir
luctibrations. At other times he may find himself witi, al:nost nothing.
For articles promised, he may receive, near the end of the month,
'Only a sort of semblanco of an apolory, and unless lio can find leisure
tp siand forward himsolf, and on the spur oý the occasion write ,a
Ve4t part of the Magazine, ho is fairly in the lureh. Perhaps it wwl


