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15aT Acts 1i.—The Church was born, not made. It was no
nero socioty or association into which men organized themscives
for religious pur.oscs. Like him from whom it spravgit was born
from abovo—*¢? orn. not of blood, nor of the will of the flesh, nor
of tho will of man, but of God.” ‘The advent of the Spirit of God
was the birth of the Church. For we must not confouud the
Church, as many do, with the kingdom of God or kingdom of
lhieaven, of which Christ had so much to say in the days of His
flesh. The kingdom of God is cternal, without beginning, without
end, The work of Christ was not Lo set up the kingdom of God,
but to proclaim it, to tell how near it was, if only men would lift
up cyes of faith aid 1ok ; to tell how gracious a welcome it had
for oll who would only come to tho gate and knock. The Church
on tho other haud, though a Divine institution, was still an insti.
tution, something which had to be begun, to be instituted, tohave
1ts foundations laid, and then be built. The work of Christ on
earth in relation to the Church was this laying of the foundation,
the preparation for its advent. Hence it is that we hear so fre-
queutly of it in these cariy days, He doea not even mention it till
he 18 within sight of the end, when at C.vsarea Philippi e begina
to tell Hus disciples of His approaching death, and what He says
of it even then scoms expreasly intended to kecp them from sup-
posing that it is already in cxistence—** Upoa this rock I will
build my church.” The 120 in tho upper room retained still the
familiar designation by which they wero kncwn throughout the
carthly ministry of Christ; they were His ¢ disciples,” thoy
formed a school, the school of Christ, and not till the great day of
Pentecost, when for the first time they were fully posscssed with
Hina Spirit, did they becomo members of Christ, His body, the
Church ; the relation of which to the kingdom miay perhaps be set
forth 1n this way . It was a body actapart toseek firatthe kingdom
of God, to pray and work for its coming, and to bethe custodian of
its koys.

From all thisit is evident that what constitutes the Church is
tho presence and ind welling of the Spirit. *“If any man has not
tho Smint of Christ, he is none of his.” In the same manper and
for the same reason, if any rcligious body has not the Spirit of
Chriat, it is nonc of His. It is not & question of orders or of
ordinances ; it is a question of tho preserce or absence of the Holy
sprrit.  ‘The vencrable Cliurch Father Irennus expresses it admir-
ably, and well if the Church had always remembered his words :—
4 \Where tho Churck is there is the Spirit of Gad, and where tho
sSpirt of God 1s there is the Church and overy hiad of grace.”

The wnfant Church, thus born of tho Spint, at once begins to
show signs of life.  First, it finds its voico : they ** began to speak
with other tongues as the Spirit gave them u'terance,” and pres.
cutly httle knots of people gathered round thedifferent speakera—
here a group of Parthians, there a band oi Medes, yonder a com.
pany of Elamites, further on other nationslities : all marvelling
greatly because, as they putit, “we do hear them speak in our
tongues the wonderful works of God.” As the erowding proceeds
and the groups become pressed together intoa great concourse, the
natural leader of the 120 is called out—the Apostle Peter—who
lifts up hia voice and in the Greck language, fairly understood by
all, preaches his first Christian scrmon, giving forth for the first
timo the Church’s message to the world. It 1x a new message, hut
it does not act asido theold.  Chriat had come, not to destroy, but
to falfill. And accordingly, His Apostle begins by making plain
that ho is no apastle of revolution, that evolution rather ia the
word, for he shows how all this is done that it might be fulfiiled
as was spoken by the prophet, ** It shall come to pass in tho last
days, saith God, I will pour out my Spint upon all flesh.” This is
a featnro of the Gospel of Christ which oughtnover tobo forgotten.
1t was not forgotten by the Apostle Paul when in preaching to
the Athenians he quoted and contirmed the teaching of one of their
own poots, nor shonld it bo forgotten in these days when the
treasures of ancient wisdom aro so faithfully and diligently cx-
plored.  Let us rejorce an all the broken highta of other faiths, the
stars in the night which heralded the rising of the Sun of Right-
cousness. While the measage of the new Charch is set in no
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antagonism to any words of tho wise, it Is somothing over anabovo
thom all. [t is uo new philosophy, it is no fresh ritual, it is a
testimony to the Christ of God and to His great kingdom which
ombraces all,

Having shown this connection with the revelation of the past,
the Apostle proceeds to his great themes., He bLeging with the
namo of Jesus, not hesitating to speak of Rim as the man of
Nazareth, to introduce Him so, and then leads up his hearers step
by stop to the great conclusion .—* Therefora let all the house of
Isracl know assuredly that God hath made that same Jesus, whom
ye have crucitied, both Lord and Christ." It seemed a word of
doom—* whom ye have crucitied, both Lord and Christ "—then
our enemy is on the throne, our encmy has all power in heaven
and on earth, ** Men and brethren, what shall woe do*™ Not your
enemy your Saviour. It is the Prince of Peace, it is the King of
Love, who sits upon the throne. This is the kingdom he preached
and now it is open and here are the koys: —* Repent, and bo bap '
tised every one of you.” Just think of that being said to the
murderers of Jesus ; said to those who had insisted on the nails
heing driven through His hands and His feet ; said to those who
had mocked Him, and cried, * Away with him! crucify him1"
““Repent, and be baptized cvery ono of you in the name of Jesus
for tho remission of sins, and yo sball receive the gift of the Holy
Ghost.” The very man that drove the nails through, do you say ?
Yes, it he wished it. *“ Ye shall receive the gift of the Holy
Ghost.” No wonder hard hecarts were melted that day, and no
wonder that the same great story of love Divine'should continuneto
melt hard hearts century after century, age after age, from then
tilt now. The cxtension of the gift of the Holy Ghost to the
multitude of new disciples meant of course the enlarging of the
Church. For, as we have seen, where the Spirit is, there ie the
Church. So therc were added to them that day ‘‘about three
thousand souls”—not far from tho Master’s * thirty-fold"—ina
single day.

The fire-symbol, however, is not repeated ; this hasmarked the
advent of tho Spirit ; but now that he is here to abide with the
Church forever, the old water-symbol becomes a standing ordin-
ance, according to the Master’s word, *Go yo and make disciples
of all nations, baptising them into the name of the Father, and
the Son, and the Holy Ghost.” It is an old sign put to a new usc,
and yet not wholly n2w, for it still kecps the old raference to
repentance and the remission of sing which it had under the
ministry of John; but as water ia the.familiar symbol of the
Spint, 1t may well embrace the new gift of the Holy Ghost now
poured out in fulfiliment of the ancient prophecy.

¢ And thoy continued stcadfastly in the Apostles’ doctrine and
fellowship, and in breaking of Bread, and in prayers.” In this
bricf statement we have some insight into the ordinance of the

Church, by which she sought the edification of her own members,
There is first tho teaching of the Apostle. This was distinct from
the message to the world. It had indeed a separate place in the
rcat commission, *‘Go ye and make disciples of all nations
gnpliaing them into the name of the Father, Son, and Holy Ghos!."‘
So far the commission has been already foflowed, but it does not
end here, it adds, **teaching them™ - that is to say, those who
have been made disciples and havobeen baptized — ** teaching them
to observe all things whatsoever I have commanded you.”” The
proclamation of tho message to lead men to repentanceand accept.
ance of Christ as their Saviour and King is one thing, tho instrue.
tion of those within the Church is another. In modern preaching
the two aro moro or less intermingled ; from the necessities of the
case it is s0; but, though intermingled, they ought not to be con-
founded.

The prominence given to *‘ fellowship,” which occupics the
place next to preaching, shows that in the early days much was
mado of the mutual help the members can give one another in
spiritual things. I wish we had more of that in our day. There
was not only the receiving from the Apostles, but the sharin
with onc another. Then the ordinary intercourse of lifo was mmﬁ
to a higher planc and heralded by the breaking of bread, which
rccalled tho time when the Lord and His Qisciples used to sit at
the same table, and especially that night on which He was bhe.
trayed, when ho instituted the sacred rito of the supper and asked
His disciples to do thiz in remembrance of Him.

The ‘prayers™ with which the simple coumeration closes
included without doubt praise as well—the whole worship of the
Church that she offers to her Lord, Forsheis pri\'ileged not only
to hear but 10 apeak, not only to receive but to give. All js
simplo, natural, beautiful, no hint of any claborate service, no
hint of any gorgeoua ritualin this golden age of the Church's
history. That it was a golden ago indeed is made still more
apparent as we {ollow tho sketch which gives us nexta glimpse of
thohlifc of tgm Churc;x, fl‘l,“ of{thc goft snx’:li ht of the dawn. Love
ia the presiding angel.  Vory fervent is thoir love Lo o
< al) that belioved arore togethor. ne another—



