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on the wings of big worde inthe cthereal
regions of intellec usl wisdom, et bim
remember to m.unt wi.h them aod to
begin f.om the nest, a little higher, and
then a little higher. In teaching the
young, iv is wise 10 use words thut are
pic ures of some'hing thas has been aevn
or heard or handied, or fuifr; to ma erial-
ise as it were, the instruc ion with a story,
or ilius'rations or fact in history or
biography. The language employed
soou'd be Jargely pictorial or symbotic, so
a8 to atiract the mind, and enab'e it the
better to !ay hold of the :ruth, Te im-
part knowledge, in dry metaphysical and
purely intellectual formr is Jike the Egyp-
tian task of making bricks withous straw.
The choice of words is very important, it
is like the chivel in the haud of the scu'ptor,
if a blunt tool it will wake blunderivg
work. It is hard fur the littie fee: to
scale the steep heigh's of Lnowledge,
secular or religious, and it is wise to ke'p
them up by a laddder of langusge easy
and intelligible. 1If we aeek to know the
secre: of the popularily of eertain authors
and preschers, we will find that not a
li:tle of it flows from their style, that
their though » are generally cic hed in the
garb of plain terse and powerful Ssxon,
as for instanee Bunyan snd Spurgeon, or
elze the s'yle is draped in a richer ard
more flowing costume, sparkling with
gems of classic lore, gorgeous with
metaphor, glit'ering wi h jewels of historic
incident, or flashing wirh thg brillian » of
scientific facts, as for instance Guthrie or
Hamilton. Their writings or preaching
mey vot be of the highest intellectual
order, their phi'osophy neither 20 profound
nor original, as that of many eiher tainkers
and writers of ths pas:and present, but
undoubicd'y they possess great as rac:ive
power, rommanding erowded churches and
the “5f foth trousand.” ‘Their productions
by the pen or in the pulpit a:e univer-
sally popular, because they aze in concert

with a law common to vearly evary
mind, and are suited to the men-al cap-
asity of most.

Whence the fascinating power of Buny-
an’s book written Jong ago, and Sankey's
sczge :nd =olos aung to-day?  Study
them a little, and the reason will soon
show iwself. Every page cf the one
abounds with life’ss.enes and sensations,
oxpressed in language simp e and easy to
be understood, and every line of the
other, (as for example the song of the

“Ninety and nine” at present so popu'ar)
expreas & truth or fact in Sfigurative
language, or exhibits an object we can
see, & truth we know, ora feeling we
have cxperienced.  Reigions truth,
taught as it is for the most part in oar
Catechisms and Summuries, is generally
urattracive and unin eliigib eto children.
There are few chiidren who love to learn
the Catechism. More are driven to it
than drawn by it. We well remember
how Monday forencen was dreaded at
scheol, because it w.s ¢ question day,”
and what a load eof fesr and care was
lifted of when the * queations” were
safely over fuor another week. Few will
now regret, far less repent the fiery ore
deal of the school days. The Shorter
Catechism is a most admirable and ex=
oellent compendium of Christian Doetrine
and duty, and shou'd be a text book of
every Sabbath School, and most emphati~
cally of every family school, but for all
that, we would look upon the man or
woman who could simplify and popularize
it as a genuine hero, a real **Chi:dren's
Priend” .Mere memory eramming is often
mind-killing. The memc:y may waster,
Psalms and sentepces, texs and terms
in abundance and yet the mind have a
very slim and erroneous conception of the
truths, and the heart be bus feebily im-
pressed. thereby, for the siwp'e resson
that what is learned, is vaguely under-
atood, and :onsequently leses very much



