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¥ 1 FORGET THES, O JERUSALEM! LET MY RIGAT NAXD FORGKT HER CUNNING. '— Psalm 137, v. 5.

Sermon,

eeched in presence of the Synod of Nove
Scotia in connection with the Church of
Seotland, whick met in St. dndrew's Clarch,
Pictou, on the 30tk July, 1859, by Rev. Al-
lan Pollok, New Glasgow, Rctiring Moder-
afor.

Text —** These things saith he that holdeth the
ven stars in his right kand, who walketh in the
'dslt of the seven golden candlesticks.”—Rev.

Ezplanation —** The seven stars ave the angels
the seven churches: and the seven candlesticks,
ichthou sawest, are the seven churches."—Rev.
A.

These words form part of & vision which
ns with great sublimity. 'The venerable
of the New Testament is chained to stern
d desolate Patmos.  Suffering there, not as
ill-deer, but “ as a Christian ” and a minis-
, his thoughts en the Lord’s day are wist-
y turned to his beloved Churches of Asia,
en spots of savor and beauty, planted by
aul, watered by Apollos, and increased by
od. Grievous his exile; weary perhaps his
urs; and bare and comfortless his prison-
id in the wide ocean, upon the shores of
ich had blazed in succession the great em-
res of antiquity, and where now shone in
fsful contrast little centres of Christian Jife
d Chiristian love, “the disciple whom Jess
ed” wasted not a useless thought upon s
. but mused on the checkered features of
¢ Church of his Lord. Not indiffercnt. in-
o, to the desolations of the land of his fa-
75, where the spear of David had smitten
fos, and where he himself bad leant upon
thosom of Jesus, he reckoned that his home
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dhis country, where he could best serve his-

Master, and strike a blow of valor and affec-
tion for truth and righteousuess.

His thoughts, then, were with Asia and his
beloved Churches. Thus musing, he beheld
a sweet and yet a terrible vision athwart the
darkness of the heavens. As he turned, he
beheld the figure of a large candlestick span
the horizon of his view, its lights bright and
pure as polished silver, and its brauches beam-
ing in the mellow gleam of yellow gold. With
astonishment he saw in the midst of it, and
walking so as to cast light upon it, the ma-
jestic figure of the risen and glorious Lord.
“ His countenance was as the san shineth in
his strength.” On the opposite quarter he
beheld seven stars in his right hand, by which,
in seven noble streams of hght, he diffused
his spiritual beauties upon the golden candle-
stick.

He, whose voice i as the sound of many
waters, declares that these are the Churches
aud the Churches’ ministers.  "The one symbol
means the visible Church. and the other means
the Gospel ministry. What the canalestick
was to the darkness of tiie night in which this
vision was probably scen, the seven Churches
were to the darkness of ignorance, error and
superstition, that spread its pall over the Gen-
tile world. And what the stars were to the
candlestick, ministers are. or ought to be, to
the Church i every age and #lime.  The hon-
orad position of tho seven stars as being held
up and forth in the right hand of the triumph-
ant Redeemer, represents their bonoured sta~
tion in the Chrixtian counununity, near the Su-
viour as the source of their autherity, and the
divine fountain of tieir ministerial life.

Oz this occasion ¥ ask you to consider with



