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Oïfli hentr ere aîuoiîg the, niost imnportant, or our pos-
sessions fil 1.11v world. Theylhave itof, receded, aithougili it
is sometinies thou-70ht thu'y haive Oni the whole, they haive
stood stili. Bt. thoir relative positionl 110W is 0110 wliieh is
nicroscopie as coinpar4'd with onur -geucral ita iiil the

world. The weakz poiint, as was show n iii lus admirable
pape*, read at a meeting of' the Coloiiial Fuistittute on
Valentine's Day, even by so pacilic -an auithloiit:y as Sir R.
Grifren, is thlatte Uic enus of the delence off lie Empire have
net rclatively prosj>ered ai so rapid a 1):lce as lias the Eîn.
pire itself. Ouîr lcet is at the moment rel-ativ èlv stronger
thami it has ben at soin -previous periodIs of our history,
but it wvîlI not in thec nexi, lèw years possess the sti)<riority
of strecgth ag-ainst a possible combiniat ion of powers which
seerus necessary lui the case of aii Enpire, posSessing s0
m11any je-alous rivais, anld so depenldenit for its communlica-
tions and for the safety of its capital upoii the, empire of
the sea. Our military ilorces, which Nvou1d be reqnired foèr
the purpose of hringing to a close eveiî a successliil war,
are absolîtely littie strouiger thani they- were a quarter of a
century ago, and relatively to the forces of other powers
and to the cails upon otur owu, may 1w considered to have
decreased.-LoitdoîtiGra&pldc.

Editorial Notes and Comments.

THE newspaper is absorbmg mioft only the leisure hours
bat eveil the bulsiniess hours or mniy people at the present
moment. 'l'le teachers more tlîan any class of readers
require to take the espprinto accounit iii their daily
progPramme. They must kîîow the trend or tlîought ini
relation to so many thiiigs. TIie, newspapers keep the
teacher up to date iin regrard, to, geog'raphy, history, civies,
literature, science and so forth. But it would be wrell to
take the advice of Emerson in relation to thi; matter of
rea(tingT for lie saw very cie arly how inuch. time miglit be
frittered1 awray iniinewspaper.ýi reading. E merson wrote to a
collegre boy: Newspapers have done mitch to abeit
expression and to improve style. They are to occuipy dur-
ing your greieratioli a large share of attenltionl and the most
studio-as and engaged mail can neglect them only at his
cost. But have littie to do witlî them. Learui how to get
t-heir best, too, without their gvettin yours. Do urot read
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