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tend ‘‘ to bring into contempt Lhe religious earnestuess and scrip-
tural tastes, which then distinguished a large portion of the punlic.”
This characteristic of Jonson’s works, by enbancing the walue of
the supplanted religion, cannot fail to give the reader a much more
favorable idea of Catholicism. A numhbcer of very devout poems,
such as the beautiful ** Mymn to God the Father,” are also ascribed
to his pen and are worthy of a more enlightencd authoer.

Around Jonson's name we find grouped a little band of
Catholic poets who, though more or less forgotten, are not the fess
deserving of mention.  Ben himself wus never tived of singing the
praises of one of them, Henry Constable. As he wasa staunch.adher
ent of the forbidden faith, prejudice has drawn the veil of obscurity
over Constable’s works, He wasa noted sonnet writer, and his com-
Prasitions **1a praise of God and of his Saints,”” contain many beauti-
wul sentiments. One sennet i honor of the Blessed Virgin is deserv-
ing of particular notice as treating of rthe Immuculaie Conception,
though it was three centluries later before that common belief
became a dorma of faith. The once pre-eminent {fame of Sir
Williamt Davenant, Jonson's successor as Poet Luurente, has also
suffered for his religton.  Southey terms him ** 4 poet of rare and
indubitable genius,

™ while Scott has prazsed bhis vigoerous concep-
tion and felicity of expression.  He strove bard to improve the
literary standard, and partially succecded in restoring it ‘1o its
natural rank in seciety as an auxiliary of refigion and virtue.” His
pocirs are modelx of marality, a very vare thing at that day, amd
are decidedly Catholic n tone.  Davenant’s contemporary, the
neble  poet priest,. Crashaw, owes a great deal of his present
reputation to the praise of his friend and co-worker, Cowley. The
hine marked out by Scuthwell was the one Crashaw chose 10
follow, and he has Dbeautiied our literature with many noble
religious poems.  Besides a great intensity of pious fecling, thesc
display  much cnergy of thought and wealth of du.tmn. The
¢ Epigrammata Sacra ™ has evoked from Coleridge a well-merited
tribute 10 Crashaw’s * power und opulence of invention.™  This
work contains that heautiful passage,
** The modest water saw its God ind blashed.™

William Habington was another Catholic poet of the time

who has been saved from oblivion by the merit of his works.  His
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