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Notes and Comments,

A number of towns in this province have
passed Dby-laws iwmposing high liceuses upon
transicnt traders Some of these licenses
amount to practical prohibition. 'I'ne itineraut
tailor, who bas become quite an institution in
this conntry, is now falling in for a share of at.
tection from  municipal couacils of outside
towns. The Minncdosn council proposes to
place such a tax upos these individuals as shall
1ender their visits unprofitable.  ‘T'hese restric.
tive meusures are adopted in the intevests of
local merchonts, who undoubtedly deserve pro-
tection from cheap Jobus and peregrinating
hucksters.

The question i3 again bLeing discussed as to
the value of frozen wheat for seed purposes.
Mauny farmers are of the opinion that frozen
grains will answer for sceding just as well as
sovnd wheat, while others believe that it will
not produce as sute and healthy 2 giowth as
the latter.  E«periments have been made with
the damaged wheat by sowing in a Lox, aud it
is found to germinate very well, but this can
hardly be taken as a sure test under ordinary
ciccumstances.  Besides, damaged grain which
would sprout in the usual time, might not ma.
ture as carly as sound grain, and the product
might not be of a desirable quality. It will be
admitted that the bulk of the testimony is
sgaiast the use of fvozen wheat for seed. At
aull eveats, farmers should not ran any unneees-
sary risks in a maticr of such vitel importance.
Like begets like ; and the very bevt grain pro-
cuiable should always be used for seed, if a No.
1 quality is expected to be reaped at the har-
vest.

Some of the outlying municipalities in Mani-
toba and the territerics have been placed in an
awkward position, un account of the large
amount of property lying within their boand.
aiies, which is exempt from taxation. Moose
Jaw is one of the places which is placed in
peculiar position in this vespect. The town
cite is owned by the Goverament, the C.P.R
Co., and the Northwest Land Co., and all the
Jands held by these are exempt from taxation.
This leaves very liftle property upon which a
rate can be levied, and cousequently the
audiorities find themselves short of funds for
the purposz of municipal requirenents. The
people have petitioned the Dominion Govern-
ment for relief, and as the exemptions were the
creaticn of the Government it wonld seem but
right that they shiould receive some assistance.
However, if the principle were recognized in
one instance, ic would follow that all other
municipalities should receive [similar treat-
ment, and forthwith there would be a deluge of
denands from other municipal organizations.
In the case of the Northwest Land Co., there
appears to be some doubt as to the right of
the company to exemption from taxation. Ac-
conding to she agreement between the Govern-
ment and the C.P.R. Co., the lands granted
the latter were to be exempt from taxation for
the period of twenty years, but lands passing
from the ownership of the compzny wenld
becomne subject to taxation immediately upon
such transfer, Now, the properties held by
the Land Co., ave 2 part of the original grant,

to the Canpdian DPacific Railway Co. The
Land Co., hove so far evaded the payment
of taves hy posing asagent for the C. P. R. Co.
‘The former company holds a large mmonnt of
real propr ty in some sections of the prosvinge,
and in wunicipalities wheve the company is
very largely interested, there is some agitation
to have the matter tested in the courts, as to
the right of the company te excemption.
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Commercnal Summary.

Spegial telegrams to Bivdstieel’s veport no
real improvement in the movemeat of general
merchandise throughout the country, with the
exception of the increase in the castern traflic
of the Californiz railways, owing to cut rates.
At St Louis and <ovthwest thercof theve is
continued stagnation.  Much impatience is
manifested at business centres throughout Mis.
souri, Kansas, Arkansas and Texay, owing to
the continnation of the stiike and the conse-
quent embargo on trade,  Beighter weather and
a moderately active oider demand for season-
able goods ave reported from Clevelend, De.
troit, Chicago, Burlington, Towa, and Kansas
City. At castern centres businces has not im-
proved, bot is equal in volume and promise to
that of a weck ago. In gerers! it has been un-
even, with the most strength shown by dry
goods. Stocks of the latter at first hands are
lighter. Higher wages paid mill opermives
tend to advance prices, but the prospect of
laber troubles renders he market hvavy and
uncertain.  Jobbers are doing better than last
week  Piind cloths are fumer at 33c lees 4 per
ceat. for G4s.  Wool is now admittecly heavy
and lower in price.  Mill supplics are light, but
labor troubles are held by neiil-owners to be a
menace to th» trade outlook, and holders are
shading prices at seaboard markets,  Iron pre-
sents few features Leyond the weakness of fin-
1shed 1ron at Pittsborgh, prices of whicaare s
low as they were last antumn, while quotations
for pig are §1.50 higher. Pittshurgh is re-
ported more bullish on pig iron than any other
producing centre. The geueral industrial situ-
ation has not improved. The stiikes of south-
western railway employes, of bituminous coal
miners, and of textile mil! operatives continue,
and strikes at Pittsbargh of 1,200 ¢mployes of
tne Natioval 'I'ube Works and of 1,500 cloak
and swit mnekers at New York bring the giand
total of those on stril'ec up to 55,000. The
Adams, Mass., teatile nill-owners’ league to
withstand the Knights of Labor promiscs a ser-
jous lockout in that locality.  One-third of the
hands at one mill have been discharged.
Wheat is duller and lower again on westein cs-
timates of a hieavier teserve on July 1 than kad
Teen capected.  Bradstieet’s estimates from
avat.b.c data point to a total stock, visible and
wmusihle, on July 1 next of about 60,000,000
bushels, both coasts ; other grains present no
features, and lkog products though in strong
hands are not active. Low prices for sugar in
London cffect the wmarket bere. Coffee is
casier under a small demand, and heavy offer-
jngs of tea at auction have had u like cffect.
There were 209 failures in the United Stales
reported to Dradstreet's this week, against 211
last woek, 247 in the thivd week in Mareh,

1855, 192 in 1884, 196 in 1883 and 140 in 1882,
Canada had 30, agaivst 28 last week and 36
last year.  ‘The total number of failures in the
United States from Januvary 1 to March 19 is
2948, agamst 3,474 in a like po-tion of 1885, a
decline of 526 failaves this year against last or
nearly 47 per week,  There were 2,885 faituces
in cleven weeks of 1584 (63 less than this year),
2,800 in 1583, aud 1,800 in 1882 — Bradstrec’s
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SCALES

Wholoaale Dealers—J. Ho ASHDOWN, CPTI
SE0 D, WooD & co,  Whmives.

The &, & 0, GURNEY (0., Rupert 8., Winaipeg,
RICHARD & CO.,

Tmporters and Wholesale Dealers in

Wines, Spirits and Cigars
365 MAIN STREE’ ",

Mulholland Bros

GENERAL HARDWARE MERCHANTS,

hporters of
Birmingham, Sheffield & American Goods,
DEALERS IN STOVES AND
MANUFACTURERS OF TINWARE,
Agents for the Wasanurn & Moen Celebrated_Gaivamzed Barbed Wire
Main Street,

- Winnipeg,

OFFICE LABOR SAVING DEVICES
The Schlicht-Field Company, Limited

Mavtracterenrs, TORONTO,
Have opencd a Branch Otlice at

259 MAIN ST, WINNIPEG,
Where the) have in ~t.ock th\:ir.

Stannon Piling Cabinefs, &srsus dres from 12

Letters, Imvotcex, lecapts, Telogmmus, Dmatdte, cte., cte,

Dominion Letter Files and 'I'ransfer Cases,
Dominion Document Riles {5 Pege Mortaxes.
Schlicht Standard IndeXessorissenames =0:*

also their new

Patent Rapid Roller Damp Leaf Letter Copisr
will copy 100 letters in three minuntes.
FILING CABINETS miay be seen m yractical usc at Mcsars
McBean Broy, Grain Merchants; J. Elliott & Son, Agricul.
tural Linp. Maule, Hedenon & er Wholesale Grocers,
Catl and examine or nddress for pzrt!culars .
J. GMELIN, Agt for llamtoba and N.w.T.,
255 Maln St., \\mul;n.;,
ilee 1o, 330 10 3.0, and Jtoopm,




