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154 THA MONTHLY RECGRD OF TRE CHURCH' OF SCOTLAKRD
with respect to particulars as to which there § other grounds stated by Dr. Pirie, he was
are serious differences of opinion.” ‘This waa | strongly of epinion that it was highly inexpe.
pralably a stil! mare important point than I dient and injudicious in any minister of tha
the lust.  They were not lndependents, bat Church to disturb in the way he bad referred
Preshyterians, and they were preparcd 10 ad- ; to the old habits and associatious ef the peo.
heve, Lie believed, gencrally’ speaning, to the ' ple.  He thought the matter was, iu many re.
Preshyterian form of werskip, They were | apects, one to be sent to a committee in terny
bound to keep guard over théir congregations; | of Dr. Pirie’s motion,
and if there was one principle of an ecclesi- | ' Dr. Bisset began by some vemarhs on the
astical kind mo:e cherished by the Church of | history of the overtuse, narrating the circum.
Seotland than another, it was that the Pres- | stances under whicih it was passed by the
byteries and superior Courts were to warch | Synod of Aberdeen. He said, the Rev. Dec.
otver their members, aud guide thew with re- | tor who introduced the discussion spohe of
spect to eeclesiastical things. ; those things as small changes and of trovia
Professor Crawtord, in seconding the ma- | importance, and the Res. Doctor and this
ton, said he was anxious to geard himself | venerable Assembly must recollect that ihere
againat being thought to attach any excessive | was such a thing as the Reformation some
importance to those practices which, under the | 300 years ago, and that the cardinal principle

reme of innorations, the overture appesred to
tiiwm to be dirested.  But was thecircumstance
of these praciices being in themselves consid-
ered matters of indifference any sufficient rea-

i on which it rested was the liberty of private

jrdgment.  These things might appear to
. these most respectable and excellent persons
, to be tiivial, but there were many who did

son why the ministers of the Church should ' not think with them. He did not think that
at their own discretion innovate upon their | anything counected with the wurship of God
old-established usnges by adopting them?, was a thing of small importance. If they had
He could not tkink so; he entirely concurred | a good way, and a better way, and if there
with the statements of Dr. Pirie, that in eve- ; were also a best way, they must not take even
1y regularly constituted Church, most of all; the good or the better, but the best; and
in an Estuablished Church, there should, even | though the thing might appear trivial, and of
in regard to suhordinate matters, be a gene- ) small importance to some rev. gentlemen, he
ral and substantial uniformity of observance, ' believed there was a rising and deepening
and it seemed to him at once unseemly and | feeling in the land that these things were of
inconvenient, to say the very least of it, that : importance; and he shouid next illustrate
the several congregations belonging to the | that statement by giving a special exampis
rame National Church, still more that the se- f how some of these changes have been intro-
veral members belonging te the same congre- | duced into a congregation. This statzment
gation should very widely and perceptibly dif- | he had from one whose name must ever be
Yer from one another, in the order, form, and | mentioned with honor in the General Assem-
metiind of thwir religious worship. Such a | bly of the Church of Scotland, by one who
state of things appeared to him to be incon- i had a world-wide reputation. He told him
aistent with the rule, * Let all things be done’, that on one cecasion he was expoundling to
decently and in order.” He was well aware ; his congregation the 95th Psalm—* O come
of the grounds of expediency on which these | et us sing unto the Lord, let us make a joy-
innovatiang had been advocated. They had | ful noise to the Rock of our salvation,” &c.
bean told that the adaption of them might ; He told them that it was the clear duty of

tend to prevent secession from the National
Church on the part of some who had = predi-
tection for the imposing ritual of the sister es-
tablishment. He very much feared that the
effect of adopting them would be the very re-
verse of that which was thus anticipated by
their advocates, He had heard the suguesti-
on wade that whenever the members of 2 con-
gregation were either quite wnanimous, or
well nigh unanimous, in desiring to adopt
those changes, in that case the minister and
kirk-session might be allowed to introduce
them ; while in all other cases they ought to
He strictly and sternly put down. Now,
whatever plausibility there might be in that
proposal, when examined it was liable tosev-
eral very grave and serious objections. For
example, the very attempt on the part of a
wmiuister to secure the consent of his congre-
tion to these changes might have 3 iendency
to introduce discord and dissension among
them. On these grounds, as well as on some

all to concecrate every faculty of scul and
body to the worship and service of God, aud
not only =0, but to use these faculties in suck
a way as best to attain the end in view. To
the appointment of 2 committee in some re-
speets he had no objection. It might he that
some cases required the imerference of tue
Assembly. Not to detain the House further,
but deeply feeling that there was an upward
surge rising out of the very depths of the
human soul in regard to these changes, and
that these ought to be encournged instead of
repressed, he begged to move, “That the
General Asssembly find thut no case of in-
novation has arisen calling for its interfer-
ence, and remit to Presbyteries to take order
that no changes in public worship are intro-
duced inconsistent with the laws of the
Church or subversive of the harmony of con-
gregations.”

THE PROCURATOR said he had listened
with the greatest attention to the disscussion
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