
1%e Preebyterian IRev1eiw

TUE PULPIT.
No. 59.

Advent of the Church.
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1 VN'T AcUtai li.-Tite ChUirchi ias baril, nict umade. IL wtts io
tiera soctety or association 1h10 eviitcii metnî organiicd thinaeives
for religions puaroaes. Like flmu front %vliîon iL spraug iL iras bon
f romi abave-1 i crt. miet cf bilond, lier cf thte wiii cf te fleali, fier
of te wili cf itian, but cf Cod.- 'Fic advent cf the Spirit of Ceci
wtaa thc iirti of te Clitrcit. Fur we tîtuat nal. confoutii te
Citurcit, as îîîaîy dic, itit teu kiiguiont of (,ed or kiitgdoitî of
litaven, cf witici Chiti liat seaîî"tela Bay lit Lite daya of lus
fleat. VTo kingtitn of (ic(i lin cteritai, unthioui begiiiitg, wiliout
end. The wcrk ot Christ iras net ta set up te kiiigomtt cf Cati,
htut ta proclairit iL, t.0 tel itoi near iL uvas, if only men uvaulci lift.
up oyez of failh atd lOk ; La e heuiiw gracions a welcome IL htall
for ail whta weuld citiy cmne ta tho gala ancd inoec. Tho Citurci
osa te ctîter htauc, thaugi a Divine institution, was etll an insti.
Ciati, aetiiciig uhicitliait le be begun, lo be instittic, toihave
ils foundaticus laid, and Liîcn bce bîiit. The work of Christ on
cartit in relation ta te Citurci was Cia laying of te foundatieti,
lte preparation for lils advent. Hence IL le Lht ie litar s0 fre.

c1ueutiy of IL lu Liiese ariy <laya, Ile <lcs ntet even mention iL tli
lie te iritit sigit of lte enîd, wliet at C.vsarcs Pitilippi Ifc begina
ta tellilite disciples cf 111e appreaclilug ceatiî, and iriat le sayai
cf IL ovei t hien zeems expreasiy lutendeci la keep Cient fremnit.
pcsiîîg htat it la already lu existecie-" Upon titis rock I wili
builil my chuircit." The 12-0 tth Lt ipper rootn retained l thie
famîliar designation by wricit they irere kUnew thrcîtgbont the
earthiy ministry cf Christ; Lbey irere His "ldisciples," thîey
formed a schooi, the seitooci Christ, end net CRIi the great day cf
Ilenleccst, uriten for the firat lime lhey were fculiy posscsaed uvitit
Hi,%î Spirit, dîd they became mnbfers cf Christ, Ilis body, the
Chutrch te relation cf wiîci tLa te kittgdcmn n;ay peritaps bc set
forth i tiLis way . IL was a bcdy3set aparttlase-ek firsh Lite ingdai
of Gol, La pray and work for ils cming, anti ta be Loiste dian cf
ils keya.

Froni ail titis iL ln evidetit titat uitat cetistitittea lte Clturc in l
te presence andi ind.rehhing cf the Spirit. '«lI any mari lias net

the Sntntt. cf Christ, lie is noune of hip." Iu te ame manuer and
for the saine reason, if any religions bodcy lias not the Spirit cf
Chtrist, iL le none of lie. Il la net a question ef ordoes or of
ordinaices ; IL ln a question cf thto pronence or abitence cf te cIoy
Spitrit. 'fie vencrable Citîrei Faîteor lren&-e expresses iL auitir.
aitiy, atîc uvehl if te Cliurcit liad aiways remneitibereti bis weorcls:
IVtero tise Citurcb la tere la thec Spirit tef G-xd, anti irere Lho

-:,iirit, of God us iîcre la te Chturcit andi cecry ki of grace."
T'le infanit Clitrclu, titus barni cf te Spirit, lit oce begins La

s1h0% sigu$ of file. Firat, 1h filttda ils vaice:* 1iiry Ilbegan Le speak
urith otiter tongues as te Spirit gave tlitcn u'.Lcrance," anîd pros.
c'uttly ttie lictots of peoplie galliereci round iitedifforent speakers-
litre a grnt cf i'artiîians, tuere a bandi ai \teles, ycnder a coini.
jîany of Flainites, fuirtitr ciii aLier nationalities:. ail marveliug
greatly because, ts ltey put il, we to ic ear tent speak in our
longues te %vancerfitl works cf Cai"As lthe crnwding prccceds
anti the groupe becotîte pressec ingetiter itton grentcoucouirue, the
natîtrai leatder of te 120 is cailed oct-lthe Apostie leer-ivrbo
lifta tilt luit vcice andiii lit e C.reek language, fairiy tuderstoaci by
ail. preacitea lits tiret Christian sermon, giving ferti for to tiret
lame l ic Ciitrcits message La Lite irorîc. ILtia a iew message,lbut
ut docs net set asiie lte aid. Christ baa coune, net ta destroy. but
ta f ulfii. Andîtt accoraingly, Ilis Apastie begine by making plain
Chat lie ia na apDrtUe of revolutioti, titat evoluticu rallier is te
wurc, fer ha ieir os w ail titis le done Chat iL might bc fuiuleci
ai uvas spoken by te prepitet, Il sai conme ta pars in thet iaut
thuya. sait Goa, 1 wtill pour eut uny Spirit upon ail flesh." Titis je
a fosînire of lthe (capot cf ChrisL -.wiitelitugbtLnevrtoitefcrgotten.
Iî iras net fargellen by lte t.postle Pauli irben lu preaching ta
the Atlteniants bie qucîci and confurnied the leaciting cf ane of lteoir
own paols, tuer alitul t iLlu fcrgctten in LChose ilsys whien lthe
treastres of ancient wisciomt are so faithfully and ciiligantiy ex.
piored. Lot us rejauce an ail lte brokeon ligits of alter faiLlis, ltae
stars lu te nigit miicit berailde lLitn rising of te Sun cf Right.
nouineas. Whiie te message cf lte noe Chnrchin ln et in ne

antagonisin La any wards ci lin wille, iL la soinothing over an abovià
thitn ail. [tLa is n ew pbilosopity, it le no freai rituel, iL in a
testimony ta Clin Christ of Oeid andti 10 is great kingciam witich
eîatbracca ail.

iFsvitg ahtowt thid canîtection witt te revclatiott of the peint,
Cline Apostie procecds ta )lie great thcmcz. Ieý beginu with te
natne of Jeans, flot lielitating ta spcak of in as te mian of
Nazaretht, ta introditco ii so, anti tiîcn icacia up hi: liarera step
by stopl ta Clitn greaL cotnclusion -Il Therefoa let ail tae house of
laraci know assîîredly tat God biath macle LChat sanie Jeants, witcii
ye have eruciiied, bth Lard anti Christ.'" IL seeîncd a word af
doain-«" witom ye have crucilled, botit Lord and Christ "-tieit
car eesny lis oit te titroîte, attr enemny liast ail power in beaveit
astd oit carti, "uNien antIi retitrcît, whatsitali we do ý" Notyour
eîîcnîy yotir Sav~iour. IL ls te l'rince cf Ponace, iL ln teo King cf
Love, wito Bits upot the throîte. Titis la the kingdon lie preached
tnttiio îil iL l opent and hoers are te koya. -«I Repent, andt beiap
tiîsed cvery one of you." Juat tiîink cf titat being sald La thte
îîîurdcrers cf Jcatis ; said te titose ivho liad înaiated oit te nails
bcixtg driven titrougi lus btands and His feet; said La Lhose wiîo
italli tockei int, antd cricd, I' Away withliiî 1m crucify fitlm i
IlRetient, and bc baptized cvcry oco of yît lit te naine cf Jeass
for thse rinaission of sine. and yo abat] reclivo the gi! I or lte Holy
(Glîost." Thte vcry mati tat drovo Lhe nail tbrough, do yen say?
lesi, il lie wvieh~ed it. l e ai receive te gift cf the Hoiy
Choat." No woîîder hard itarta wcre mcitcd tat day, and no
%vonder that te saine great stcry cf love Divineaitould cîLinucto
neit litard hearts ccuîtury after century, age after age, froni tea
Liii nowv. Tite extension cf te gift cf te lloly Ghost ta Lhe
mnultituude cf new disciples mneant cf course te cniargittg cf the
Churcit. For, as we btave zoe, whcre te Spirit le, thora je the
Ciîurch. Sa there were adiced ta Lhcm that day "about tbree
Liîcaîsaud aiottia"-not far froin the Mlýler'a Iliîhirty.fold "-in a
ainigle day.

Tito fire.syîîîboi, itowever, ilt nlot repcated ; Cbis bas inarked te
savent cf teý Spirit; but now ChtL ho in bore ta abi de wtth the
Citurcit boreer, te nid wat.cr-syuibai becomea a standing ordin.
ance, accordiug ta te Master's word, Il a ye and inake diéciplce
of ail ntatons, baptising titcm inLo Clite nitais of te Father, and
teSoit, and te lioly Glioat." It is a aid aigu put 10a ew use,

and yet not whaliy n.sw, for iL stili keepa Mie aid raferenice La
repentance and tbe reiniasicu cf sine whjch it huil uncier te
mitîistry cf John; but as water la lthe .familier symbai of the
Sptirit, iL îîîay weli embrace the new gift cf te Haly GhoaL now

1toîred cnt lu fulfllment cf te ancient praphecy.
1« Aîîd Lioy contintted steadfstly ln te .Apcstieu' doctrine anul

fellawaitip. and in breaking cf B3read, ant i n prayera.1" In ti
brtef saaeinent we have soume inaigitto ate ordinaticn of the
Churcit, by tvhich site sutglit te edification of bier Owu inemiters.

Ther laIITL Lte eaciingof he posle.This iras distinzct froct
the message ta te warld. It bai tdecil a separate place in tle
great commrission, "Go ye0 and maict disciples cf ail îiatjc,nu1,

apiuîg tei juta te naine of lthe Father, Son, andti Roty Gitost."
So far te comission lias been already fofliwcd, but it dci net
end lherc, IL adds, Il eaciîing ttern " -that la ta sa', %bioue .vito
have been made disciples anti have beau baptized -'« teaching ten
La observe all titinga %vliatsoevcr I have comantdei yen." Tbe
proclamation cf Clite message ta leai men ta repentance and acccpt.
ance of Christ au titeir Savîcur asud King la cite Lhing, tbo instrue.
tien cf tose 'wjitin te Church la another. lu modcrn preaehing
the Lwc are marc or tous interutinglei; frani the neccssities of the
case iL la no; but, Lboîtgh iiitermuîtietl, îlîey atiglit net ta bc ccn.
fotundcd.

The pramtineuce given ta Ilfeilow-aiip," witei occupica tbe
place net.t ta prCaclting, shIows tat ln the eariy laya mnuet% waa
mnale cf the mutual lielp te menibers cain give One anther li
spirituel tinga. 1 riaire na s more o! Iluat in or day. Titere
wvas tnt cnly %ho receiving frai te Apostica, but th. ahar"Il
witltanc anotiter. Thente ordinary intercoursecof ifo waa ifîet
toaahi her plane andi iieraldcd by te breaking cf bread, whici
rcalledlb Lit Li vbn te Lord antd lis disciples useci ta ait at
tbe saine table, and especiaily Chat niglit an which lie was ]le.
traved, %%-iten hie instituted lte sacred rite cf the alîpper and askcc
isi disciples ta do Chût ln remernitrauceocf lm.

Thte ' prayera" wjtb which te simple enumeration cloca
includeil without danbt iraille as weii-the whcic wcrahip cf te
Cliurcit that she offere ta lier L.ord. Fer elhe la priviieea netonly
ta itear but ta apcac, net only ta receivc bt. ta give. *ill la
simple, naturai, beautifol, ne tint cf any elaberate eervice, ne
itint cf any gorgeonis rituali n titis golden aqe cf the Citurciîs
ittry. 'flint It urss a golden age indcci ta made stili mare
apparent as ire follow te sketchtwili givesl un next a glimpse cf
the ]ife cf the Church, full cf te soit sunight cf te dawn. Love
in the presiding ange?. Vary fervent in Choir lave tc, one anothec...
" ail Chat believeil weo together."1
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