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.Tor the Sabbath School.

International S.S. Lesson.
Lrssoy X 1I.~DEgceMBER 17.—Revelation i. 9-20.
THE GLORIFIED SAVIOUR,

GoLpey Text.—Wherofore God also hath highly exnlted
him, and given him & name which is albove every aawme.—
Pail. ii. 9,

Cextrat Trurm.—The once orucified Jesus is now

tho glorious, all poworful King, able to holp His people in
every time of need,

Dare.—The book of Revelation was written either
about A.p. 68 or 96.

Praog.—It was writtea on Patmos, a small rocky island
in the /Bgean Sea.

Autizor.—Tho apostle Paul, who lived a long timuin
Ephesus, and wa. oanishod by Nero and Domitian during
a great persecution.

Tur Opsror was to comfort the churches in their weak-
ness and persecutions, with the assucance that Josus was
alive, guiding all events, and would triumph in the end
bringing complete redemption to the wérld.

NoranLe Passaaes.~ii. 7,11, 17; iii. 6, 12, 21; v. 9,
14; vii. 13, 17 ; chaptars 21 and 22,

Heres ovir Harp Praces.—9. “Companion:” fellow
sufferer. * In perseoution:” when great numbers of Ohris-
tiars were martyred. “In the kingdom:” of Christ, for
which he was suffering. *‘Patience:” waiting for Christ
to interfere, and the day of triumph to come. 10. “In
the Spirit:” in a trance, removed from bodiiy senses, intos
higher realm of spiritual insight. “Lord’s Day :” Sunday,
exalted by being the day of the Lord's resurrection, 11.
“Alpha and Omega " The first and last letters of the Greek
alphabet. Jesus was the source of all, and the end to which
all must come—likeness to Him and communion with Him,
‘Seven churches :” the perfect number, representing all
churches, “Asia:" the Roman province in Asia Minor.
St. John at Ephosus bhad probably known all these
churches, 12. “Seven golden candlesticks:’ or lamp-
stands, representing the churches (v, 20) as the lhight bear-
ers. Many in form, one in the hight which shone from them.
“Golden." because purified and precious. 13. *'Like the
Son of Man .” showing that He was Christ, man as weli as
God. , “Garments:” as high priest and king, 14. * Hairs
were white :” expressing eternity and wisdom. * Eyes . , .
a flame of fire.” seeing all things, looking into the inmost
soul, and the farthest future. 15, ‘“Feet like brass.”
strong, active, powerful. *““Voice . . . as many waters.”
heard by all, comforting, manifold, commanding, universal,
16. “*Seven stars.” representing the ininisters of the
churches, shining, lighted from heaven, guided, loved, and
protected by Christ. 18. *“The keys.” the power of
opening,

Supsgors ror FURTHER STUDY AND SpEcialL REPORTS.—
The Book of Revelation.—Patmos.—The seven churches
of Asia.—In the Spirit.—The seven golden candlesticks.—
The seven stavs.—The vision of Christ.—Tho meaning of
the symbols of his hair, eyes, feet, voice.—The keys.

QUESTIONS.

INTRODUCTORY.—Who wrote the book of Revelation?
When and where? With what purpose In what lang-
uage? To whom? What are some of the choicest pas-
sages?

S8UBJECT: OUR EAVIOUR AS HE I8 NOW,

I. Visioxs out oF TriBULATIONS. (vs, 9.11,)—Who was
John? In what tribulation was he? Where is Patmos?
Why was John sent there? On what day were the visions
shown to him? Meaning of “in the Spirit”? Who spoke
to John? Why does he call himself Alpha and Omega?
Where vere the seven churches named? Does God some-
times now send brightest visions in time of trouble? Give
some former examples. Gen. xxviii. 11-15; Acts vii. 54.56.

IT, Tae SsveN GoLbsN CaNpLssTicks (vs, 12, 20.)—
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What did St. John seo when he turned toward the voice!

hat did these represont (v. 20)1  What 18 a condlestick
fort What aro Chuistians to do (Matt. v. 14-16; Phil ii.
16, 1621 What is tho light? (Fs. cix. 105; Johni. 4,9;
viit. 12, Why wero the candlesticka golden? How do
;hoy oxprees the unity of tho the Church amid various
orms

III. Tne Grortrigp Saviour Svs. 13 18 )—Who
appeared among the sevon golden caudlesticks ! Desoribe
the vision of Josus. What is symbolized by His white
hair? (Rom, xi. 33, 44.) By His laming oyes ? (Prov. xv.
2; Heb, iv.13.) By His feet of burnished brass ? (Dan.
iv, 36), By His voice? (Ps. xix. 4 ; Isa lv. 10, 11). By
the two-edged sword ! (Hob. iv. 12).

What does all this teach us about Jesus, the Cuptain of
our salvation? Why does He again declare His divinity1
Meaning of vorso 18,

IV, Tug S8gven Stars 1x His Rianr Haxo (vs. 16, 20.)
~Who are ropresented by the seven stars? (v. 20.) What
by their being in the Saviour's right hand? In what res-
pects are ministers like stars? Who shall shine as the
stars? (Dan. xii. 3.)

V. Tne Mgssace (v 19.)—What are some of the mes-
sages to the seven churches? What are some of the
promises to those who overcome §

PRACTICAL SUGGESTIONS.

1. Evon the best of men have their share of trouble.

2, Out of trouble sometimes come the brightest visions,
as to Jacob and Stephen.

3. Christians are light-hearers for Christ, and in life
and teachings should shine everywhere.

4. Christ keeps his human feelings and sympathies even
in Heaven on the throne. Ho is still the Son of man, to
help, reprove, comfort, and save ; as well as God, able to
give all good things to His people.

5. With a Saviour like ours, victory is certain in the
ond, the redemption of the whole world,

6. By this vision wo obtain a glimpso of what our resur-
rection bodies will be.

7. God's ministers are like stars, shining with heavenly
light, guiding the flock to Christ like the star of Bethlehew,
and hept by the right hund of God's power. ‘

8. All faithful wo shall shine with the brightest of the
firmament, or as the stars forever and ever.

God s ways are not as our ways. Our way isto punish
those whom we hate and carefully protect those whom we
love. God's ways is expressed in the words, ** Whom the
Lord loveth he chasteneth, and scourgeth every son whom
he receiveth,” True, they need tius chastening and scourg-
ing, but they do not think they do, and when they medi-
tateon the matter they sometimes say, ** The Lord hath
forsaken us, and my God hath forgotten me.” DButJohn
Newton says it is only like the muther teaching her child
to walk, who occasionally withdraws her hand and allows it
to fall, that she may teach it the necd of care and of her
helping hand. .

SiINceERITY in our beliefs, though it will not make that
which is false, true, nor that which is wrony, right, is never.
theless & goed thing. 1t is said that Hume, the infidel,
often went to hear Johu Browa preach, and when asked
why be did 80, since he did not Lelieve what he preached,
replied: * No, I do not believe all that he prenches, but
he does.” Yes, the wman who sincerely believes what he
preaches is sure to makean impression on his hearers, bence
the necessity of being sure that truth is the bnsis of his be-
lief. Every preacher should strive to know the truth and
then preach itin sincerity.

Youwr immedinte duty is to flee out of the sinking
ship of sin to the everlasting rock. In Christ you are safe.
In serving Him you are happy  He will give you the fell-
est, sweetest and most useful occupation for head and
heart and hand a3 long as you live in this world, When
you have finished your lifs in His vineyard your promotion
will be: *Come up higher.”—Dr. Cuyler.



