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) THE PUBLIC WORKSI
OP CANADA.

NOTES ON THE NEW CUT FOR

THE GRENVILLE CANAL,
AND THE DAM NOW BEING

CONSTRUCTED ACROSS THE
OTTAWA IVER.

ITHERTO,' littie notice has
been taken by the public paperB,
of the important and costly
works which have, year after
year, been constructed in the
Dominion of Canada. What-
ever notice has been taken of
them lias been of a mere edi-
tonial character, of a rather
desultory nature, and not eina-

nating from the pen of any officiai connected with the
bepartment of Public Works. This is to be regretted,
particularly as these works are often on a gigantie scale
and very costly, and for the payment of which a large
proportion of our revenue lias to, be applied. There are,
at the present moment, very few of our own population,
and a far les number of our neiglibours in the United
States, and fewer stili in the mother country, who have
the slightest conception of the magnitude and public
importance of the works previously built and some now
in the course of construction by the Board of Works in
Canada. Whether this neglect lia arisen froni an over-
siglit by former governments, or from a difficulty on the
part of our publie journalists to obtain the necessary
detailed information to enligliten the public on these
important matters, we cannot say ; but as a conductor of
an illustrated scientific journal, whose duty it is to give
publieity to, ail works of a public nature, or public im.-
provements of any kind carried on i the Dominion, we
feel it incumbent upon us, even at a considerable increase
of expense, hereafter to illustrate, and furnish details of
the construction of ail public works of importance being
In0w or to be built in this country, so far as such informa-
tion can be given without affecting the public* interests.

We are happy to say that the Honorable Comuinissioner
of Public Works at once courteously acced-ed to our

request-when called upon-to, be afforded with the
necessary information, and we feel that the Chief En-
gineer of the Board of Works will fully enter into the
view we take in this matter of the importance of piacing
on record, in the colunins of this Magazine, for future
reference, diagrarus and details of the construction of
many of the Public Works over which lie has for many
years had the chief control.

It certainiy lias been a great oversight ini the past,
that the magnitude and importance of our great canais
have not been more proniinentiy noticed in public
papers. The Engineer-Entgineering-Iron, and otlier
Engliali scientific jourrnals, not only give great pub-
licity, and fully illustrate the important works of Eng-
land, but give publicity, aiso. Io ail important works
that are being constructed on the Continents of Europe
and America generaliy-Canada excepted; and the
colunins of the &ienti#c American aiso frequently con-
tain descriptions and illustrations of foreign works--and
yet the important hydraulic works of Canada, to, zoo
which the ifussian Government 'but recently sent over
Engineers, with letters credentiai to the Government of
Canada, to, examine and report upon them-are s0 littie
thouglit of in our country, that the great mass of our
population is totally ignorant of the magnitude of works
which are being carried on within a few miles of their
own doors.

It is not our intention in this introductory article to
report officially upon any of the public works now i
course of construction; but we hope to do Bo as soon after
tlie close of the year as possible. We have only recently
returned froni Carillon, where works of great importance-
are being constructed, and yet how few know of the
gigantic dam now being built across the river Ottawa,
within one mile and a lf of the village--or, of the
new cuit and en]arged locks for the Grenville canal at the
sanie spot. This large dam, which, when. completed,
will be over 2000 feet in length, and the iargest, pro-
bably, in NoAtl America, is intended Wo throw back the
waters of this great river some miles, so as Wo avoid the
deiay which takes place in towing vessels up the present
canal, and Wo allow vessels of larger tonnage to desend
~through the new locks. Borne idea may be formed of
the great hydraulic po wer te be stemmed, when we men-


