
ingly ]lard to define clear['. and in the hieat of controvery is very apt to
be used so loosely that the resius are frequently as- (lamaging, to oîie
party -as t le oller.

But ft is not very clear to inany whiy the wvord should, be iused at
ail in the sense as generally uinderstoud: WVith its broader rneaingi
doubtless, it wvolld fi 11( scope iii the mealin of Illeta fhlysîcs, but ais
applied to the investigator, after .scientific truth, dealing only wvitih
matcrial tlns it should certainly hav e nu place. As flor any man's
personal belief, that is an. entirely (lifferent mIattQi' anat one entirely
beyund the range of scientifie netiain

The distinction between the terins agnostic and ueitif tiiese
terins inst be retained, whvle iL should Uc sharply dr1.itvnl, is apt to be
confunded. A n atlieist, pure and simplde, by wvhiehl une nnes a
person without belief in God, or iii aiiy supreine overruliîig p)owe(r, is a
very rare beingt to encouinter. Certainly tlîoy are very rarely found in
the ranks of the earniest wuorkers in the field of Natural Science. 'Tli

greatest wvriters and students on these subjeets dIo flot hiesitate wvhen
necessary to express their beliet iii the existence of a first groa.t cause
through whicli life wvas first introduced on the ,rob and by wi'honi ail
things are controlled-k-nown, ind(eed, uniter diflerent naesnci as
the Crcator, the Ji.eNature, the Powver behind tlie veil, ail of
wvhichi terins in point of falet resolve theniselves into the saine iieanîng.m
Froin the fluet, hiowever, that scientific probleins are supposedj tu Uc
worked out by the aid of natural surrotindings alone, arnd to Uc capable
of actual denionstration, tUis portion of thieir Ijelief is zuot bogi
proniiinently inita notice, since LUcre is no absobite occasion fur its
initrusion, but its influence is everywliere, apparent in the lives of Our
must illustrious scientists.

For inaxuy hundreds of years tUe expression anotli seaulon,
know Lhysel, lins been familiar ta the lian race. Generation. after

geertion bas heen studying the probleni tbis presented with soie
wluat indifferent succcss, and no one xvilI La-day, 1 think, be so pre-
suimptuous as ta say, tUait even in tUe study of tUe human frame, and
of the phienomena which take place in the lininian body, have %ve yet
arrived at the perfection of knowvledg. How mtich more )restunptuons,

the, vould it lie Vo say tliat in any of the grent filds of science, art


