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Verses 18 and 19, The American must go
abroad to the pewsantry of Russiu or India or
Chiua to get uny conception of the mental and
nioral hopelessness of the common people in tho
provinees of' tie Romun empire in the first cen-
tury, The messugo of Clirist to this peoplo was a
mensige of hope.  Glad tidings to the poor which
meunt better opportunities, u lurger distribution of
wealthy, more universal comfurt.  Comfort to the
broken-hearted—hope v the open grave, flowers
for erape, and the smile of anticipated meeting
mingled with the teurs of present separation. Do
livera
ernment from a military to an industrial and
sociul orgunization. Recovery of wight to the
blind—hoxpitalx, asylums for the unfortunate,
and for the mentally blind universal systems of
publie education. Liberty for body, soul, and
spirit. This was Christ’s mission which ho ful-
filled while he lived, and left to his followers as
their herituge.—Lyman Abbott,

Ax the rostored health of his patients is a better
argument of wkill in a phyxician than labored ex-
aminations and eertificutes; us the testimony of
the almanae thut summer comes with June is not
80 convineing us is the coming of summer itself in
the sky, in the air, in the ficlds, on hill and
mountain ; o the power of Christ’s Gospel in the
world is the best evidenee of its divine origin,
What blessed ehunges does it work in the world’s
history ¥— Beecher.

Verse 22. ** Is not this Joseph'sson 2" 1t is not
from castles xo much us cubins, from princes so
much as from the people, that reformers and patri-
ots xpring. Luther came out of a miner's hut ;
and while the German boy sang in tho strects for
hix brewd, Jolm Knox earned his by teaching,
Walluee und William Tell, Hampden and Georgo
Wiuxhington embarked in the cause of freedom
with little else but their lives to loxo. The
noblest sacrifices of piety and patriotisin have bheen
mude by such ax Fad not a drop of noble blood in
their veins, Scotland’s history illustrates this,
Her middle eluss and peasuntry dyed scaffolds in
blood and kept her banner flying till liberties
eivil and sucred were securcd, .

OPTIONAL HYMNS.
No. 1,
Bafely through another week,
Comie, suid Jesus' sacred voice,
Jesus is tenderly ealling thee,
I heard the voice of Jesus,
I was o wandering sheep,
No. 2.
Art thou weary ?
I1ail, to the Lord's anointed,
ITow sweetly xounds the eull,
O what amazing words of grace,
1o was not willing.

ce to the captives—the translation of gov- |

I he Naturalist in Palestine,

Tuire is no country in the world which
presents such an unique field for the naturalist,
In Palestine we have gathered, focussed m «ne
little nurrow corner, specimens from every part
of the wnole warld, In fuct, when we ure in
one put «f Palestive we find ourselves in an
Alpiue region, and in e other part we find our-
selven in a tropical outlier, in the Jordan valley.
Tue fust is th ot there is no spot in the world
that I am aware of whire you can bring to-
gether 2o closely the avimals, the birds, the
Luects, the land shells, and the plants of the
far north, of the tropics, and what we call the
Germume region—tne temperare zon-, ‘lhe
| reaxon o it in this: Palest ve, nthe fiest place,

posse-ses lofty n ains, - The peaks, which
reach about 10,000 feet in height, are covered
with wil but perpetual snow, 1 have waled
through snow on the top of Mount H4mon in
tille of August,  Fiom these two moun-
a ges, the Lebanon and Aunti-Lebanon, or
[ Hermon, whie . ure a splittnyg of the great
Seri range which comes down from the yutes
J of Syrin, you have fivst  lonz range, gradunlly
diminishing in elevation, but flarte ¥ and
‘ broadening out, which forms in sucession the
Highlawds of Galilee, Samaria, and Judes,
Taen, on the uther side, rou have Mount Her-
mon vunuiog down into Bashan and flagt ning
out aga n, while the prolongation of Lebunon
is lost in the plateau of the Tih, us it is culled,

Betweon these two ranges you have u phe-
nomenon unique on the earth's surfacr, You
| hve adep issure, w rent, the surfice of which
is bt 1,300 feet below the level of the sea,
kiown in the Hebrew as Ciecar, Ly the u tives
us the Gior, and by cwiselves us the Jordan
villev,  You find a tropical climate al! around
the Red Sew unl in the lower Jordan valley,
Toe vesult ix, while | am standing under Bunias,
a' Tell Kadi, the uncient Laish, or Dan, I can
look up and see the suow-clul top of Hi rwon,
with it hewrs wi d Alpine plants wnd bivds, T
am rtardivg whout 200 feet | elow the level of
the wea, with papyrus waving round we, I
lo k down into the Jordan valley, into » region
peorled b vemi-tropical plants awd nimals,
while in the middle of the wiole country and
in the plaivs nre what are called the German
fanna and Horn, that is 1he rame s in the
M. diter anewn «ountries, — Canon Tristram, in
the Natural Ilistory of Palestine,




