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Pastor and People.

GREAT AND SMALL.

I love to lie awhile and look

Into the bubblings of a brook,

Nor do I greatly long to know

Of silent tides t¢ which they flow,
Nor wonder, when the sunbeams play,
How many sunbeams make a day.

My faith accepts as wisely planned
The things I do not understand :
I cannot doubt the rainbow knows
A secret hiddemn from the rose:
But rather would my flower see
Than solve the heavenly mystery.

"Tis wot that I Ignore the great,
Only I am content to wait.
The Infinite hath too fierce a glare
For my poor humuan sight to bear,
While Iittle things—more dear to me—
Show sidelights of eternity.

—John Hall Tngham.

PROSPECTS OF RELIGION IN
FRANCE.

BY REV. K. J. DUPUY.

Compared to American Mome Missions,
the Fremch Evangelizimg Societies are
very modest in many respects. Referring
to the proportion of 'rotestants im France,
omne to fifty-three, mmediately one can
imagine that the first ef.orts in any; coun-
try place are to group the twenty, thirty,
or more, Protestants, and secondly, to ga'n
the comiikience and esteem of those whopdo
not belong to our denomination. Whem
a pastor has secured the pames oi the
Protestants, and it s sonetimes difficalt
to {imd themny out, he
writes them to meet at his house. That
is the beginning. Interest them, rowse up
the religious feeling that was in an icy
condition ; excite their zeal, bring thea to
atkwowledge thelr responsibilitias, und set
them at work to find out other unknown
Protestunts, or gpeak to their iriends and

broog them to the wmeetings. This ardu-
ous task covers months sometimes; but,

if done with a prayerful spirit, it done
with entire consecratiom, the first result
is that the parlor where the pastor held
the meetings can no longer hold the lis-
teners.

In a small town-a shop will be rent-
ed and fitted up with chairs andj a plat-
form. Soom, people will flock n, through
mere curiosity : * What can that TInan
say ?”’ The attendance increases steadily
but still the pastor must not be too san-
guine, for soon the idlers or light-minded
will get tired of hearing sermons; the de-
voted members of the Roman Church are
warned not to go any more to that dan-
gerous place; and finally there remains a
small congregiaton, the nucleus. -

Then begins the second part of the
work. The pastor nmuust be on the wateh,
with comstant prayer he mist follow the
souls thirstimg for love and truth; he
must encourage the timid ; bow begins the
building -oi the new church. All means
will be emgployed to Dhinder him in his
work ; false reports, noise in the meetings,

bitter articles in the religious papers, or.

in the political Catholic papers, liery fer-
mons in the other Church. But, however,
the wmore strenuous these eiforts, the
more united the little congregation. Con-
versions take place, few at a  time, slow-
1y, perhaps, but the membershlp ‘nerodses.
Years pass on, sometimes ten, [ifteen, twen-
ty, before a strong congregation s built,
before a  chapel is dedicated. s
But during this period, more or less
long, the work was not merely voniined to
the town or village wh't‘;re the ,pastor s
located.  Very rapidly, ifrom village to
wvillage, from farm to iarm, the news had
spread that a preacher was living jp A,
agd was bolding meetings. Other Prot-
estants were foumnd im the vieinity; traets
and Bibles were distribated ; circumstances
would pily favour the preach'ng of the
gospel in different neighbouring villages.
For instance, the fumerals are considered
as the best occasions to speak frankly and
earnestly, to present the sacrifice of Christ
- in all its purity, and produce a deep im-
pression om the audience. According to
the custom, the pastor follows the hearse
to the cemetery, and there, in that dread-

visits them, or
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ful stillness, in that hush of all feelings
in the presence of death, he speaks; and
often some hear for the first time the
good tidings.

There is such a striking difference be-
tween the Romaan prayers, mumbled in
Latin, and these accents alming to com-
fort: there is so mueh formality and cold-
ness on one side, so much power and love
on the other, that even should the pastor
be not eloquent, those present are deeply
moved. Often conversions have taken place
after these ceremonies; souls troubled or
weary have found out at last the bright
pathway leading to the Father of mer-
cies, the everlastng Camiorter. It may
happen also that a man who had not the
courage to joim the new Church during
his life, will ¢xpress at his last mwomenis
the supreme desire to be buried as z
Protestamt.

So, from village to village, the news
has spread, and here and there two or
three families are gained; the work in-
creases steadily ; and woe to the pastor
if he does not visit regularly—the oftener
the better—if he s not ready to give mp
all his rest and personal satisfactions, to
minister to the earnest, thoughtful souls
who are searching for Christ.

Thus the little chureh s composed of
two elements; the centre or nucleus, in
the towm or village, R., for example ; and
thirty neighbouring villages, called “ ap-
nexes,” where only a few members are 10-
cited.

What we have said ‘s, in the general
way, the history of mtuny cliurches, now
strong and living centres. We have on-
Iy viewed the work as started :m places
es where already a rew Protestants were
settled.  We will later give some facts,
showing through how many dificulties
these churches grew.

Withim a few weeks there has been in
I'rance a great opposition against Y'rot-
estunts. Why ?  For the only reason that
of late Protestamts have been gaining
steadily ; and all the forces of Romanism
and of free-tlrought are umited to de.eat

these DProtestants. Becaus> the mninor-
ity s no longer in the dark, but hag be-
come aggress.ve amsl meets with  great

sywpathy.  Nobody attacks o dead mun.
1i they attack Protestantisag, it is because
Protestamiiqu ix gaining in life and
sirength.  But God is with His servants,
and we fear not.—/I’he Christ’an Observer.

‘THE FUNCTIONS OF 4 CHRISTIAN

MINISTER.
The following remarks were called
forth by our Ottawa contenyporary, Ihe

Daily l'ree Press, ‘n connectiom with the
resignation recently of uhe Rev. Joln
Wood, pastor ot the Congregational
c¢hureh there, and are so tindely that we
reproduce them in our colummns.—Ed.
Ottawa s, {t appears, not the otly
plave where church-goers are inelined to
measure the worth of a pastor by  his
ability to “draw’ hearers or preach sen-
sational sermbuns. The subject s excit-
ng attention in the United States, amd
Rev., Lymhn Abbott, who succeeded the
late Rev. Henry Ward Beeclier as pastor, of
Piyniouth chureh, Brooklyn, contributes
am artiele to the current number oi tha For-
wm, im which he takes strong groumds
against the proposition that it is part
of a Christian - preacher’s funetions to
preach sermyons designed to attract large
coegregations, and thus bulld up his
church finaneially. Dr. Abbott says he
does not {eel comfplimented when a mem-
ber of his congregdtion tells him that
Le or she *‘has been greatly entertained”
by his sermvon. He does not admit that
it s any part of a clergyypn’s {func-
tiom to “entertaim’ his congregation, or
that a min’ster should be measured by
his ability to draw. The Christian
preacher does not stand on the same
plane with the actor or the lecturer,
and Dr. Abbott seems to have small re-
gard for mere “pulpit orators,” who re-
gard themselves as artists and the'r
serimons as *works of art,” or whosa greait
ambition is to fill the pews of churches
with expectamt congregations and then
to make them weep or laugh or shiver
and creep with sense of awe. “The ora.
torical ambitiom,” Dr. Abbott says, ‘‘is

fatal to any preacher who entertains 't.
Under its ¢nfluence he oftep  becomes
elther grandiloguent or histrionic and
always loses tlat genuineness and gim-
plicity which are the essentials of true
pulpit suceess.” It !s mot the functiom of
the preacher of the gospel to entertain
or Interest the mfnds of his hearers, but
to emliven their spiritual natures. “The
distmetive function of the ministry,” Dr.
Abbott tells us, ““is to ‘mspire spiritual
life; that 1ife out of which all other
life, both mdividual and social, grows and
by which it is directed and controlled—
the life of faith which looks upon the
things which are unseen and eternal: the
life of hope which presses eagerly jor-
ward out of all the disappo'mtiments and
successes of the past toward the mark
for the prize of the calling up higher
which continunlly ¢ombs from God; and the
life of love which, makes all men one be-
¢cause one in Godd, the Father of all.”” Brief-
ly, amin’ster is not appointed to “draw”
a congregution, nor to enterta'n  themy
when they are drawn. His wéssion is
that of his Master, who said of himsel.:
“I have cuome that they might have
life and might have it abundantly.”

This belmg so, Dr. Abbutt argues that
the proacher cannot give what he
does not possess, and that, therelore, there
i no place in the ministry for the ra-
tionallst, the pessitnist or the egoist. Men
oi these temperaments must either van-
quish their temperaments or must look
for employment elsewhere. If the prew;h-
er’s bellefs n God, itmmortality, sin, for-
g.vencss, inspiration and Clrist, are mere
traditional inberitances or scientisie con-
clusioms, hypothetically worked out in the
school roowm, he isnot the necesBuAry equ k-
mwent to be a prophet of the spititual
world to unmspiritual men. If he be an
egolst; Il he believes practically or thzo-
retically n the wmbtive: “Take care of
number one; if he enters the profession
for the rewards it will coafer upou hitn,
for the social prestige it gives, or the
intellectual lelsure it affords, or the
Npmunity from uhe struggle in which Lis
less fortunate fellows are engaged, the
elennent of sympathy, Dr. Abbott siays, is
lack.ng whick equally with the spirit of
faith and of hope make up the lie which
it s the prophet’s function to impart,
and with which therefore the prophet
Cnust be equipped.

SONGS IN THE NIGHT.

There are mamny bright days given us
by our Heavenly Father; but as He, sees
it is Lest that we should have alternate
day and night in the natural world, so
we all have our night times of sorrow and
care.  Yet we are told that in the dark-
est hours * He giveth songs.” Did you
ever think what this means, or better: yet
did you ever feel what it means? If you
are a disciplé of Jesws, a true child “of
God, you have no doubt felt it, and your
weary soul has been soothed and cheered
by this heavenly m/mstrelsy, amd you have
realized that its melody was sweeter Tar
than the notes of the KEolian harp,
coming as 1t dozs from the great kind
heart of Him ** who, never weury, watches
where His people be.”” To all of His sor-
rowiful children have there sweet songs
comp, sometimes as gweet as echoes,
things heard and learned ‘n His

‘house at some brighter period of oun lives.

Was it n the night of bereavemgnt ? Did
death eome with ts icy hand and touch
one near and dear to you? Did he take
your darling child, and did you see on
the precious little body, as you laid it
in the casket, dark spots alreadd around
the little throat, from the :mflammation
which had taken the dear 1ittle life away ;
and as you looked on these evidences of
corruption and decay m that dear little
body, ** bone of your bone” and * ilesh of
your flesh,” how came it that, ‘nstead of
these signs filling your heart ‘with horror,
a vioice whispered to you of (the Himp to
come, and reminded you that ‘‘ this mor-
tality shall put om Jmmortality, this cor-
ruption must put on :neorruption’ till, in
anticipation amd comfident expectation of
that blessed day, your spirit was lifted
up and your aching heart soothed and
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cheered as by Heavenly minstrelsy. Have
you been rich im this world’s goods and
save you been stripped of all in these lat-
ter days and forced to depend on daily
work for your bread, or uaily ef.ot and
daily trust o God, which snould go to-
gether if you ure a  true disciple? HO\'V
1s It that when you read that our Savi-
our, though rich, for our sake becau®
POOr, You seamy to rewlize so thel wulness
of His love, that it cpmes to youw as 2
sweet, sweet song in your miglhc of POV
erty and’ toil. It may be ubat OUheR
dark hours come to you, for there aré
SUlle more grievous to be borne than, those
which euwe [rom berewvement or poverty:
It may be that you see ome near
dear to you ralling ‘wto sim, deeper and
deeper mtc sim.  You pray fervently ‘"?d
coustantly that God would stop humr B
wad career. You know that e is all
poweriul, that He rules in the armies ©f
Heaven ; and it seems a small thimg that,
e should rule and reign over one wiesed
leart.  You try to have jaith, and YU
leel that in the arms of .aith and prayer
you would take nim and bear hom vo 'WBe
Muaster, as did the woguen their suifering
loved ones, when the Saviour was here
Wuiollg men.  You love this erring 99¢
50 dearly, it seews that you could .nardy
rest yourseli, ** in the Heavenly fold, with
this precious laun astray in vhe mowd
tums eold.”  In such a night as vHI®
these words, = What I do ye know BO
now, but ye shall know bhereajter,” Co'ch
to thwe soul, all weary and d:stracted,
br.g sweet visions of that bright pereal-
ter until reireshed and settied, stablisued
and strengthened, it ean trust all intq His
Lands and cast all care upon iy “’lfo
cureth for us, saying, humfply and sincer®
ly :(—
"l kwow the hand that is gu ding W€
Ahrough the darkmess :noo che 1:gBY
And 1 know that all betiding we
1s meted vut aright. tal
For 1 know, though nid from my mor .
sight,
God’s plaans are all complete,
Though the darkness at present be ©
light,
Aud the bitter be not sweet.

ot

—Grey-

BY'HIS FOOT-PRINTS.

A philosopher who denled the exisbf
ence of God was crossing the great 48
eri oi sabara, accopamied by an ArsP
guide. He noticed his guide kneeling 9’
on the burning samd, and address®?
4 prayer to God. Finally, one evel‘l»' g’
the philosopher, seeing his guide arisi?®
alter his prayer, asked hiymr with a 9%
temptuous smile ;—

" How do you know there is a God

The guide replied quietly : * How .
I know that a maun and not a Oﬂ'm(‘;-
has passed my hut during the ghades 8
the might? Is it not by his Tootprints
upon the sand ? In the sapye mannerr
he added, pointing with his finger to |
sun, the last rays of which were break> T
over the solitudes of the desert, ' th#
footprint there is not that of man.”
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Two years ago, a conference of tB®
clergy ot the Russian Orthodox ('Jh“r_cn'
met at Moscow to discuss the alarmib
growth of Stundismy and devige a pl&
lor its suppression. A number of out’
rageously cruel enactments to this ené
weie suggested to the Government
this body Wt Christian ministers, most ©
which were afterwards put in force, €. 87
the .idnapping of Stundist children fr
their parents, the stigma gn Stundist Pa“?;.
poriy, ete. But notwithgtanding all vhel
effort: to suppress it, the Orthodo*
Church is mow 1uce to face with an alar®
ing increase of vitality among the Per" ‘
secuted  ‘‘heretics.” The provinces ©
Kherson and Kief are again in a terment:
and the most recent news hag it tb%
hundreds of families are declaring them”
selves Stundists, and that thousands mOFé
are in sympathy with them. The HoOW
Synod has taken alarm, and has now €v8”
voked another conference for the (arly
autuemv of this year. Special iﬂ"‘tw;
tions to the conferemce have been S€8°
to priests living in Stundist localities
and we are justified in preguming tb3
still more dragtic regulations for the e’i
tirpatior of the pestilent Stundists Wi
Le the outcome of the second gathering:
“We trust,” says an American exchang®
“the American people will closely watt
th.s conference, and mark the conclusions
it arrives at. With Russia posturing
for our fraternal regard, we do well tO
see that she is not a terror at homé:
to the best and bravest of her own sub-
jects.” s




