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MILITIA PROMOTION.

v the Editor of the Montreal Herald :

Siz,—With tho consciousness of tho Herald
peing one of the few journals, open to free
discuzsion, LI would briefly remark upon a

paragraph in the Montreal Gazetfe of yester

day, which brings into strong relief the
ignoranco of the circumstances of the case,

and that evident duty to defend all Govern

mobtal Acts, which distinguishes that valu-
sble journal. The paragruphis the follow-

1D

cers and men of the 8th Battalion threaten
to resign, unless Lieut. Colonel Paret's ap-

“p Quebec despatch states that tho offi-

and probably of the Rural Battalions to fo
ward their resignations.

Your obedient servant,
Deryr DiGNiORL

QUEBEO VOLUNTEERS.

—

To the Editor of the Montreal Herald :

¢ tual service.”

Sir:—In your excellent articlo entitled
“QOur Volunteers,” in yesterday's issue of
tho Herald, it is stated ¢ A considerabla and
‘““vajuable part of the force at Quebee had
“gctually thrown up its duties in disgust
“the very moment heforo that in which
“every availablo man was required for ac-
To avoid any misconception
which might arise amongst the Government

gfilitia, vice Cassault, selected for service
the North West, is immediately cancelle

isbanded, why the sooner the better.”
The)» asons why Lt.-Colonel Panet's pr

intment as Deputy Adjutant General of

It is to be hoped that thoy will,” for the bat.
tslion that takes a stand of that description
does not add much strength to tho effective
force of the country, and the soouner itis

motion 80 unsatisfactory are briefly stated.
His elovation to the Deputy Adjutant Gen-

eralship is an act of gross injustice to his
seniors ; Colonels Reave of the 8th, Forsyth
of the Cavalry, Blanchet of the 17th, Banois
ofthe 565th, Brigade Mnjor Duchesnay of
Levis, and others whosenamaes it is unneces-
sary to enumerate. Lieut.-Col. Panet is
aleo the Coroner of the District, has been
promoted already in his own Battalion out
of bis turn, and in fact seems to be such a
favourite of the powers that be, that at the
present rate of advancement, he may (if he
bo spured) become Postmaster, ( ollector of
Customs; and Excise Officer all at once.
No objection to Lieut. Col. Panet, is felt per-
soaally oras s representative of the majority
of the inkabitants of this Province; as the
sppointmont of Colonels Lamontagne or
Duchesnay would have been welcomed—of

N and Quebec Garrison Artillary—had taken
d.| advantage of their differences with the Mili-
tia authorities to shirk their duty of defend-
ing the country, allow me to state that such
was not the case, and the officers, whose
resignations aro now in the hands of the
Government, exerted themselves to muster
their men as usual, notwithstanding the
sense of injustice that prevails amongst the
rank and file at the recent appointment.

O-

above named battulion in the

the bottom of the grievance.

supporters, who might perhaps surmise that
the Volunteers referred to—the 55th, 8th

The French Canadian press here have en-
deavoured to prejudice the officers of the
ublic mind
by asserting that an illiberal jealousy at the
appointment of a French Cunadian was at
The inaccura-
cy of this assertion (1o use & mild phrase) is
so well appreciated here, thut no attewmpt
was made to disprove itn the local press, |
as the officer wuose appointment would (as

I explained in my former lo:ter) have given
universal satisfuction, Biigade Major Lamon-
tagneis a French Canadian, and so 18 Brigade
Major Duchesnay, whose claims to the posi-
tion are incomparably supetior to the pre-
sent occupaut ; but as I seo that this asser-
tion of the French press is copted into some

Mjor.

tis not of & character to encourage com
E manding officers to spend their time anc
money in endeavouring to keen up thei

junior, or an officer whose connection witl
the force has been ot arecent and intermit
{ient nature, and who already enjoys a lucra
tive appointment from Government.

E  Aword as to tho sneer at the 8th, con
trined 10 the paragraph in question.

the present surp'us of the force) has are

naet an equal.

M beaten doring tho last four years the 17th,
@ th, 30th, 69th, uud R. E. of the Regulurs
j 1od the G.[.R. Rifle Rrigade of Monu.eal;
B andin 1868 won the Battalion Prize at the
Dominion match at Laprairie. At the in-
spection last month the Battalion was lughly
cowplimented by Colonel Bagot of the 69th,
woffices whose opinion is at least of as
zl;ch weight as his **confrere’” of the Gu-
e,

In conclusion the Gazetfe may bo glad to
bar that the 8th are not alone in this mat-
ki, and the confirmation of the appoiat-
12608 of Lieut.-Col. Panet will be the signal
for the officars of the Artillery and Cavalry

the former especially, the promotion to the
Deputy-Adjutant-Generalship would have
been a source of satisfaction to Volunteers
| ofall ranks, as a d-gserved recognition of
his valuable services for years as Brigade

B Bauation, in spite of the Militia Act; if when
§ twe promotion offers, it is counferred on a

The
Batwalion 50 cavalierly to be disposed of (in

cord as honourabla as any in the Dominion,
snd as a good shicoting Battalion, perhs s
It furnished three Compatiies
fir active service from December, 1864 to
B August, 1865 at Windsor and Laprairie, hus

of the western papers, perhapsitis well to
contradict it.

Yours obediently,

Detor Dioxtor:.
Quebec, June 3rd, 1870,

THE SKIRMISH AT HOLBROOK'S

1 CORNERS.

r

Frevtouspurs, May 27th.—About eight
o'clock it was discovered that » large body
of Feninns had entrenched themselves near
Holorook's Corners.
Rifle Brigade including Prmce Artbur s com-
pany, with 250 of the Volunteers and 150 of
the Independent corps, were 1mmedintely
sent forward to dislodge them. The Fenians
opened a brisk fustlade. which was respond-
ed to by the Rifle Brigad-+ in a terrible man-
ner. ‘'The bullets literally rained down
upon the barricade, and no bhuman force
could have lived for ten minutes, With a!
faint whoop the enemy vicated their shel-
ter, dodged in and out among the brush-
wood, and oun reaching the clear ground ran |
with a velocity which none but Fenians'
could equal. Their figtt was most ludi-+
crous. Knapsacks, overcoats, rifles and the |
Fenians’ constani companions, whiskey.
flagsks, were thrown away in tho steeple|
chaso; big Fenians fell over little Fenians,
and little Fenians fell over big Fenians; of-
ficers jostled their sergeants, and Generals
jostled privates, and away they rushed hel-
ter skelter without even as much as a soli-
tary * Erin go Bragh.'’ It was a miniature
Bull's Run. Fleetest among the fleet was
an officer in a brun new greon uniform with
& fiorce looking plume of green feathers in

2

!

A detachment of the!

r-{ his shako, He must have been at Bull's
Run. He bounded anielope-like over fences
kangeroo.like over stumps, and on open
ground he was equally unapproachable. Of
him might it be truly said, in the words of
Mark Twain, *None ran that day with more
vigour, yet there was much runningand a
groat desl of vigour.”—About 150 yards
from the American side the runners halted
and pretended to rally, but the sight of the
Rifle Brigade followed closely by the Inde-
pendents was overpowaring, and once more
thoy went on their way,

The scenoafter theskirmish was astrange
ono. It might have been thought without
any grent stretch of imagination that the
contents of every pawnbroker's shop in
Montreal had been sown broadcast on the
ficld. Long tailed blue coats with U.S. army
buttons, powder horns, tobacco boxes, and
clothing of every fashion, cut and descrip-
‘io?i were strewed wholesale over & two acre
tield.

As the Rifle Brigade were returning lei-
sucely from the Fenian chase they fell upon
a Feninn acting tho corpse by the side of 2
fullenlog. A loud moan betrayed his pre-
sence and when it was ascertained that he
was not dead but scheming, he was lifted up
tenderly by the collar and questioned as to
his intentions. He bitterly protested that
he was no *Faynian, but r dacent well-
raised boy wid 0o harm in meat all atall.”
Cross examination revealed the fact that his
veracity was not spotless, and he was plac-
ed under arrest with the cowforting assur-
anco from a burly sergeant of the Rifles
4 that ho would bo blown from the cannon’s
mouth immediately after dinner.”

‘I'he enthusiasm when bis Hoyal Highness
Prince Arthur appeared in front of his com-
pany was unbounded. Choeer after cheer
rent the air, and when they died away strong
lungs penled forth that grand old anthem
“God Save the Queen.”” 'The Prince ac

knowledged the compliment in a gr-ceful
manner, and was apparently much affected
at the circumstance. He looked remarkably
well in his uniform, and was as anxiousas
his comrades Jor a fight. When the Fenians
turned tail, he joined with ull bis heart in

the loui roars of laughter and hurrshing
which greeted their burried departure.

The Montreal Herald says:- We think
there cap be no doubt that “Mr.”’ O'Neill,
| which is the way ona of the Anmerican news-
pipers ussures us thar he was irravarently
addressed bv General Foster. is very planly
8 subject for axtradition under the treaty
batween the United Stites wnd Eogland.
The offences for which the two nations have
undertaken to extradite offendersare these :
—Murdar, or assault with ’ntent to commit
murder, or piracy, or arson, or robbery. or
forgery, or the utterance of forged paper.
Now, there can surely be no question that

-+ Mr.”” O'Neill hus commited the second of

these offences, we menn assault with intent

(to commit murder. Nor is there, we pre-

sume, the slightest doubt that the crime
was committed upon our territory; for any
advance made thither with the deadly wes-
pons, which were in the hands of bis com-
rades, after the incitements and directions
given to them before haud, amounts to an
assault in law, whose iptention cannot for a
moment be doubted to be that of commit-
ting murder, We presume that our Govern-
ment will not fail to make tho necessary de-
mands upon the Government of the United
States,

The deathk of Mr, Mark Lemon, Editor of

| Punch, in his 62rd year, took place on Mon-

dry 23rd ult., at Crawley, Sussex,



