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and mnay ask the Court to silence her. .She may answer the
charge by denying the boaating, by setting up a nxai'rago, or by
pleading hîs permission te assume the eharacter of wife. It bas
rarely been resorted to in Efigland in modern times, and never
in Canada or the U.S.A.

Sn nxuch for tho gronds for declarations of nullity as. they
are generally recognised -at present. Are these grounds toc broad
or too limiitod, and are they the only grounds whieh should be
recog-nisedl Should l.egisiation bo passed. abolishing some cf
the existing grounds? At the basis of those questions therô lies
-andc always in the pat has lain-the desirability of releasing
i he persen frorn an unhappy contraet which. was nover con-
templated or understood, of limiting the number of eidron of
an undesirable physical type which are brouglit irito the world,
of limiting the number of children declared te ho illegitimate,
and of limiting the type of immorality wbieh enters into niar-
niage, thinking that when tired of it, it cau easily ho annulled.
Cases dincussed above under the heading of consent would ap-
pear te be oce whieh should ho annulled only if action is
brought beforo the marriage haK been conflrmed by the acla of
the injured party which would ho %within a reasonable time
after the errer, or durese, etc., has ceaaed; but if brought wîthin
such time, then even though the marriage has heen cnsuminated
before the errer, duress, etc., ceased. The action should lie only
at the instance cf the injured party; the inarriage should be
voidable net void- Since ignorance of the law cam nover bo a
defence, since the question is aise, oue cf crime, and since the.
State is presumed te punish. ail crimes of which, it has knoNvl
edge, the non-observance cf the formnalities provided by law for
marriage should ho greund for annuilment only at the instance
cf the Crowvn, _.-.i-ept when the ignorance is -one of fact only and
net law, in whieh case the party acting in such ignorance should
ho able > hring an action. It would appear te ho advisahble in
xnost cases in the interests cf Iegitimacy for the Crown te cern-
pel the parties te go threugh a. properly binding inarriage cere-
rnony, and lu fact it would be wiie if as wvell either party could
take action 10 COMPel the Cther te complote the centract in regardl
te forrn. The classes under the heading cf capacity are slighitly.
mlore cotuplex ara regards estimation, and ean probably best bo
ccnsidered under headings.

(To be oor.tinued in& May issue)
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