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there is something worse than thani this,
viz :-Large arrears constantly growin)g
like those unsightly black kuots that dis.
figure our trees and destroy their fruit'fui-
ness ; and the knife of excision ahouid be
applied with unreluiitiiig severitly till not
-a vestige reinains. WVe d irrectedf attention
last year tu a veiy largo growtli of this
kind. This year it is larger by nearly
$200.00 so that now it is 882.00. It i8
time that such a niionistrosity was nat only
stopped growing, but sotnehaw conipletely
reniovcd. Cati Presbytery do nothing but
]ook on helplessly to bee ivhat the end of
this thing will bel

Mlost of the arrears in our congregations
niiight be »dPed ont by the close t f this
year, if onily a deterniined effit were
miade. It is a shanie to shlow theîin in any
instance to beconie so chronie that the
vnly hiope of cure is for the minister to re-
sign or die. In any case it is a niartyrdon
without glory-killing tc ministeriai coni-
fort and eficiency and to congregational
self respect and prosperity-a scandai o
our church and a dishenor ta the Head of
the clin-ch, grieving an~ ay Hia Epirit.

OUR MOST 131PORTANT WORK.

But your cominittee feel that they have
stil more important work ta do, thain deal
wx h the statistics (f the church aud point
out negligence or unfaithfulness ini respect
to stipend or scheines. It is our duty to
press upon congregatians, the adoption of
Scriptural principles and niiethode of giving
and thus open the very four. aine of Bene-
fice and heip ta guide then into their

Proerconfle thvo huave not done much
in this direct--on. We did nothîng fur the
diffusion of the principles of Systetnatic
Beneficence further tlian the publication
of aur report referred to nlready. Wue
trust hawever that the recommendation of
Synod st year has, been faithfully carried
out : " That erery minister faitiduly iti-
struet his people in tMe Scriptural pritcipe
of giving at that tu ne meats to ke his
people informed cinieribiiig thte tcork of our

uhrc antdits cktinsnpan their liberalify."
There can be no morp effective way than
this of accompiishing the end ini view.

We sent out no circulars zzhis year aak;-
ing for information fret» the congregations
and therefore we are not able to report
what progese has been rai&de in the ad-
doption of the Weekiy Offering or atty
regular "ystem of collecting cbu.rch funds.

Nor cati we state how far the habit of pro-
p(a.tioidate giving le extending. It i3 true,
the facts above stated, give miost satisfac-
tory evidence that the givinga of aur peo-
ple are flot mere temporary sporadic out-
burse produccd by epecial appeal, but a
constant stream swelling year by year into
greater volume and power. But that
there is rooni for vaatly greatl nmeasure
of liberality noune of us catn tLubt, an d
there is jyet a great work to be done.
There needs to be brought stili more close-
ly sud powerfully ta tho bicarts of our
peuple through fait.hful and persistent
teaching blessed by the spirit of ail grase,
the Bible doctrines that:--

I. Giv *ng te sacred worship.
2. WVe ky storiîtg and giving is the

most Scriptural foriti.
3. Proportienate giving-tho distinct

setting apart in cheurful conseccration to
Uit», froin wioin cornes every good sud
perfect gift, soute detinite proportion of
tyery individual's incomoe whether large or
sutahl, as God has pro8pered him. C

WVere these priaciples adopted and put
into ai.ything like general practice the
scandai of congregational arrears and in-
adoqu'ite support of the ninistry wauld
disappear and every departtneiîot of the
church's work would lie carriod on with
grestly incereaaed efticieucy aud biesaing.

Your conimittee therefore prose these
principles upon the consideration of every
every niember of Synod and urge the de-
vising of means 'whereby they cau he
brought home mare closely aud effectively-
ta the heartsand consciences of the pco-
pie.

Ministers and Eiders muet be hcsd sud
front in titis matter. Lut theiu in the
tirst place adopt proportionnte giving iii
their .)wn practice, and then faithfully,
earnestly, liereeveriuigly and wisely press
it upan the people with ai Scriptural ar-
guments and muotives, uuti! conviction and
rc3ohition are secured, snd the springs of
iiberality pierced and opened tu flow with
perennial conattancy.

Then further we suggest that Presby-
teries inake more strict and definite ini-
quiries of cangregations as ta thoir meth-
ada8 of church finance aud that the coi-
mitties an Systematie l3eneficence be not
raerety comamittees on Statisticis but charg.
ed to, discuver where defective syatezn or
no system prevails and secure if posible
the adoption and faithful working of bet-
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