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howv nînicl a word of good cheer is
worthi to the mnizi wbo occupies
the pulpit. iH-e is always distrust-
fui of himself, and seldomi sees
'vbether the Gospel shots lie is
firing b ]it flc nmark or not. Un-
less the people wvbo standc near the
target, or, better stili, the people
W~ho arc thieniselves the target, tell
bini that bis niarksmansbip is
good, how can lie find it out? No-
thiiîg so wrencbes a iiniister's
emotions as to sec the colîgrega-
tion, vbich. bas perhiaps listeneci
respectfully to bis words, file
silentlv- out of clîurcli with the ap-
parent intention of avoicling the
preacher, because they doni't want
to hurt bis feelings by expressing,
tlîeir real opinions. lIs effcect on
tbe clerical nincl is like tlîat of an
extinguisiier on a candie.

If the people w'oulcl take sonîe
pains to recognize the work of
their pastor, wvould linger long
enoughi to tak-e lîim by flic lanci iii
frienclly greeting, tbey wvould
thereby insure more effective ser-
nions; for, after ail, tbe preacber
niust not only minister to lus con-
gregatioxi, but be iniinistered to by
liin. Gooci preachingy is alwavs
an act of reciprocity. It consists
of giviny the people the food
which tbev have shiown a desire
for. " I like what you said," re-
marks sonue poor soul tlîat is wan-
(lcring iii darkness, and at once
the niinister puts anotlier loaf of
the sanie kind into the oven. If
flic people's attitude, instead of be-
ingy iiiferent, is one of friendly
interest, the pastor catches tbe
niag-netic: influence, and is borne
upward as on the \vings of an
ecgle. I-e outdoes lîimself in
teaclîing Mi1en they outdo thien-
selves in listexîing.

I used to tell nîy own people
%viien tliey clîanced to praise my
sermon, tlîat tlîey preaclîcci it, not
I. _No nman can help beingf do-
quent, iii its best sejîse, w'iîen the
people's liearts as well as tlîeir cars

il

are openl. If lie loves thuei, aiudl
tluey love lîini, it is easy for ail to
love the Lord. Tiiere i,:, notbing
so suggc)estive to the speaker as the
uipturnecl faces in the pews. Many
and niaiiv a tiiue I blave left niy
nlotes and followed the nîood of
sonie nan or wonian, applying the
tcxt to wlîat wvas evidcntly lus or
lîir conuditionî of mnîd. In tbat
Wav nliv oWvn soul ivent out iii
svnîipatuv to tluat otiier souil, and(
wve twvo travelled in conficlential
conipany until tlîe Doxology xvas
annotinced. I say, tiierefore,
wvitbout héesitationî, tlîat congcrega-
tioîîs are responsible for the nia-
jority of poor sermons with wvbicli
they are afflicted. If the minister
is apart fronu tlîem lie beconies
duil and pcrftinctory; if they are a
part of the iniistcr, and give liiîî
tlic stinmulus of a kinci word, lie be-
coîîîes earncest, poiiîted, and pun-
grelt.

John Jessig w'an(lcre( into
I-Jiranu's little slîop on tluat 'ý,loii-
dlay nuorning. The slioenîaker
lia( lîcard lîinî preacu the day be-
fore, and woulcl doubtless have
soinctling to say.

"Nýo, I can't talk with you nowv,"
said 1-irani clîeerfully, "but 111
get tlîrough witu tlîis job in hal!
an luour. 1You sec, parsoni," and
lue beld the sboe up for .Jolîn to
inspect, " tlîat's a very bad rip, anud
the poor wonîan wlio uvears tlîat
shoe can'lt afford to buy anotlier
pair 'est yet. Jt's pretty close
business witlu lier to make two
ends meiet. I shall find sone wav
to patclî the tluing up, but I've got
to put mv wluole mind to it.
Now~ look lucre, parson, ll tell
vou whiat to dIo. Jest go over the
w'ay to Jaîîe Jeîuks, and have a
chat witli lier. Slue's a riglut up-
ali(-down Churistian, is tluat wvo-
mîail. Shîc's gYot religion enougu
to (Io luousework with, and look
after lier chîildreu. It takes a
gooci deal to do that, parsoni," and
lie looked tliroughi thîe dingy \vin-
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