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Smatty Wheat Treated.

Tho question of smutty wheat which is being
disoussed at thoe presont time in all parts of the
country will be given an odditional intorest by
tho subjoined letter, which has been sent for
publication by Angus McKay, superintendent,
of tho oxporimental farm at Indian Head,

Smaut iz a gungue which acts in mystorious
ways and 80 far as is yet known is difficult to
acconnt for. Tho same sced sown on fallow
lsnd and on sprin Ylowin will give very smut.
ty wheat on tho allow and almost entirely free
from smut on the spring plowing; one half of a
head will be smut balls, the other half No. 1
hard wheat; one two or more heads iz a stool
of wheat will be smut, the balance good grain.
Ono farmer has no smut, his neighbor alongside
has not one bushel of wheat free from it,though
neither have treated their seed.  While smut
asts in above strange ways when geed has not
been treated its dangerous habits can be effec-
tually overcomo by little expense and very lit-
tlo trouble. .

You give remedy advised by the Winnipeg
board of trade us one suitable for the evil,
which I have no doubt is, but for large quanti-
ties of seed it is rathor troublescme. For very
smutty sced one pound of blue stone to five
bushels of wheat is almost a certain cure, while
for seed that is not badly affected one pound
to eight or ten bushels is ample. This will do
away with soakiog sced in salt brine and is
wuch more casily applied than the two doses of
medicine.

Lot o farmer take his wagon box (if tight),
put in ten bushels of seed, throw over this one

ail of water in which two pounds of blue stone

as been diczolved, tura three or four times so
at to thoroughly mix.  After turning until all
the grain is damp, taking about fifteen min-
ules time, shovel it out in a heap ; if no other
place is available, hard ground will do.  After
the grain has been shoveled out of box by turn.
ing at intervals of thirty minutes or so it will
be fit to bag up or sow in ¢wo or three hours if
the day is at all favorable; One or two men in
this way can get over a great many bushelsina
few hours and put in their pockets a few
mooths afterwards many dollars for their
trouble,

The following result was obtained last season
from sowing smutty seed treated and unireated.
Threo plots of 1-10 acre each were sown and
when ripo six feet square of the grain in each
plot was cut and every head counted. The re-
maining portion of wheat plot was aflerwards
cut, threshed and weighed.

Red fife uatreated, sown 17 April, good,
1,00 heads ; st at, 1.0IC heads ; yield, 24.10
bughels.

Red fife, treated, 1 to 5 bushels, 17 April,
ood, 2,038 heads; smut, 17 heads; yield, 32.00

ushels,

Red fife, traated, (1 to 10 bushels, 17 April,
good, 1,739 heads; smut, 207 heads ; yield 29..
30 bushels,

The grain from the untreated geed is unsale-
ableat any price.
Yours very truly,
ANges MacKay,
Superintendent.

The Paact; River District,

“The Peaco River District” was tho subject
of a lecture delivered in Fortsge la Prairie s
few evenings ago, by Rev. A. Garrioch, who
spent seventeen years in that northern region
as & Church of Eogland missionary., In re-
porting the lecturs the Review says :—

* This much talked of country is 1,390 miles
from here, 500 miles further north than Por-
tage and 700 miles farther west, To get there
the traveller goes 1,040 wmiles by traia, then
350 by wagon and boat. It is supposed that
the Peace River country derived its name from
& treaty of peace made maoy years ago betwo
the Beaver Jndjang sud tho Grees, The sgonoe,

of the country is magnificent. Asthe speaker
dilated op its beauty and pictured its mountain
yrandour, its great sweeps of prairie {ntersect-
ed by winding rivers, bordered with a wreath
of cedar and other forest treasures, his eyo lit
up with an artist’s love of the buautiful, and
more than one in the audience wished they
might one day also havo tho prlvilege of visit.
iog this land of promise. It abouuds in timbar,
and, puttiog the estimate at the lowest, Mr.
Garrioch fc%u cartain that the sonual ontput of
the country before long would be eight billion
feot of lumber, and thon leave pleuty for the
use of 800,000 homesteaders whom he hoped to
see soon sottled there. There are some fifty far-
mers including the Hudson Bay Company. In
all there are about 300 cattle and 1,000 horses.
‘I'hero is nothing to hinder any vnergetic man
from making a fortune out there ranchiog as
tho grasses aro so nutritious and sweot that the
cattle aro rolling fat with no special care from
their ownors, For about seven and a half
motths therc is no snow at all and in the win-
ter the chinook windsarc sure to follow every
cold spell, thereby lessening the leogth and
soverity of the winter very much, Two wecks
of spring-liko weather are sure to follow the
cold snaps. Navigation is open for over soven
months of the year and the climate takenasa
whole, the speaker considered fully as pleasant
as that of Manitoba. That the soil is good
thero is no doubt ; the products prove that, and
the country is rich in wood and water. A pro-
fusion of flowers adorn the landscape,and a sun-
flower, which Mr., Garrioch measured, was
fourteen inches in dismeter. )t is an ordinary
thing to have pumpkius grown in the gardens
wiiich weight tweanty-five pounds.

Lumber Cuttings,

Aan order-in council recently passed has an
importaut bearing on the lumber business regu-
lations heretofore governing the granting of
yearly liczoges to cut timber cu Dontinion land
provided that liccoses should have in opera-
tion withio one year from a date to be fixed in
the license and kept in operation for at least
six months of each year of his holding a saw
mill in connection with his berth capable of
cutting daily at least 1,000 fcet board measure
of lumber for every two and a half square miles
of area licensed. The Government heing now
of opinion that the time has now arrived when
licensees should not be called upon to construct
a mill unless the establishment thereof would
supply a local ueced, an order-in-council has
been passed amending the regulation so that
licensees shall only be required to constructa
mill and commence the manufacture of lumber
within one year from the date on which he is
notified by the Government that such step is
necessary aod expedient in the public in.
terest,

The Eau Claire Lumber Company of Calgary,
will put in two waterwheels of 100 horse power
each, to be used for their saw mill and etectric
light purposes. Tho wheels will be shipped
from Spring6eld, Ohio, on Feb. 17th.

Freight Rates and Traffic.

The Chicago Trade Butletin of Feb, 8 says:
The railroad situation has grown worse instead
of better the past week, Tho leading roads
are evidently short of motive power and are
unable ¢o handle the grain business, not only
hero but at the leadiog western points. A
number of western rouds have refused to ac-
cept grain consigued to castern roads ocxcept in
foreign cars. Rasil rates remain steady at 25¢
for flour and grain and 30c¢ for provisions to
New York. Through business was restricted.
owing to tho inability of the roads to handle
traffic.  Through rates to Liverpool woere
weaker and lower, due to the decline in ocean
rates. Flour ranged at 37§ to 39]c, grain at
36 to 37§c, and provicions at 48 to 5240. Lake
freights reccived more attention aod were
weaker and lJower, Chaxters to Buffalo wero
made at 3} to 4o for corn, the inside at the
cloze, Wheat rates were 33c at the close,

Winnipeg Wheat Inspection.

The number of cars af wheat fnspected at
Winuipeg for the three weeks ended Jan, 23,
Jao. 30 and Feb 6, are shown below with the
grading of tho same,

Gradeo. Jan 23 Jan80 Feb 6.
Extra Manitoba hard ... 0, 0
No. 1 hard ..... 16 12 16
No. 2 hard ....oie ... 48 72 7
No. 3 hard ..oo.iiil oo o7 103 03
No. 1 Northeen . 4 [0 0
No. 2 Northorn ......es. . 9 31 20
No. 3 Northern 4o0ee o... 1 1 0
No. 1 White tyfo ..... . 2 1 1
No. 1 Regular o 06 100 67
No. 2 Rogular 38 100 9
No. 8 Regular 21 28 ]

0. 1 Rejected 11 8 16
NoGmade ............... 1 12 »
Rejected .. ... 29 1 51
Feed Wheat ..... ... . 10 9 ¢
Total ... .. .., seene 405 542 424

Total raspected for the threo weeks, 1,371
cars,  Inspected for the previous threo weeke,
1,538 cars.

The Outlook for Flax,

It is not likely that a great avea of flax will
be planted this year, particularly in Kansas,
Last yeat’s crop was not & great success, aver.
aging 7.2 bu. aguinst 10 bu in Iowa and 9.8 bu
in Mionesota. The failure of many winter
wheat fields may lead to some flax sceding
which would not otherwise have been done, but
the acreage is not likely to equal last vear's,
Nor is the flax area in the Northwest likely to
be as large as last year. The wheat crop of
1891 paid so much better than the flax crop
than any extension of cultivated area is likely
to be put to wheat, Last fall when flax diopped
under 90¢ in Chicago, it broke the record of low
prices, It is 93¢ now.~Kansas City 7rade Re-
vielo.

British Grain Trade.

The Mark Lanc Express of Feb. 8th, in its
weekly review of the British Grain Trade,
says : The prices of Eoglish wheats are still de-
clining. Vhen offered at 0d reduction, the
trade is slow, buv when 1s is conceded ready
buyers are found. Koreign whests are irregu.
larly lower. At Liverpool there has been 33
per cental decline on  Cahfornian and 2d per
ceutal decline on other sarts of Awerican
wheats Flour has dropped 6d persack. Corn
hae fallen 1s without encouraging an advance,
Barley is almost uLsaleable at 1s decline. Oata
have lost 1s and linseed 6d. At Monday’s mar-
ket English wheats were firme: without quot-
ahle advance ; American was readily bought at
the riso. Flour was in better domand and
prices were up Gd.

——————

C. H. Waterous, sr., fovnder in 1840 of the

Waterous Engine Works Co., Biantford, Oat.,

with branches at St. Paul and Winnipeg, is
dead.

The trade of Montreal, says the Bulletin, has
been surprised the past few days by the magni-
ficent size of frozen salmon arriviog from British
Columbia. Brown Bros., of St. (atherine
street, are now exhibicin%) some monsters,
x;uch as have rarely, if ever, been seen here be-

ore.

Stocks of wheat in store in Minnesota and
Dakota country eleva:ors amounted to 11,834,.
800 bushels, showing a decrease of 432,300
bushels for the week, The stock of whuat in
Minncapolis public clevator is 8,421,403 bus-
hels, showiog an increase of 149,151 bushels,
The stock in Duluth is 7,954 931 bushels, an
increuse of 159,169 bushels. The Minneapolis
private stocks, as computed by the Northwest-
ern Miller, ore 1,653.000 bushels, showing an
increase of 179,000 bushel. for tho week., The
total supply in Minnesota and Dakota eleva.
tors amounts to 29,864,234 bushels showing an
increase of 51,020 bushels. The total a year
ago was 22,397,887 bushels, an increaso of 145,-
763 bushels for that week.—Minneapolis Mar.
ket Review, Feb, §th, -



