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SHYLOCK

WATERNOUSK wasmore sure this man had felt the
puch of poverty,and, pechaps, of other misfortunes,
for ho had seen enough o lim worjd to b2 aware
that prosperous men ate not accustomed to find
the unlverse owt of gear. \When they parted,
Waterhouse sald, * By the way, hindly take my
new address with you. I am feaving here to.mor-
row, and shall then be Itli’mg at No. 47, Barbara
Street, Lowerbury. Shall I wnte ot down 2%

*1 ghall Temember It," sald the youny man,
pwing Waterhouse a surpnsed and cunious fook.

Though Waterhouse was, as we_kaow, gullty In
the matter of the sealskla jacket, Grace's prophecy
that she would hear no more of it was not exactly
justified by the event, fate being apt to-show liutle
regard for the seputation of quick-wisted people,

Vhen Watethouse walked into his new domain,
lus satlsfaction in having attained his end, and in
the air of homely comfort the place wore, so grate.
ful after the stately dreariness of his hotel, was
considerably dashed by a discovery which had the
effect of a sudden slap in the face where one iy
expecting to receive a smile,  Ho was guilly of the
boyishness of throwing the parcel on the floor with
a muttered extlamation, and of giving it a vicious
kick when there.  Dut after a moment’s reflection
he pitked it up again, and having placed 1t upon
the table, he strode to the bell and rang it vinlently.
Had he known it, this resounding peal, which was
of a calibre quite different from the apologetic
feminine rings she was accustomed tos-although,
indeed, she heard very few of these, for with a
maid-of-all-work the bell 15 resorted to apanngly—
sounded tho note of very zealous service from
Sarah. 1t had at once a lordly and a wealthy
sound with it, as if the ringer would brook no delay
in* having his wants admimstered to, and was pre-

ared o enforce his demands with high words and

wlf-crowns. Sothat fearand hopé, those strongest
factors among the springs of human action, were
immediately set a.working in Saralf’s breast,

When Waterhouse brheld the madservant at
lus dour he sald, ¥ Take that parcet away, il you
please.”?

“ Into your bedroom, sir? "

* No, certainly not ; it doesn’t belong to me.”

* Then what would you wish me to do with L, if
you please, sir? "

Though her mistresses had naturally not taken
Sarah mnto their ¢onfidence in the matter, itis rot
to be supposed that she was in any umnstructed
condition concerning it; her ezes, carsyand fingers
being not less curious than the generality of her
class,  Eer feclings may be batter imagined than
described as Waterhouse replied—

“Anything you like—wear-it yourself, if you
choose,” .

By this speech Waterouse certainly admitted
the charge which had been thus silently and effect-
svely brought against him, but in his morification
he sought no method of evading it Nor was it of
mahivious Intent that he thus besiowed on the
servant the parment he had first offered to her
mistress, though no method more caleulated to
spite her, as the children say, ¢could have well been
conceived, He simply took the first-way -that
presented itsell of getting rid -of- the _offending !
garment

By-and bye Sarah brought his dinner v She
had a method of her own in setting the table, which
consisted chielly in laying an article 1n two or
three dilferent places Licfore she found the position
which suited her, which Eosition] by-a kind of
fatality, always chanced to be the one most-incon-
venient for-the diner. She had-received=iull
instructions from Mrs. Norris—who knew about
such things from past experience—as t¢ how to
+ wait,” and had just been primed by Grace, whom
she had Ieft hapging with a scorched face over the
kitchen fire,  So she put all -the dishes and
condiments just beyond Waterhouse’s reach,
and kept them there - until ho asked ~for them
individually, as- if he were a little boy in course
of tramning to say “ please,” DBut Waterhouse
made a_very good dinner, a thing-which it never
oceurred to him to feel grateful for. It was
true enough that he could have made himself
contented in a Kaffir hut, had he-found himsell
there, but finding himself in an-English suting-
room, he-took it as a-matter of course that his
dishes should be vanied, and well cooked. He had
another visitation from Sarab when ehe brought
him coffee, and the rest of the eveming he spent
1o sohtude, Tho house was very quiet.  ‘He had
seen Mrs, Norns for a momentor so—aof the sisters
he had caur‘ht no glimpse, But 3ui:c-early he
heard several pairs of feet pass lus door, and then
sounds overhiead. It-was cvident the household
were going to bed.  That was all very well for the
first day--on the morrow he must inake fricnds
with the family. ) T

But when the morrow came, and the day after
that, and so on till nearly a weeh had shipped by,
and he had nover spohen to any one of the family
except -Mrs, _Norris,_it began to occur to Water-
house that he had been rather a fool.  His osca-
s1onal interviews with Mes, Norris, which occurred
only when he found a pretext for requesting one,
were of a chilling natare—as if onc were to put
out a warm living hand to be grasped, and were
met by the soft cold touch of & velvet glove. He
had seen in his comings-in and groings.out & young
creature whowas evidently the verydaughter of this
mother and who had bestowed upon hum 30 shight
a bend of the head that he had been hall doubtful
as to whether it was intentional or not : and once
or twice a younger gul, who looked rather wild and
shy, but certainly not dignified, and who had fled
away like a startled deer.  Of Grace he had never
caught sight,

And the annoying part of the business was that
after the first niﬁht. as if to enhance the silence
and loneliness of his rooms, the rest of the house—
which was as unaubslnnliallg built as London
houses usually are—was audibly. full of hife and
mernment,  in the mornng he would hear lively
volces in hus sitting-room, but when he arrived
thete, he would *find the breakfasi-table drawn to
the firc, the niewspaper laid to his hand, the fire
brght and glowing, but the hvely voices gone,
Then while he was at breakfast, he would hear
them in his bedroom, and the rest of the day they
would be here, there, and everywhere,- except
where he-was} they wero even hushed as-they

| call her ¢ Kate,” and be so very cooland rude?

stantial than a vision of hands petforms all need-
ful seyvices,  Sarah, Indeed, was very substantial,
and quite unfairy-like ; but since all ghe was seen
1o do wask done so badly, [t was hardly logicat to
suppose that all sho was not seen to do was done
g0 well. Besides, Sarah could not be supposed to
laugh and talk by hersell, allowing for any amoun®
of sobering influence his presence might have over
her. It wae obvious that for a great part of the
attentions he received, he was not indebted to that
handmaiden. At last, Sunday argived, .

“\What church does your mistress attend ?*
asked Waterhouse of Sarah at breakfastdime. He
was on very friendly terms with Sarah by this
tirac, for in solitary confinement a man has been
known 0 make friends with a4 spider, in default of
mare congenial society,

“Well, sir, Miss'Ester often go to All Sknts,
but she rest goes to Saint Luke's, a8 the clergyman
is a very good man flke, by a!l 1 hear”

* How shall I find 81, Luke's, if [ want to attend
service there this morming ¢

“ Why, sir, Jrou car't misy your wayl it's
siraight on and then turn to your righe, to your
Teft [ mean, and then straight_on agzin & bit, and
down the street In frout of you, and there's the
church opposite.”

On the strength of these jucid dircctions, Water-
house set off for St. Luke’s, and attended cervice
there. In returning he overtook Grace, as ho had
hoped to do.  She was walking alone with Kity §
her mother, not being well, had remained at home.
Waterhouse, coming up behind, felt a senuation at
once of amusement and pleasure as he recognised
the small compact figure and elastic tread of his
comrade of the fog. )

*“Good morning, Miss Norris," he said, stepping
alongside and raising his hat,

* Good morning,” said Grace, with no smile or
sign of welcome,

"Wh(, I-have not seen you,” he said, with
cheerful friendliness, ¥ since [ became an inmate
of your house. Ilaven't you begn at home }”

“Oh, yea|" adding, after a pause, with an Ins
describable stiffness, # I hope you have found your
rooms comiortable.”

“ Perfectly 8o, thank you, I[sthls your youngest
sister 2 Will you introduce me? ™

" Yes ; it is my sister Kate,”

Kmr reddened and felt very uncomfortable, a3
Waterhouse took off his hat, and said— )

"1 have seen you on the stairs, Miss date,
haven't 12 )

She could only reply “Yes,” in & mousc.like
tone, and redden still mare.  Why should Grace

It might be_proper and dignified, but it was ex:
tremely uncomfortable ; and Mr. Waterhouse had
suth a kind; pleasant face, though he was rather
formidable, being so tall and bearded. Even mice
probably have an o?inion of their own, by which
they may-occasnonally circumvent cats, though
those superior animals might be surprised to hear
it. l;lul Kitty's opinion was of no practical valus
ust then,

* I3 that ?‘rour dog, Miss Kate—that tawny fellow
that I see chasing ﬂ.:e cats in the back-yard? He
amuses me uncommonly.”

“ Oh 1" stammered Kitty; *'it's all our dogs—=
1 mean, it belongs to us alt.”

And then she reddened shll more vivadly, feeling
she had disgraced herself. Grace could nat remst
the dawning of a smite, but she checked it ; and
Watethouse, tooking at her for merry reaponse, saw
the chech. He felt hurt and annoyed, and, fechng
that he was merely thrusting himsell upon her, he
muttered an excuse, and passed on, stnding-away
with long rapid steps, that soon carried him out of
sight.  Why Grage should treat him with (old re-
serve now, when she had met him with charming
friendliness as an entire stranger, was a problem
he could not solve, not being at all readin feminine
human nature. It must be, he reflected, that cons
founded jacket busicess that had apoiled his chance
of making friends with these pleasant people:
What it-he apologised? Bat no; what could he
say that would make better of it?  The fact was,
he had been a fool, and, if he could have.done so
with honour, he would have hiked to throw-up the
whole affair at once, since, of course, It was simply
for the sake of petting dnto' some semblance of
homely rclations with the landlady and her family
which had induced him to enter tnto 1t atall

His friends were all asking what_he meant by
teking himyelf off into such barbaric regions, and
he now asked himaelf the same question with some
pungency \Why on carthishould he settle himgelf
in this squaiid northern-subarb, -from which” he
cot 1 get noxhere without miles of-cab-driving or
railway travelling, his engagements being in quite
another part of London ? .

He dined eatly in the usual_solitude, with the
gauce of a conversational murmur from the family
dinner in the room below, and he remained in a
very crusty mood during the afterncon.  As the
dusk began to gather, there-came a scratching -at
his door, which -was-ajar, and bhe perceved-it
agitated shghily, e was just in the xct of jump-
ing up to et fn the-small quadeuped which was
evidently trylng to push it open, when he heard an
urgent whisper—

* Come away, pussy ; come, you naughty cat |

He opened the door on the instant, and dis-
covered Kitty in the act of foreibly lifting up a
large tabby eat, much againat her will,

* And why it she & naughty cat, Miss Kate 2"
he wsked, lifting.his eyebrows, and at” the same
time opening lus arms to rcceive the struggling
;}ussy. who jumped into them without more ado,

he abashed Kitty, who felt that veracity waz im.
possible, with the most abject shamefacedness
repited almost Inaudibly—

“ I thought she would disturb you.”

Watcthouse laughed rather sardonically.  The
1dea of a cat beng hept out of his toom for fear
she should disturb him, ssemed, inhus condition of
utter boredome, to be grimly humorous.

(7o bt continued)

S

A 600D illustration of the way i which & harm.
less, and even bund saying, may grow and become
intensely evil and injurious when gossip takes it up
ts furnished 1 the ollowmgi:-Mrs‘ A, to Mrs. B,
—That Mrs. New-comer is so fond of her ¢hild-
ren.  The other day when 1 catied she was blowing
soap-bubbles with them through a commeon ¢lay
pipe.”  Mra, B, to Mrs, C—"That Mrs, New-
comer 1v 30 funny. Mrs, A, saw her amusing her
children.with a commen clay pipe.” Mrs. C. to
Mrs. D.—* That Mrs. New-comer smokes a com-
mon clay pipe.”  Mrs, D, to Mre.'E.—"* That Mrs.
New.comer smokes 1 hortid old pipe. 1 don't 2ce
how any woman in her sabersenscs could do thatl”
Mrs. K. to Mrs, /F.="That "Mes. New-comer

———.

passed hisdoor, It was axif he had Lit upon one
of those magic palaces-where nothing mere sub.

the favourite of Heaven,

smokes a-pipe and drinks awlully*—CAriitian
Instructor,

SUNDAY EVENING WITH TEE
OHILDREN.

Wit increared
man’- St Luke.

IF you had ever-been {othe Tower of London,
you would have-been sure to notice in one of the
rovms the crowns of burnished-go'd and flashing
Eems which once encircied tha brows of England’s

Ings and queens.  But crowns of gold and preci.
ous slones are the lowest kind of crowns ; not real
crowns at all, but only images of them. They are
just what a painted picture of an apple is to the
taste of the ripe, julcy frail in your month=—what a
mere talk about the sea-side is to the real pleasure
of paddling and milin{; boats on the shore Jtsslf;
they are onl{) dead Images of living things, of
crowns worn by golden lives ashing with the prec.
lous light of jewel deeds—crawns scen only by the
spirit, and bright with punty, These crowns are
called in the Bible " crowns of glory,” They grow
out of the good, as the flowers grow out of the
trees, and their wearers are kings and queens, the
on! i:ingz and queens to Ciod ; God is their chief,
and many, many children are amongst their number,

Chief among all crowned children was Jesus.
His brow was always hright with noble deeds, and
human hearts were al\u{s lighted by their jewelled
beauty. Of course Ht lived with other children ;
and, doubtless, even In low, despised Nazareth
there were parents who Tooked at times on what
their children did with thankful pride, for

* H'en In the datkest spot on earth
Some love Is found.” .

Doubtless, too, children's hearts were often filled
with the sweet light of each other's kind and noble
deeds.  Returning fronms school and play, the boys
and girls would make their marrow streets noisy
with their merey voices-joining in some comrade’s
praise  Perhaps even zome young names were
named only to think of unselfishness, kindness, and
truth. If so, chief amongat such, towering high
aboye them all, was Mary’s Son, Jesus, Of all
their kith and kin and comsades, it was upon Ihim
their joyful hearts bestowed their warmest praise.
No school-fellow, no pla{male, excited such genu-
in¢ Jove and wonder. = All simple hearfs and true
adored Him. I ineffable pood temper, ilis
noble war of taking wrong, His unwearied patience
with the irritating, just carried the children out of
themselven; and, now and again, 1 fancy 1 sce
them throw up their caps, clap their hands, and
burdt into giad hurrahs,

Where He was hnown best He was loved most.
Boy as He was, His mother. positively reverenced
Him and treasured His very words In her heart:
and God, Who knew Him best of all, better than
even His mother (as, happily, He knows us alr),
bestowed on Him most admiration and praise. So
Hjs youthful crown of glory was seen by both earth
and Heaven. The boy was in favopr with God
and man, .

And remember this, my child=—it was just what
made Him lovely and beautilul in the |iﬁht of God
that made Hum lovely and beautiful in the sight of
man. Never think of ‘Jesus-as like those puny,
sickly, Insipid children &bout whom books are
written—who never lived, 1_am glad to think—
whose piety is as sickly and puny and insipid as
themselves; for whom Gad, of the? had really ever
liuady would have doubtiess had plenty of_pity, for
He is very-pitifa)  Thiok of Him as a healthy,
noble boy, Whe hifted up-lhs head “ Iike & man,”
and Whose g:ely wat as healthy and noble as Him-
sclf—on Whom God-did not bestow pity, but
admiration, and with Whom le was right well
pleased ; fot just as_Jesus grew to be the favourite
of simple-minded folks in Nazateth, He grew 1o be
Heaven does not fie far
away,-my childrer  All that Jesus was doing in
home and achool and street was known there ; and
it was what Ho was doing there that found God's
favour. We cannot be one thing on our.knces and
another in our lives ; nasty to simple:minded peo-
pie about us and pleasant to God above.

_But do not think, cither, that Jesus found no
difficalties in the way of His goodness. * His crown
had to be won, as such crowns always have. Do
not fancy that It flashed in full glory amid a waite
ing throng of admiring friends.  fle ¥ increased”
in favour;_His crown_increased-in clearness and
glory as His body increased in height, little by lit-
tle, day by dag.‘ The light He shed into people's

tig

< f8 favour witk God and

hedrts shone brighter and brighter.  When a par-
ent’s hasty word provoked no insolent reply ; when
an unjust punishment of the schoolmaster extorted
nothing but a feehng of genuine-distress, when
boys full-of envy and-passion in.the playground
awoke In Him a Took and & tone which was brimful
of pity, which, in_epite of themselves, made them
blush_and . subside 1n shame, when fo-bad and
shameless fellows e was patient and kind—then
was_j¢ that rarest- jewels-flashed upon-His brow.
His-parents were not likely to be perfect; His
schoolmaster was even less Likely-atill to beso,
and the boys and girls of the streets were but bays
and gictla; while His brothers-wwell, the least you
can say of-them is that they seem to have veen
lower natured than e, and unworthy of Him,
They might, as doubtless thci did, like His good-
heartedness ; but they only hked it ; they did not
care to copy it It was [n conquering provocations
to evil, with which such surroundings must have
abounded, that-He won and gemmed His glory.
crown,

In some respects Nazareth was an easy_place in
which to win it, for it seems to have been a low,
benighted village; and where there is badness
everywhere, even & little goodness goes a long
way; as when shining 1n a deep black sky, a littte
star secms large and clear, DBut_though it is true
that a good life-would be far easier to see, if lived
in such »'place, it would at the same time be far
harder to five.  The easiest place in which to live
a good life would be where there was nobody but
L»oursell(and there it would be worthless) ; it would

e less casy where there were none but f2itly good
people, and it would be the least easy of all where
the people ¢close to you were all bad, To be good
thete, pure, patient, truthful, and brave, and to be
Anown as such, must be teenble work,  And it was
in surroundings like these there grew 2 glory-crown
around the youthlul brow of Jesus. He must have
had enough to do ; struggles to endure, prayers 1o
say, temptations to fight, pains to suffer, tears to
shed, but He did it all. God only knows how
much it cost, amongst such neighbours, for a boy
to win by mere goodness the crown He were,

Tt is the mark of a Christian child that he isn
intenss sympathy with the aims of Jesus, and longs
and tries to be Itke Him. e does not envy the
golden circles which once rested on the brows of
tlig Henrys and the Withams of England, now rest-
ing upon their cushions within the iron grating in
the London tower, but ho does covet, and with all
his heart, the crown of Jesus,

* Babbath choo! Work,

LESSON EELPS.
(Seleted fram Peloniet.
ESTHERS PETITION,

Lisson XL, March 14th, Buther iv,, 104y, v,
-3 ; memonys verses I3

GOLDEN TEXT.—* 53 will I go in vato the
ktnE which is not according to the law; and If §
per 'h, 1 perish,”" ~Esther jv,, 16.

TiNE—B.C. 474, between Lessons 8 and 9.
Thirty years before Nehemiah came to ferusalem,
our last lesson

CHRONOLOGY, —The return from Babylon, B.C,
f;(». Temple sebuilt, 515 The great feast, 433
isther's martiage, 474, 9 Dathers petltion, 474,

PrLack~Suslan, vr Susa, ene capnal of-the
Persian empire, 250 miles south-east of Babylon,
25 miles north of the Persian Gulf,

RuLeRs.—Xerxes ‘Ahnsuems), king of Persia,
485-455 The Republic of Athens. Thenustovles
and Leanidas in Greece,

PLACE IN TItE BIBLE.- -1he story of Esther be-
fongs in the interval of £8 years between the sixth
and seventh chapiers of Ezra,

Boox oF EstHER —Author unknown, but a
Persian Jew who lived about the time of the eventa
described. It Js a story of Divine Proyidence,
without the name of God once In it, but God mani
fest everywhere In i1,

Heirs over Harp Pracks.—The story must be
read, but a few explanations are here given, WAy
£hould God g0 care for the preservalion of the Jews?
Because they were his missionaries to the heathen
nahions where they were scattered, and were pre-
paring the way by the Word of the one God for
the coming of His Son Jesus Chnst, Xeries! the
Greek and common form of the nime Ahatucrus
is well kaown in ancient history, The feast men.
tioned in chap. i. was the onein which he proposed
his great expedition into Greece, where he took
5,000,000 persons, and returned with-§.000, The
expedition took place between the feast and the
mattiage of Bsther. 10, Erther “astar Her
Hebrew name was Hadassah, * Myrtle” She
could have been only 15 or 20 years old at her
maniage. Merdecal: Esther's cousin and adopled
father, A descendant of Rish, & Benjamite carried
captive by Nebuchadnezzar, B.C. $98. 11 There
it one law of his: rather for him, for all  Put 2o
death: this was to preserve the life of the king
from those who might wish to Lill him, and to save
him much annoyance. Golden seefire : avod tip
ped and osiamented with gold. EsSTHER'S DAX-
GER : {1) of death. The chances were against her,
{2} The king scemed.to have lost some of his
altraction to her, {2) The king's decree, which
codld not be changed, was to be averled=-a seem.
ing impoassibility. (4% His leading favourite was
opposed to her, ~ (5) She belonged to a despised
race, and the king would now have to know it.
13. Mordecai commanded: he urges four argis
ments. {1} She will perish If she does not go,
(2} She will lose not only her life, but the oppor-
tunity of doing s great scrvice.  (3) God will cer.
tainly delwer Hufcoplc. Wit God had given her.
all the blessings she enjoyed for this very purpose.
She would ba catrying out God's plan, 1. Pufon
royal apparel. 10 appear as attractive as possible,

SUBJECTS FOR SPLCIAL REPORIS,«~=The book
of Esther,—Xerxes,—Esther.~ Haman,~ Morde.
cai.—The danger of God's people.—The heroidm
of Bsther.—~Haman's ambition and-its frults.—
Mordecai's success compared with Haman's,~The
deliverance- of-God's peoplte.~Dhvine providence
A% seen in this story.

LEARN BY HEART —Rom. viil,, 283 Matt, vi,
33: Estheriv, 1314

QUESTIONS.

INTRODUCTORY,—Did the story of Esther occur
before or after the events of oar last lesson?
Where in the Bib'e history does this story belong ?
In what ity did Esther live?  \What can you tell
about Ahasuerus?

SUNJLCT . A STORY OF DIVINE PROVIDENCE

* 1. THE DaNGER T0 GOD'S PROPLE.«~=\Who was
Motdccat? His character? \Who was Haman?
His character? Why was Haman angry with
Mordecai ¢ Why would not Mordecai bow down
before him? \Was he night in this? What did
Haman do 1o revenge for this?  What did he give
the klnﬁ for the privilege ? How did he expect te
get back this money ?

IL QUEEN ESTHER'S HFROISM (V5. 10-d7)=—
How did Quecen Esther learn about this danger to
her people? \What did Mordecalr wish her to do?
What made thus difficult and dangerous? How old
was_Esther? What reasons did Mordecai give
why she should do it ? How did-she prepare for
her dangerous dutly ? How didshe accomplishiit ?
What lessons do you-learn from Queen Esther's
ronduct?

111 RETRIDUTIVE JUSTICE—~What was the first
step 1n Haman's fali?’ How was it accomplished
at laxt 2 ~ Was this justice? Do such things hap-
pen in our days ? What lessons do you learn from
Haman's career?

IV, DLLIVERANCE.—What stood in the way of
saving the Jews? {vui, &) How was thar
deliverance accomplished?  Trace the wotkings
of Providence in accomplishing this result. What
promise was fulfilled? (Rom. vii. 23.; Why
should God interfere to protect the Jews? What
comfort and help can you gain from this story ?

PRACTICAL SUGGESTIONS.

1. God puts us in our place for a special purpose.

II, Ambitton leads to prde, selfishness, and
cruelty.

HI1. Pride goes before a fall .

IV. Difficulties in our way maks heroism pos-
sible.

V. Wisdom, picty, prudence, and courage-are
needed 1n God's work,

VI, Goodness, faithfulaess, p.ety, are the founda-
tion of true success.

Vil. God will save His people because He has.
work for them to do in the world.

RRVIEW EXERCIEE.
(For the whole Sthool in Concert.)

11 \Who was Esther? Ans. A Jewish maiden
who became the queen of Xerxes the Great, 1z
\What dacger overtook God't people? Ans. Ha.
man obtsined permission to destroy them all. 13-
How was that danger averted? Ans. Dy the
heroism of Queen Esther, who braved death in
shreir behall, 14, What became of Haman? Ana.
His pride and ambition led to his fall and death,
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