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tompanies (tho grenadier and light) of the onli' regulur regiment
employed in the expedition, had been detached,y with two guns of
Tight calibre, to the right bank of the river with instructions to
tako pos<ession of, and entrench themselves in, a ravine,
about half way from our encampment and the American fort, and
thus distract them by a cross fire.  This party, supported by afew
militia and Indians, it was the intention of General Harrison, as
intimated to General Clay, to attack, while the latter exeented the
inportant duty assigned to hin, on the opposite shore.  Now this
F‘l:m was, beyond all question, an admirable one, aud as faras
zeneral Harrison was concemed, reflected great eredit upon his
nilitary judgment; but it will be presently seen with whom the
morit of victory, in reality, rested. No sooner was the American
eommander made aware, by the report of the first desultory firing,
of General Clay’s approach to the batteries, when he directed a
eortio upon the lizht battery thrown up on the brow of the ravine
which sheltered the little ‘detachment, on his own side of the
viver. ‘This was instantly carried, five and thinly men and two
dfficers—all of the light company—falling intoiis hands ; aud
the remninder of the party being lotly pursued, and erossing, not
without difliculty, in the {vouls which were ready to receive them.
On the right bank of the river, thereflore, everything was decidedly
in favor of the besieged.  But how stood matters of the opposite
shore?  General Clay had surprised the batieries so completely,
that the first intimation in our camp of the proximity of the enemy
wiis given to us by the artillerymen, who had naturally abandon-
ad their quns at the approuch of a force against which resistance
was unerly hopeless. General Clay had, in my opinion, badly
chosen his moment of attack. I could have wished him to have
deferced his mover ent at least anhour.  We had only just seated
aurselves inour teat of boughs to partake of a very scanty break-
fust, and this, consisting of a tough steak of Jean and half cooked
beef; and a pieco of dry bread, moistencd with an apology for
tea made of the root of the sassafras, and sweetened with suear
from the maple tree, it was hardly fair to comnpel us to abandon
untasted. I'had ever been of the opinion of much older soldicrs
than myself, that in order to do duty properly in the ficld, it was
indispensable that tne cravings of the animal man should not be
snffered to interpose themselves between his sublimer aspirations
after glory ; and as mine was an appetite that was seldom grati-
fied to its full extent, when sharing the bivouac of those who were
older, and less diflident than myself, and who always assigned
me any other than Benjamin’sportion, I was scarccf' ever ex-
empt from the gnawings of hunger. Irecollect well, limt, during
our forced march on this occasion to the batteries, I thought a
cat deal more of the uutouched breakfast,and its probable fate,
than of the enemy wao were about to encounter. Iwas a confirmed
Oliver Twist in those days, nnd “always asking for more.”?

But another direction was given to my reflections.  As we ad-
vanced along the road I have already described, at a pace as
supid as its heavy nature would permit, and fanked on the forest
side by a body of Indians, we could distinetly hear the firing going
ononour left, and see the enemy advancing rapidly upon the
amall battery of six-pounders. ~Instead of discouraging, this
bowever animated our own immediate leaders the more, and they
urged their men to the re~capture of the heavy guns. * In 2 few
minutes wo were on the spot, and saw the enemy in possession of
and determined to retain them. We had not three complete
companies on the ground, or engaged in the affairat all 5 and yet
when the order was given to charge, we advanced and dvove from
the batteries the masses that occupied them,in a manner that, on
subsequent reflection on the fewness of our numbers, astonished
ourselves quite as much as it must have disconcerted the enemy.
They retreated into the woods, and being there met by the destruc-
tive fire of the warriors under Tecumseh, were speedily broken,
ead, as a force, literally annilniated.  Of thirteen hundred men
whom General Cliy had brought with him to the attack of the
battenes, not two hundred effected their escape; and indepen-
dently of the many who fell, we took no Jess than four hundred
and fifty prisoners. The moment the firing had ceased, and
these latter had been murched off under &s strong an escort o8
cauld be spared, wo again returned to the batteries, whither the
artillerymen had again promptly repaired, and assisted thom in un-

doing thoe injury which had been done to the guns. Owing to some

confusion in the advanee of the assailants, the man charged with
the spikes could not be found, or had not come up ; and, too iinpa-
tient for delay, the Americans bad only partially effected their
purpose by thrusting ramrods into the touchholes and breaking
them off short.  These were now removed without much difli-
culty, and the fire of small arms had not been discentinued an
hour when our batteries re-opened on the fort.  Before half a
dozen rounds had been discharged, however, the enemy hoisted
a white flag, which we at the batteries supposed was a signal for
a surrender.  The firing consequently ceased, and it was not
antil we saw a few boats of General Clay’s division (the greater
sumber had been captured and plundered by the Indians) mov-
ing down the river, and auchoring as close “beneath the fort as
they could, that we suspected a ruse, and renewed our fire. But
this again was instantly stayed, as we saw a party issue from the
fort dressed ia scarlet, and evidently prisoners who had been cap-

tured that morning on the right bank. The movement of theso
under an escort toward the river, where wo saw thewn cmbark, an-
nounced 1o ug at the batteries that the white flaghad been hoistod
only witha view 1o un exchange of prisoners ; and our disappoint-
ment beeame extreme as we perceived another important movo-
went on the part of the enemy, which the momentary truce was
intended to cover.  Nosooner had we for the second time ceasod
our fiting, when, availing themselves of the exchange of prison-
ers which was Luing then effected, several hundred unarmed
men issued from an angle of the forty under the cover of a dclac_h-
ment, and reshing huriedly to the boats, loaded themselves with
what they could” bear away. This was prmcnp:\ll‘y shot and
shells and stores of various kindg, for the supply of the garrison,
which the Indians had neglected to destroy 3 contenting theme
selves with the handsomely ornamented swords, rifles, and pis-
tols, as well ag the linen and rich epaulettes and uniforms of the
officers, with which many of the warriors afterwards_decked
themselves, not a little to the amusement of the camp.  Nor was
it until affer the prisoners had been landed, and the sopplies in-
}roduced into the fort, thut we were again at liberty to open our
ire.

1 have ‘been diffuse in the historical detail of these proceedin
because I am aware that the Americans are generally impresse
with the belief that the affair of the Miami was, to General Harrison,
one_of unqualified viclory ; and as this book will, of course, be 1e-

ublished in the United States, [ am desirons of correcting the error
into which they have fallen. ~ Of General Havrison’s merit as an
officet, and of his very able dispositions on that day, there can be no
question, but victory is not always to those leaders whose combina.
tions and enterprise are best calculated to ensure it. Had Generai
Clay obeyed the order so emphatically given to him, and, after
sriking the guns, retired across the river without turther loss of time,
there would have been every fair claim to complete victory ; but
surely it will not be pretended that the capture of a weak lgqttery&
supporied mercly by two comfpamcs of troops, with a few militia an
Indians, can as a military feat, be placed in comparisen with the
utter destruction of a force of thitteen hundred men by one-third of
their number. ‘Then let us look at the results. The Americans
issuing in force from the fort, succeeded in capturing thirty-five men
and two officers, while four hundred and thi.ty-five men and thi.ty~
two officers fell into our bands, Norcan 1t be said that General
Hatrison’ success on the right bank of the river has nolhm% to do
with, or can be affected by the defeat of General Clay on the left,
which was only the result of unlooked-for disobedience of ord ‘15, As
well might it be said, if we compare small things with great, that
Napoleon’s was not a defeat at Waterloo, because Grouchy is siated
to have disobeyed his instructions, and by his absence, mainly con-
tributed to the loss of the battle. “"Had the Duke of Wellington, on
the contrary, failed in any of his numerous engagements, §oiely
through the fault of oné of his commanders of divisions, victory
would not the more have been ascribed to him, because his disposi=
tions had been proved by results to have been good, and that the
fullest success should have crowned those operations which he im-
mediately superintended. It is true that the siege was subsequently
abandoned, but this was because it was found impracticable to effect
a breach for an assault. Hal the enemy been surrounded by stons
walls, they wonld have crumbled about their ears, but as it was, the
shot merely passed through, without levelling or cven seriously
wounding the strong loop-holed pickets which formed the stockade,
and the capture of the place could only have been effected by the
expenditure upon it of more time and ammunition than the necessit
forits reduction demanded., Furthermore the Indians, laden wit
the spoils they had secured from the captured boats of General
Clay's division, were in conformity with their usual practice on
such occasions, and _in defiance of the noble yet severe Tecumseh
(who, with a small band of chosen warriors—chiefly of his own
tribe—remaiacd with us to the close), deserting us hourly for a brief
season ; ard without their united support, the force was much too
weak to effect any important object, But althongh we retired, it
was without the slightest show of precipitation. The batteries
were tegularly dismantled, and the heavy guns removed and placed
on board the boats prepared for their reception, precisely in the order
in which they had first been landed from them, nor was anythiog
left behind which conld at all advantage the enemf. Neithier.
when the battering train, stores, camp cquipage, &e., had been al
re-embatked, and the troops followed in their_open boats, was the
slightest obstruction- offered by the Americans during any part of our
descent of the river. No attempt was ever mmade at a sortie, which,
in our exposcd position, must have greatly annoyed us.

I should be induced fo apprehend that I had dwelt too long on so
apparently unimportant a subject, were it not that I am desirous to
shew with how little foundation the Americans so frequently claim
advantages over the troops of Great Britain,  Where they are fairly
entitled to victory, let their claim be allowed ; but itis unjust to as-
sume that to themsclves which is not warranted by facts. Whilo
their whole Union has ning from onc end to the other with re-
joicings at the asserted triumph of their arms over theso of Great

ritain at the Miami, the gallant rc§imcnt—a small but daring por-
tion of whom-drove, at the point of the bayonet, a vastly supcrior
number of the cnemy from the batteries on the feft bank—were




