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ou tlîouglit for a moment, ivlien the ivooder
rini for bicycles 'as iii its experimieial stage,
thuat thue lunîber tracte would cvcr be aiffectecl b>
its adoption. Yet thie bicycle lias becomie sc
generai thiat no smahl quaintity of rock elin a id
iaplc is required in tlîe mainufacture of rinis, auîdi
1 know one dealer iii particulaîr vhio is sîipplying
laîrge quaintities of such stock for tluis special
plîrpose, and I hiave reaison to behieve (liat lic is
rcaîlizing a snîîg little sum tlîcrcby.

MRu. Dav',n McL,înEN, a lcadcing lunîber nier-
chant of Ottawva, 'î'ho spent tuîe greater part of
last ivinter in England, staîtes tliat the outlook
for the luibcr traîde a--ross the Atlanîtic is good.
Stocks are ligliter thian îîstial at tluis seaîson, aid
the demand excellent, wiîlî prospects of a cou-
tinued gooci constîniptive demnanîd. Tliere ap-
pears to be a better feelinîg over tere, thuat nuaini-
fests itself iuî increaîscd business generally. Mr.
McLaren stes thait lie tounid a vcry strong
feeling in London iii faîvor of draw~ing the mothier
country auîd lier colonies dloser togetiier. The
expressionî of loyaîlty by the colonies dîîring the
reccuit %var scare made a strouîg inipressioti.

IX.iuiER is jusl nowv in a transitionu state,"
said a keen observ'er of lumiber niatters wvutI
whomn 1 converscd re~ccutly. "lA fcev yeaîrs
ago," lie aîdded, "1quality ivas subordinate to
quantity, and tic iill mai euideavored to cut as
large a stock ais possible withi litile regard to
cWficicncy. Bat tinues aire cluanugiuîg, and wvlîrc
a manufacturer fornicrly ctit six or seven millionu
feet, probably ncarly aili of ouue length, tlîe ivise
miill mnari iow preters to huave one nmillion feet,
wvhicli lic cets to special lcuigtlis aînd sizes to imlc
tie requirenients of tîxe mîaîrket. 1 nmust admit,
lîowvver, that Cauadiatî nuill nmen have been
somewvliat slowv iii rcalizing the nccessity for this

change, and many of tlîcm haive not yet leaîred
tlue adî'antages to bc derivcd front greater caîre
in thue mantifacture of stock. In tluis respect the
mniufaictuirer iii Eîîglauîd is entircly different.
Thucre cverytliing is satted to special lengths.
J ust tc. sive yoîî an instance of îvluat is rcquired
by the Englislî maîrket, ait oue timie a gentleman
vais taîking out a quaîntity of stock iii the

UGvorgîan Baiy district for Iiaut markcet, and aHl
sîrups over three fect iii lengch %%cre cnt to lialf-
foot sizes anud tied up iuî buusidlcs of 25 ecd. 0f
course ie got a grood price, anud could .îfford to
take the trouble. Anotîter point vvhiclî 1 might
point out," said oiij Informantu, Il is thue necessity
for sawing off culi enîds of bo.urd.s. If a board
liais, say, tîvo fcet of culi luniber on the end, it
shouhd be saweh off, abs tle custonier to whuom it
us sluippect is obliged to pay freiglut tliercon, vhiile

tue lîuuuber is of '1o vaîlue whlatever. M.aifac-
tuirers aire also cxperiencing ain hîicreasingý
demiand for thin stock, anîd few hav'e aipparatits
to manuifacture it. W\luen it coinc downu tu
ýt incu, it requaires a îery rigid saîfraume to

prevent spritnginig."

Mu. C. M. Bccchcr, of Vancouver, B3. C., and
on1e of tlie Icading luimber dealers of tic Paîcific
Coast, visitcd the castern provinces Iast rnontlî.
Mr. i3ceclicr is a nephcew of the late Rcv. 1-enry
Ward l3cechcr. lnterviewcd by a rcprcsentativc
of the press, Mr. Beechier rcmiarkcd that whiem
lie lcft home no lcss than rfiteen ocean.going
vessels w~ere Iying in the harbor of Vancouver,
loading cargoes of lunibcr and other western
products for foreign ports. "1A cable, " said lie,
Ifroin Vancouver to Austratia and tie Orient

would give a wvonderfui impetuis to, the lumber
trade, as the Britishi Colunmbia dealers wvould
tiien bc iii a position to commnincate daily, at a
comiparativcly low rate, wvith the island continent,
and hoth couintries wotild no doubt be vcry
iargcly bencefitted. 1 arn a irni believer in pre-
férential trade bctwveen the colonies theniselv'cs
as wvell as wvith Great I3ritain. 1 believe that
wvcre such a policy as that outIined by Sir Chiarles
Tupper, now Prime Minister of Canada, carried
into effcct, tliat the progress of thc Dominion of
Canada during tie next decade %vould be far
ahicad of any material advancemient made in the
United States during the last fifty years. 1 have
no hecsitation in saying that if Australia wvere to
impose a duty of one dollar per thousand on
ltumber produccd outside the colonies, it would
start cvcry saw miii in the province of B3ritishi
Columibia, and give new life to the wvlole of
Western Canada ; wvhere we now ship fifteen
million feet, ouir ycarly cxport wvould go to forty
million at a single bound, and 1 need not tell you
wvlat this would mean to aill branches of trade on
the Pacific Coast." .Mr. Beechier statcd that lus
firrn sel] lumber ail the ivay fromn the Atlantic to
tue Pacific, three million feet going yearly to one
towvn in Nova Scotia alone. They also purchiase
rnachinery frorn Nova Scotia, wvhicli goes to show
that interprovincial trade is steadily on the
increase.

WHîîu I met Mr. John Gray, lumber nierchant,
of Toronto, lic had just retuirned froin the Nipis-
sing district. 1le informed nie that the %vater in
the rivers iii that section wvas as low as is tisual
in July, atnd prospects wcre not very briglit for

getting the logs out. Whulc admitting that it
wvas rather discouraging to Itîmbermen to have
tlîeir logs lîung up after getting tiieni out of the
woods, Mr. Gray rcmarked tlîat ultimately it
would be a beneit to the trade. Il Some of the
mills," lie rernarked, have large stocks of old
lumber o. liaînd, and in some cases the cut of
1 94 : -li 1 think w~ill slîortly require to be re-
piled, . stilI at the milîs. Tlîe trade is very
quiet at presenit, the great trouble being %vitli
the Io%% er grades of pinic. No. icuts ire alwvays
rnarkctable, as 1 believe there is nothing to take
tlîe place of whîite pine for certain purposes. On
it recent ý,isit to lPhilad%:phlia 1 found 1 could selI
aIl tlie No. i grade 1 could !,end along, but wlien
it carne to culîs, spruce and licnilock were being
used largel% instead. Lumbermen made a great
mistake in cutting tlieir limits. Sonie years ago
tlîey ivent th rougli themi and cut aIl the best pine,
leaving tlîe cull trees, and nowv wvlen tlîe lower
grade lumber is manufactured, tliere is little or
no dernand. H-ad they reverscd the order of
tlîings they wvould have been millionaires to-day."
Mr. Gray is also interested in timiber limits, and
took occasion to rernark tipon the low price at
whiiclisprucelinauts could beobtaiined. A gentle-

nuit wvlio huad rccently bceei offered tlîe option of
tic purcliase of a Iiiiit in New Brunswick, esti-
nuated tliat lit thîe price ait whicli tlîe Iinîiit %vas
offcrcd, the luniber could bc laid dowvn iii New
Y'ork ait $6 pcr tlîousand. ' nd"lie aidded,

l tcre is a considerable adv.antage iii manuufac-
turing sprucc deals for tlie Englisli mîarket, as
any cuIl stock cau bc titilii.cd i ie mcnaun ufaictutre
of plulp."

A GENTI.EMAN frouii tlc wvest wvith wh'oni 1 liad
the pleasuire of anii interesting chat recenthy, vaîs
Mr. WNni. Margaclu, Crown Trimiber Agent for
tlîe Rainy River district, wvhose lîeadquarters are
at Rat Portage. 0f the future prospcrity of tlie
wvestern counîtry no one is more saînguine tluan
INIr. Margach, anud no o51e, perhaps, is better
acquaiuited wvitli its resources. ''The lunuber-
nmen of the w'est," said lie, Il have expcrienccd a
better deniamd for lunuber sixîce tlue beginning of
the year tiian for te pazst thurce or toaur years,
and ais our mnarket is entirely iii Canada anîd
depcnds largely on the grain production of the
Nortlî-west, prescrit indications point to a good
year. Voit are, of course, faiililiar wvith the
Government systcmi of granting timber licenses.
Luinber operators employ scalers to ineasure the
logs aftcr bcing cut, tlicir mieasuremient being
clîecked by Government officials. It is my duty
to sec that propcr rctirns are nmade to tlîe Gov-
emiment. The boundaries of my district are the
Ontario botundary line on tue wvcst, the United
States botindary line on the soutlî, tUic ne
bctween Thîunder Bay district and Rainy River
on tlue east, and James Bay on tie iorth. The
distance is about 200 miIes frOsî casI to iî'est,
and beîtveen ioo and i5o miles fromn nortli to
south. The timber is pine, spruce and tamiarac.
In tlîe valley ot tlîe Rainy River, wvhicli is 8o
miles iii length, there are to be round immense
quantities of spruce. I arn quite familiar wvitli
tlîe greater part of Ontario, and froni my knowv-
ledge 1 believe there is more spruce tinîber ini Uic
Rainy River valley tluan iii aIl tlîe rest of Ontario.
The country offers the best of facilities for tlîe
mar.ufacture of pulp, sprtice being a natural
product of the fiait lands, wvhichi are about lialf
covered wviîl water, and whvli means that maîny
watcr powvers aire available. Tliere are large
rivers, sucli as the Katiinistiqua, tlîe Wabigon
and the Eagle, while at the Lake of the Woods
tic Keewatin Powver Company have expended
upwards of oule million dollars in developing the
wvater powver. At Sauît Ste Marie, wherc Uie
finest pulp iil i Ontario lias been erccted,
tliere are coîîsiderable quantities of, spruce, but it
is only a malter of a little tirne until it becornes
exhausted, anîd thereafter the Rainy River vaîlley
must furnislî the supply. The spruce industry is
only in ils infancy, and the nlext few years wvill
witness great developrnents in connection wvith
the tîtilization of tlîis; wood." ?Mr. Margacli
remarkcd that the output of logs in Iiis tcrritory
during thie paîst ivinter had heen quite large, iii
fact considerably iii exccss of tlîe previous
%vinter. ïMining opera ions, lie said, îî'cre also
quite active, and wvere resulîing in the consunip-
tion of no small quantity of luniber.

Cainacla exports several muillion dollars' worth îî'ore
lunîber to the United States ecd year flhaî to Grent
I3riain. The value of Caîaida's forest products is abouit
S80>o0o1o00 Per an,,Of wlsicli ntuirlY 70 PL' centi. goes
îito local consîtipton.
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