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The Commercial in British Columbia.

Lower Fraser River District Visited by our
Representative.
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New Westminster s ane of the old.
eRt seftlemencs in British  Columbla,
naving been founded In 1808 during
the time of the Fiaser rlver gold ex-
citemont. It 13 sttuated on rhe s1da
of a ateep hill, which forms the north
bank of the Fraser river, and over-
1o0ks a very pretty vatley scene. The
buslness thoroughfares are onapara-
tively lewvel as they parallel ¢he river
front, but many of the cross  streets
are very steep.  New Westminster {4
situnted aboul sixteen miles from ghe
mouth of the river and s ace-asible
for occan vessels.  Dally  connection
Is made with trains on the ¢ P. R,
main line and an hourly service with
vancouv.r I8 protvlded by an  olectric
raflway, The Great Nomthern Ratls
way comes to a point  hnmediately
across the river from the city, the
transfer belng mad~ at pre<ent by a
ferry boat, dbut a traflic bridgye I= prac-
¢leally assured in the ncar future,

This i3 the market town for the
tarming communlty spread along the
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Columbia, giving employment to many
hundreeds of men  every year. The
mrineipal streams frequented by these
fish nre the Fraser and Skeena rivers,
and durlng the spawning scason the
waters appear to be allve with sal-
mon.  There are five different kinds
of these fish, the spring or tyhee,
sorkeye, cohoe, duog and  humpback,
the two latter being of very Httle come
mercial value. These fish visit thelr
spawning grounds at different geasons
of the year and varfous theorles and
conjuctutes have been advanced  as
1o where they remaln presious to that
tme, how oid they are when they
come to spawg, otc., but nu very sils-
factory solution of the matter has yet
been vached, It would appear, howe-
over, that the fry go from the spawn-
ing grounds to the sea and on attain-
ing maturity go back to the rivers
where they were born and this ends
thelr existence. They mike thelr way
for great distances up these streams,
on the Fraser river they are found

in competing with these in the Untted
State: as the latter wateh thelr tish tn
traps which §s not permitted in Cane-
ada anld the fish have thus to be taken
bY nets wWhich cost constlerable more,
Ruepresentations  have  been made to
the govermment regarding this and 1t
Is powible that new regulations will
e put inte foree.

Between New Westminster and the
mouth of the Fraswer river ther: are
two towny, Ladness and  Steveston,
the latter bLelug the mor- tmportant
trom the standpoint ot the tish canning
Industry, For about ten months of the
year Steveston Is a qutet Dttle village
dolng a small business with the sut-
rounding agricsitural distiict and the
few f:hermen who make th v homes
here, but daring the prinedpal s Jdman
run, which commences on the 1t of
July, and lazts about six weeks, it s
fitled  to overtlowing  with a motley
cerowd of Whlte quen, Indiang, Japans
ese, Chinese, ete, who ate  engaged
elther In the canneries or in fishiug. It
fs during thix time that the merchants
located here expect to  make thelr
year's profite, and if for any raason
the fiahing should prove a fallure, they
have only one  rexource, namely, to
hold on as best they can with what lit-
e business they get from the fmme-
diate vicipity until the next fishing
sedson arrives,

Ladners, which led between Stevess
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the slopes of the foothilly which are
well adapted for  the  cultivation of
fruitz and vegetables and for sheep
grazing,  Hop growing i3 recelving a
great deal of attentlon az the land is
«iu:d t» be particularly well sulted for
thig,

Recently Mount Baker has been at-
tracting more than u<ual  attention,
owing to the dizxcovery of some rich
mineral deposits, and Chilifwa~k s
profiting Yram this, as while many of
hese clalms ate (0 the United States
ft i3 practieally imposzible to rearh
them excepting by way of Chtlliwack.
A good wagoen read hax been bullt ten
miles ouat from Chilliwack, and  the
govermment hasg appropriated sutllel-
rnt funds 1o have this extended to the
minet. Already the merchants at this
point have derived con.lderable bust-
aeds from this source and the trade 8
S Lo oancrease as the mines are dee
vejoped,

Sonie of the principal mines are the
Lone Jack, Red Mountain, Golden
Charlot group, Gold Basln, et¢. On
the Lone Jack there 18 a veln from
one and 2 half to elght feet in width,
which can be traced for a distance of
25,000 feet.  Tests made of this ore
have averaged over 833 per ton, and
ft t3 sald that the cost of mining and
milling Wil nat exceed §5 a ton, Upe
wands of {30,000 has been expended

Fraser river valley. and is also the
headquarters for the lmmense salmon
trade of this river. A large lumber
bustness §s handled here, there being
three large sawmills, which ship ex-
tensively <o the Northwest Territories
and Manitoba. There are several other
manufactorles alss, such as an  oat-
meal mill, sash and door factorles,
machi{ne shops and an automatic can
factory stamted as a result of the Im-
menae proportions which +she  salmon
canning {ndustry has asavied,

New Westminster was once noted for
the slze and magniflcence of its bulld-
ings, but In the fall of 1898 tho busi.
ness portion, waere the most of these
bulldinga were situated, waa entirely
destroyed by fire, and those erected to
replace the ones destroyed, while béing
as a rule substantial structures, were
not on so grand a scale, This year,
however, several very fino bulldings
aro being completed, notably among
these befng two which will be used for
the vost office and customs house, the
city hall, fire ball and public lbrary.

The provinciat penitentiary, the asy-
lum for the Insano and some other
public bulldings aro also seen here.

For several years past an industrial
exhibitlon has been held here each fall,
This has met with good success, and
has grown to such proportions that it
ia mow one of the most important ex-
nibitlona in Canada.

Salmon fishing forms an important
industry along the coast of British
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Ships Loading Salmon at Steveston, B,C.

s{X hundred miles in the Interlor and
it is sald that at one times they went
to the headwaters of  the Columbia
river In East Kootenay although they
no longer go that far.

These fish are canned fn large nums-
bers for ¢xpart. There are aboul
seventy cannecrles in  the provinee,
which give employment during the
fishing season to some 21,000 men.
Some of these men are regular fisher-
men, but the majorlty of themy only
work at this durlng the sockeye run,
which starts on the flrst of July and
lasts about six weeks. For the last
few years there has been trouble be-
tween the cannery owners and the
fishermen over the price to be pald for
the fish. This reached a serious stage
last yecar and the government were
compelled to Interfere for the protece
tlon of life and property. A strike
was ecalled by the Fishermen's unlon
agaln this year. but, fortunately, it
was settled in time to prevent any
great loss by the business men inter-
osted,

In 1809 the pack for the province
amounted to Y2437 cases, but  last
year was & poor season owing to labor
troubles, ctc. This se¢ason, however,
promises o be a record one, particu-
larly for the canneries on the Fraser,
as the salmon have been swarming
into that river in great numbers.

The cannerfes in British Columbia
are under a consideradble disadvantage

ton and New Westininster, s sur-
routtded by the best agricultural dise
trict of the Fraser river delta, This
delta produces  wonderful  ylelds of
vegetables, frufts, grain, clover and
thmothy. The principal drawback to
farming here iz the lowness of the land
which makes it very lable to be flood-
ed during the thme of high water In the
river.  To overcome thiz, dikes have
been constructed along the banks of
the viver, which serve in most scasons
to Keep back the water. The merch-
ants here also receive a large amount
of buzinesz from those engaged In the
ftlmon fshing. Bealdes three generad
stores, there s a bakery, a harness
chop, two butchers, drug store, blcycle
and implement warchouse, ¢te.

Above New Westminster alsy there
is 2 fine agricultural district extend-
ing along bLoth sides of the river for
many mies, and large quaamtities of
vegetables, fruit, timothy, cte, are
grown, belng almost sufllclent to sup-
ply tho Vancouver and New Westmine
ster markets,

The principal town ajong this por-
tion nf the river Is Chilllwack, comne
monly known as the garden of British
Columbta, where vegetables, trult, and
grain are ralsed In largo quantitics.

The Chillfwack valles 13 about elght
or ten miles in width and  stretches
along tho river for o distance of some
twonty mlles. Besldes this there are
many hundreds of acres of Jand along

on this property., A tunuel has beer
driven an the upper ledge for about
140 feet and a winze sunk 130 feet,
as well as some  cross-cutting and
athier work.

On the Gold Basin somer £15,000 has
been spent in development. A tunnel
12 being driven to tap the ledge at the
700 foot lewvel,

The Red Mountain property adjoins
thy Gold Basin. A tunnel has deen
driven on a  Jd-foot ledge from which
ore has been taken averaging $40 a
.

The Golden Chariot group comprises
fourteon claims. A strong company
hat recently been organized to work
this property.

‘There are & large number of claims
besides these which have given good
surface showings, but on which very
Hitle work has been done, but the
opinion is confldentiy expressed that
before long there wHl be some rich
mines operated here.

The residesits of Chilllwack are ex-
pecting to have a  raflway bdbullt into
thelr town before long, which will
place them in much clover touch with
the outside world and enable them to
d~rlve more advantage from the rich
country surrounding them.

Continuing along the maln_line the
the next town reached §s Kamloops,
which has a population of about 2400,
and §s well suppiied with  business



