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Meoting Howo about midway botweon Jef-
#ries and Chad’sford. Knyphausen attacked
thoe American outposts at the latter place,
drove them across the river under cover of
thold artillery and commenced a smart can-
uonade on their position so as to load Wush-

ington to believe that the principal attack
would be directed against lus centre. In
iho meantime the loft wing of the Buitish
hiad gained Gern. Sullivan’s right flank before
1o was aware of it, while their contre was
ranvching on tho Brandywine and thrgaten-
fug his left and rear. e at onice judicious-
1y posted his troops and prepared for resist-
#aco, but after o hard fought action was
15tally defeated. - Immedintely on hearing
the firing EKbyphausen made a detarmined
attack on the main portion of the American
a:my at Chad's forg, and after a bravo resist.
aaco the United States troops were routed
b1 great disorder, leaving actillery and bag-
pAago behind, Washington, with such of
his troops as he could keep togethor, re-
tieated  to :Chester and remiined within
eight miles.of the British aumy nntil next
morning, when hedeliborately marched miv
Philadelplin, whero he remained for threo
days collecting such of his seattered troops
as ware willing 10 stand by him and recrit-
ing the supplies lost in battlo out of the
stores and ammuunition there.
of the action the British troops under Gen. !

Howe and Tord Cornwallis wore within eigh-
teen miles of Philadelphia, while Washing-
ton was ficenty three miles distant.  With
ordinsry diligence a British detachmont
could have occupied i% before the latter.
Even i ITowe had advanced after the action
at tho mecting house ; a large portion of the
American army. if not the whole, must have
Lid down their arms, and il he had de-
tached Xuy phausen’s column in pursuit
Washington could hive been intercopted at
Crum Creek, Derlyy, or Philadelphis. But
Howe was in no hurry ; he did not caro to
be disturbed, although his country might
sufter; and it was too much to expect a for-
ward movement under the circumstances.

The day after the bdttle was wasted in
the important occupation of capturing the |
Governor of tho State of Delaware, with all
the public records, some money and a slal-
lop laden with the richoes of the people of
Wilmington at that rising town. Such a
mancsuvre being in Howe's eyes of more con-
scquence than the destruction of Washing-
ton's army. ,

On the 20th of Septembver the dispersed
Militia under Wayne assembled to the num-
ber of 1,500 and zoncealed themselves n
the woods on the left flank of the British
anmy, watching the opportunity of strking
8 blow to balance their losses av Brandy-
wine. Someloyalist or other apprised Howe
of tlus circumstance. who dispatched Gen.
Grey at mght to surprise him. This was
effected by compelling the men of the 2nd
Light Infantry, 42nd and 44th regiments to

draw the charges of their muskeizerilisiniERer

At the close !

outtho flints, At ut four o’clock the Amori-
can camp was reached and npwards of 300
men bayonotted in less than ten minutes.
All the artillery, stoves, ete., wore captured.
This gave Gon. Groy the sobnquob of * No
Flint."! 'This fight occurred neat Swede's
ford on the Schuylall, and on the 24th the
stores, ete., at Valloy Forge were destroyed,
and on tho 26th, having provioudly crossed
tho Schuylkill, Cornwallis with 3,000. mep
marched into Philadelphia. )

The lines of the communication af the
British army was that of their advance, and
they were now encamped with their loft
resting on the Schuylkill, the yillago in their
centre, and their right resting on Chéstnut

junction of ‘Wesahicon Creek, & rivulet in
front of Germantown, and the Schuylkill,
while Chester was accupied by three bat-
talions, and Philadelphia by n considerable
« body of troops.

The situation was this—the Delnware was
held by the Americans, and the remains of
Washington's ariny were at Skeppack Creek
about soventeen miles from Germantown, on
the right flank of the British army.

Washington's game would seem to have
been that of throwing his whole force on the
communications at Chester, ns this move-
ment would have compelled the evacuation
¢ of Philadelphis, buthe decided or was forced
E by circumstances to take up another lino of
operations.

‘The American workson the Delaware, and
which secured them- possession of the river,
woro & little below the mouth of the Schuyl-
kill. Fort Mifflin, on alow mud island, an ir-
regular parallelgram ; and a strong redoubt
on asimilar island, those wore known as Great
and Little Mud Islands. - On.the opposite or
Jersey shore another strong tork called
Fort Mercer, or Red bank, was 2imed with
heavy artillery. Between those forts in the
channel of the river a series of ingeniously
constructed chevauz ¢ frise were placad,
while thres miles further down n formidable
work armed with heavy artillery was eréeted
at Byllange’s Point, covering another series
of checanx de frise between the main and
Byllange's Isiand,  In addition to all there
was & flotilla of fourteen vow gallies, each
c:urymg one heavy pnace or ordnancej;, two
| ﬂoabn:g batteries carrying nine guns each
and some fire ships and rafts.

Towards thp end of ;September a det.ach
ment of the British troops stztioned at Ches.
ter crossed the Delaware and marched on
the Fort at Byllange’s Point, whigh,.was at
once abandoned by the garrison and imnie-
diately dismantlod. I'ho lower line of che-
vauz dz frise being without defense, Captain
Hammond, of the Roebuck frigate, “at onco
set about removing the obstructions, in
which ke speedily effected an opening large
enough to admit a line-of-battle ship,

On tha 25th of September Lord Howe and.
tho fleet sailed from Elk River to the Dela-
ewhere thoy arrived on the 8th of Qcto-

Hill, en eminence about two miles from the |

ber, and, as the river was yet obstruvte],
the fleot was anchored from Reedy Island up
to Newcastle.

It now became absolutely necessary t,
opon commmnications-beiweon the fleet )
army, and in order to offect that purpe
batteries wore orected on: Providence Islang,
at tho confluence of the Schuylkill a
Delaware, mounted with huavy guns, for the
purpose of operating against Mud Islang,
In order to prevent this the Americans land
ed nsmall party on the.island, The officer
commandirg shamefully abandoned thy
artillory, but by the gallantry of n subaltery,
they woro retaken, and the Amesicans drive
off. - Two frigates and a schoonor with soms
row-gallias wore dlso sent up the river to de
molish the batteries and cannonade the
town, on which a heavy fire was jcept up for
some timo; but on the falling of the tids
ono of the frigates ran aground and wa
taken while the rest were obliged to maks
o hasty retreat.

While the attention of the British Genery
was turned towards the operations on the
Dolaware Gen. Washington endeavored ty
prevent their success and probably diive
him from Philadelphia by & sudden .attack
on the camp at Germantown. [Taving re.
ceived reinforcements from Peckskill on the
Hudson and fiom Virginia, he marched from
his camp at Skeppack Creek on the evening
of the 3rd of October, and at daylight on the
4th, under cover of a heavy fog, attacked the
troops posted at the head of the village, and
after & sharp resist: ace drove those consist
ing of the 40th Regiment into the village.
Lieut.-Col. Musgrave, who commanded them,
occupied a large stone house with five com-
panies of that regiment, known as Chew’s
house, which stood in the centre of the vil.
Inge and in front of the Americans, who, in
five columns attempted to pass through it,
and thence to {the rear of the centre of tle
British position,—an objeot he would have
offected had it not been for the resistance
made at Chew's house, against which he
sent a brigade and five pieces of artillery.
The defenders, however, boldly maintained
theirposition. They could neither be tuimed
or forced till the third brigade under Major
General Grey, and the fourth under Briga-
dier-General Agnew, came (o the assistance
of (fol. Musgrave, while a portion of the
right wing closing on them they rotreated,
and taking advantage of the fog got clearoff
with all their artillery. The British lost one
General, one Colonel ard 600 officers and
men knlled gnd wounded: the Americans
} st one General and 1,300,0fficers and men
wounded and prisoners.

Sir William Howo™ was awure of Washing
ington's intention tho evening.before this
action, but with ctiminal negligence, if no
worse motive can be attributed, or culpable

| stupidity, took no meaaumh 1o provide

against it, | s
Both English and American writers are of
tho opinion that if Wasnington could have



