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IMMIGRATION TO CANADA., .

Th latest annual report of the Canadian Minister of Agriculture con-
tains many facts and figures of interest It shows that during last year
90,169 immigrants made their home in some part of the Dowinion, as
against 103,524 in the preceding year.  ‘The reduction of 25,000 has been
due to two canses :—(1). ‘The large decline in emigration from Great Bri-
tain, Germany, and Russia. And (2). The rebellion in our Noith-West,
which is known to have changed the destination of many British Agricul-
turiess that had intended to settlo in the Dominion.  Still, the accession t»
our population was of moment to so new a country, and was wuch larger
than in any ong year hefore 1881, ‘There is every reason to believe that
the innmigration of this ys ar will be much larger, and that of the succeeding
year will be iarger stitl.  The reports of our agents in Great Britain are
very encouraging.  Koowledge of Canada and its resoufces that will be
d Mused by the great Colonial Exhition will of a certainty have a marke
effect,

The Minister of Agriculture speaks of our immigrants as a good class
of scttlers, and makes the satisfactory staement that all who have come to
seek for work met with regular employment, and that they were all satisfied
with their new home.,
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MILK, BUTTFER AND CHEESE.

Our subscribersin the country, especially those who go in for dxiry farm-.

ing, will be much fnterested in studying the fullowing table comfiled by
D. W. Lewis, of New York, which shows approximately (on the basis
of 46.6143 quarts of milk to the 1oo 1bs.) the worth of milk compared with
rates of butter and cheese i—

Price per Equal cents Equal cents Equal cents
100_)Lm in quarts, fn Butter, fu Cheenc,
70 14 173 7
82 1 204 8}
87 1 zxi 83
93 3 231 ot
99 2% 24 10
1.0§ 2} 20 10}
1.11 3 27} 11
1.16 24 29 11f
1.22 28 302 xz%>
1.28 23 32 12
1.34 2] 333 134
1.40 3 35 14
1.51 3% 37 154
1.63 34 40 163

Mr. Lewis mentions that in one recent instance, a New Jersey community,
within thirty miles of New York, who contemplated starting a creamery,
were led by study of the above figures, to let well-enough alone, and con-
tent themselves with continuing shipments of milk. The publication of this
table in a citv journal may, however, also lead our city friends to calculate
the milkman’s profits.

It will of course be necessary to explain. concerning the above table,
that when pure milk is worth 50 cts per 100 1bs. (a little over 463 quarts)
it iv werth 1} cts. per qt, the rate for butter should be 173 cts, and for
cheese, 7 cts, per Ib. It would apoear from tius table, that when factories
are giving 2t 05 per 105 Iby (2} cts. per qu.) for milk, the farmer had better
sell the raw product for that juce than manufacture it into butter at less
than 26} cts per lb, or cheese at Jess than 10! cts. per lb.  We are not
told whether the value of ~kimr mitk, butter milk, and whey, are taken into
consideration in this calculation s and this we should know, as the pure
milk contains 12 6 per cent.; skimned mitk, g 3 per cent.; butter milk, g 7 per
cent.; and whey 6 § percent of nutricnts. .
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A WORD ALOUT REFORM.

The pregiess of reform i always gradual. ‘The rising of a stream of
public opjnten 1s noticad at hi-st wita indiff: rence, then with curiosity, lastly
with interest, wdlam, or bapy, antil it farces s way over the confifiing
embankments, ind sweeps anway all resisicnce. One by one we see these
streams sp-nnging ap. fed by ninnaerabie nivalets of individual experience,
and swollen b coundess s wars of suciad and political events. At first
we recogmize - nly the suculition of a fow, next we hear the expression of
& more pencral desife. U hew laeory is combated and supported, it
triumphs n the conflict for popular sympathy, and lastly it becomes the
aim ot the statesnan.  Sumetimes, it is tiue, a politician introduces a mea-
sure which scems to bave ongmated solery in bis own brain, Not 'so; the
great, si'ent. mavs s Fad long aro felt the need for the change, though theie
views had never befure tiken so definite a shape.  Public sentiment is the
father of legil-ien.  Could prombitory hquor laws have been carried in
the reigns ol tie Georges, er could any statesman have dreamt of the
emancipativs of slaves m the divs of ancient Rome? But when many
years, it may br centurics, of wodifying influences have been at work, the
most fundnmat 1 opinims of the great publc breome changed. ideas,
theoties, withen, _gtitt ns cprpg up tron the soil of public opiion, and
are takensmn ¢ v, 0 cendd o eatas d by the str ng hand of the master,

Inthisre p e rved so atcaad relizions omnionis subject to change
N the snmew v s v e b o Dot esasmueh as it calla far more sertous
thouglit, th. Jance whs-np b Wairthim the Lt quarter of a century,
fashions have come and gone which in their day wers considered the only
thing possible, but which, if seen now, would provoke a smile. First came

the period when man complacently walked about with each lower limp
encased in a sort of tapering bag, like & ship’s whip ; next he found it
graceful and becoming to invert the oncasement and let the superfluoys
cunvas flout about his foot ; finally he became satisfi.d with the present
compromise between the two,  During the same twenty five years the fay
ones have sailed arounil enveloped in a cone-like wire cage, have strugsled
with the nbatinate pliability of drapery without wire, and finally adopted 3
device which woulid have caused the untutored eyes of their grandmother 1o
be turned heavenward with a look of unspeakable horror.  But if fashion is
capricious, public opinion on the most acrious subjects of human thought
and action is not immutable ; unly it changes more gradually. Twenty,
nay ten years ago,the Home Ruleagitation had no sympathiz -rs outside of those
whose race affinitics drew them nearer to the agitators.  To day the leading
statesman of the greatest of nativns boldly champions the cause.  Waould he
have thought of doing a0 had not the evils of the existing order of things
and the difliculties o* otherwise nettling this veited question first become the
subject of thought for the whale English nation ? It has been said that
the poct reflects his age ; the statesman is a more faithful mirror.

Mention has been made of Gladstone's Home Rule bill; we have had
also A striking example in the recent License Act, just passed th: Jocas
house. People in Halifax who were little acquainted with the growth of
temperance sentiment throughout the rest of the province were somewhat
astonished at the boldness of the bill, and their astonishwent was largely
increased at its passing.  But public sentiment in the cuuntry supports it;
and public sentiment is a source of irresistible strength,
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HOME RULE FOR IRELAND.

It is clear that Gladstone’s endeavor to do justice to Ireland will cost
him several supporters of note, but not 50 many as the English Tories at
first supposed. ¢ Home Rule for Ireland,” or ¥ No Home Rule for {re.
land,” has been the watchword at many a thronged public mecting since the
Premier brought forward his plan. These mectings, on the whole, have
done more good than harm to the cause of Ireland.

The Tories have not been very noisy or demonstrative in their opposi.
tion to the measure. The Marquis of Salisbury has declined to sanction
the measure, but many Irishmen have felt it their duty to do likewise. His
policy and that of his party could be gathered from the cablegrams of three
weeks ago : to leave the recalcitrants of the Liberal party to lead the Oppo-
sition to Gladstone's two great bills. At the second reading of the Home
Rale bill, the Liberal bolters, the remnants of the old Whig party, and most
of the Tories, will unite to defeat it, but only with precarious chances of
success.

Chamberlain’s hostility to Gladstone has largely subsided. The ¢radi
cal of radicals" wants to get his old place in the Liberal party. He has
learnt that he has not the magnetism of the chief he would fain depose.

———
OUR NEWLY APPOINTED PROVINCIAL EXAMINERS.

Much fault has been found with the appointment of Rev. Mr. Cu-rie to
the position of Provincial Eximiner of intending teichers for Nova
Sentia.  The chief objection offzred to this appointment, is that he is not 2
graduate or connected with the Provincial Nurmal School. It is our
decided opinion that the “ prizes ™ of.the teaching profession should, as a
rule, be reserved for teachers. It is probably for the public good that our
Inspectors of Schools ought to be not only men of superior scholarship but
practical teachcrs —men that have had actual experience in teaching
different grades of schools, and that are consequently able to sympathize
with all the teachers under their supervision. But it is 'y no means clear
that Provincial Examiners of this Province ought to be meu fresh from a
teacher’s desk in the Normal School or elsewh re, In the first place their
positions are not so femunerative as 1o be considersd one of the prizes of
the teaching profession. In the second place it would be questionable
wisdom to appoint as a Provincial Examiner any man whose business is
(and would: continue to be) the preparing of candidates for Teachers'
Examinations.  And, thirdly, as a Uniform Teachers' Examination 1s.to 2
great extent, regarded as a useful adjunct of the educational work being
done by all the important schools in the Province, it seems to us best 10
h .ve as conductors of that examlunation men of broad viewa aud of libenl
education whnse minds arc not imbued with the peculiar ideas that are apt
to be in the ascendancy in almost every institntion of learning. [t might,
indeed, be to the public interest to have among our Provincial Examiners
persons that live outside the Province.  As, therefore, Rev. Mr. Currie
has the requisite qualifications for his new poaition, we do not think there
are good grounds for objection to his appointment,
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The labor question continues to puzzle United States legistators. Boy-
cotting, as it has been practised in Pennsylvania, New York and other states,
is becoming a formidable and threatening evil. President Cleveland in a
message sent to Congress on’ this subj ct, says. Under our form of
government, the vatue of labor as an elemznt of nationil prosperity shoud
be recogniz, d, and the wellare of the labring man should: be regarded as
eaprcially entitled to lesislative care.  The present condition of the
relations between labor and cipital are far from satisfactore.  The di-content
of the unemployed is due partly to grasping and heedless exactinas of

Lare not always carcful to avoid causeless and unjustifiable disturbances.

employers, and alleged discri nination in favor of capital as an objectof .
governmental attention. It must also be conceded that the laboring mes




