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the gate, a mnan, whio wvas apparently awaiting his coinig. This
man asked if lie werc Th~1omias 'Madison, andl i lit.1rodiiced humuseif as
Rodney llaskinill, lawyer for the CJity St-reet Railway.

"I bave ratdier a sad mission, 'Mr. Mýadlisonl," coiueued the
law.yer. ''Y our %vife was-wel1, %vas kzilled %vlile passiuig in fr-ont
of one of our street cars tod-ay. \Ve reognive thiat aithougli an
accident purely, wc are, to a certain degree, open to a suit for
damnages; but we do flot wvishi the case broughit into court. In view
of these faets, the company desires to settie for $25,0O0."

Tomn looked at l-ask-mill in a dazed sort of w'ay. 11e could
hiardly understand thiat bis wife was dead. Ile kept rcpeating, over
and ovei' "Mary dead. .... .klllcd.. . an accident.... .$25,000." The
stra1 u wvas too înluth, the shioekç too sudden. Madison fainted.

The funeral. xwas over, and 1 Wad corne to stay with Tomn. H1e
was hieartbroken. I hiave îîever seen a niai so muchel in despair, so
utterly at a loss, se lie1pless, and, besides, lie blamned everything on
liirnself lie lx-fd wi.sled on the i. For nwself, 1 did not kîîow~
wiar to tinkiil. \Vas it oiily a inost reniiarlzable coincidence? Or
w'as it the idol ? I1 reiiieiibered tlîat the idol liad corne fri Inidia.

A wek i passed, wliile Toin rvinaiuîed the sanie, , andç the doctor
said thiat unless a change spt in soon lie w'safraid hio wou111( becomne
insane. 1 shŽpt in a,) roomn next Tmsin case ainything( should.
hiappei-in case lie shiould try suicide.

A few~ mrnfii]gs after I lay awakze in bcd. It was about 2 a.m.,
and 1 hieard Madison mnioving arouifd bis room. I wvondfered if any-
thing w~as îvroîîg, and, putting on a pair of slippers, steppcd into
bis rooini. Tomi was sitting ou the side of the bed, gazing inoodily
into space. A inuite or so aftcr lie stoodl up zind walked past nie
out of thie door to thie liead of thec staii's. Hie appeared. as if in a
tr-ane-tha,,t w1iite fi.gure inoving.i before nie downl the stairs. leaclh-
ing thme foot of tlue- staii's, lie turned ho the left imb the sitting
rooiin. I followed to sep whiat lic inteided dloiiug, aiid wvhere, lie was
going. I saw himui, by the liglît of a Liv glearningi coals stillin the
grate, advancc ho the niantel and take the Ivory 1(11 Iin his bauds.

I 'was, standing in tlie dloorway. and, curions to se what lie
was going te do, I enteï'cd and stood lu the shazdows near hiiin.

1e w.vas staring at the white, grotesque Buddhia, icih he hielcd
in bis fingers, aiff iinuttering Io Iimself-l wvas afraid thiat lie hadl
becomne insane. Once the coals, Iighiting up, gave ine a view of bis
face, drawn and cager, thme lighit of a fanatie in bis eyes. Suddenly
hc, stretchied eut bis bands, grasping the idol tightly betweeu themi,
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