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r Samumel, xv.
"1Sirely the bitterness of dcaîiî is îast,'

Cried lie whose safety Saut, the Sovereign, willed,
When i the bloofi o! Amziek tise was siled,

And at his nation's grave he stood, the ast.
But Samuel carne, with counitenance avercasi,

Wiîh wrath aroused, and charîty ail chilled,
And there, before the Lord, was Agag killed,

Hewed inoapieces by tht Entbusiast.

Prophet o! Love 1 whose covenant bath reversed
The tytanny that bruiseui the broken reed,

Be Prjest ai love, and biess where ail have cursed,
Sptead Thy mihd rule tilt Ilate tsel1 be freed,

And bie the King of Lave whose wisIam first
Is pure, then peaceabie, and saves indeed.

SILKEN BANDS FOR AN UNRUL Y MEMBER.

BY REV. J. A. R. DICKSON, B D.

More trouble and sorraw came into human lite ftram tht
unreasoning use of the tangue :.than tram alrnost any other
cause. An idle word is a spark that not infrequently fails
upon a powder train, that springs a mine or expiodes a maga-
zine. There may have been no cvii intention, no reai 'nalig-
nity, no purpose ta harm, but tht harm is dont ail the sanie as
if there had been. Fire burns irrespective ai intention, and
wards work irrespective ai tht motive that prompts their ut-
ferance. To do evil ont does not need ta set hirnself deliber-
ately ta act in a certain way. Evil is sa km ta us, so inbred
that it requires no thought-only ta curb and ta crush evil s
tbougbt necessary. It is a truth that oughit ta be stronglv cm.
phasized-"' Evil is wrought by want ai af thought as well as
want ai beart." And, as James saîth, "The tangue can nn
man tame ; it is an unruly member ful ai deadly poison." If
any man offetid nat in ward, the samne is a perfect mani, able
ta bridle tht whole body." Mow can we attain this perfec-
tion ? By thought and watchfulness. By keeping before aur
minds such considerations as will 'educate us ta be silent at
ail tirnes except when we ought ta sptak. There is a time ta
speak, and ta discern that time is part ai the highest wisdom.
A baose tangue is an open floodgate. Perpetuai talk is a
mxark of an uneducated mmnd. In much .speaking great
wroogs arc sometimes donc ta innocent men. And 50 we
read in tht best ai ail books : I"In tht mutitude ai wards
there wanteth not sn, but be that refraineth is lips is wise."
"lA iaal's vaice is known by a multitude ai worde." Idle and
incessant taik mark a man as passessing a poor judgmtnt and
an unreguiated mnd and devoid ai understanding. Me him-
self may imagine that he is the oniy wise man, but listeners
judge otherwise. There is an aid rhymne that is just a littie
storehouse ai trutb touching this matter. It runs this way:

If wisdom's way you truly seek,
Five tbings observe wuîh care,

01 whomn you sptak, ta, whom you speak
And how anci when and whete.

Thomas Carlyle was white he lit ed-and he bting dead
yet speaketh-the prophet ofisilence. Mis oft-repeated maxim
is, "Speech is siivern, silence is golden." And through bis
works pearis ofitruth an this theme lie scattered, whicb glorify

6the greatness and truthfulness of silence." These are a few
af them. "IlSilence is the element in whch great thiogs fashion
thtmselves together." IlTht path o! duiy is silent for tvery
weii-drilled man." Il Most things do not ripen ai ail except
underground ; and it is sad but sure truth, that every time
you speak ai a fine purpose, especially if with eoquence and
ta tht admiratian ai by-standers, there is the less chance of
yaur ever making a tact of it in your paon lfe." "lSilence is
the eternal duty of a man. Ht wo't get to any reai under-
standing ai what is complex, and what is more than any other
pertinent ta bis înterests, without maintaiing silence."

Another wisemafl in his .essays, which evtry young per-
son aught ta read ta furnish their minds with profitable
tboughts, says, "lSpeech ai man's self ought ta be seldam
and %veil chosen-" 1 know ont who was want tai say in scrn .
"Ht must needs be a wisemnai., Le speaks 50 much ai himseI."
)3acon's thought runs in the lune ai tht divine wisdom, IlLet
another praise thet and not thine awa mouth : a sîranger and
not thine own lips." IlFor men ta speak their own glory is
not giory." With much tIse on bis essay on IlDiscourse "
Lord Bacon tells this stary, tbat may became a silken band
for sanie unruly member. I knew two nablemen, of tht
west part of England, whereai tht ont was given ta scoif,
but kept ever royal cheer in bis bouse ; tht other wouhd ask
of thase that badbeen at tht otber's table, Tell truly, was
there neyer a flout (a sight or insult) or dry blow (a sarcastic
iremark) gven ?" To whicbjthe guest wauld axswer, "lSach and
sucb a :hing passed." The lord wauld say, Il I thought he
would mar a good dinner."

Dr. Samuel Johnson by tht faivour of James Iloswell bas
same bands that ougbt neyer ta bc loosened tram thet memory,
or hst framn tht heart. They are slken. There is in them
nothing ai bis gruif cburiishness. They are sweethy sympa-
thetic.

"lN ever speak ai a man in bis own presence. It is always
indeicate and may be offensive." IlQuestianing is nat tht
mode of conversation among gentlemen. It is assumîng sup-
eiority and it is particuiariy wrong ta questian a man concer-
ning bimsehf. There may bce parts ai is former lite which be
nlay flot wish ta be made knawn ta other persans, or even
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bis own recallection." ' A mran should bc cattfut ntver to tel
talcs af himself ta bis own disadvantage. People niay be
amnused and Iaugh nt the time, but they !ili be remembered
ind brought out against him on some subsequent occasion."'

Every keen observer of human lité wili confirrn the truth
of these statements. They offier ta our consideration impor-
tant principles, which in every society %tre greatly needed.
WouId that they were greatiy in demand 1

titre is a specint word for the professing Christian " If
any man arnong you secrn ta be religiaus, and;bridleth flot
bis tangue, but deceiveth bis own heart, this man's religion is
vain." Religion, then, godly tear, affects the tongue-it
bridies it. It catis upon a nman ta think wherennto the influ-
ence of bis words may tend. He must flot speak heedlessiy,
inconsiderately, idly. He must take thought. Why? Be-
cause af this ait sufficient reason given by the Lord bîrnself :
"I1 say unto you, that every idie word that mien shalt speak,
tbey shahl give accounit thereof ini the day af judgment ; for
by thy wards thou shalt bc judged, and by thy words thou
shalt be justified, and by thy words thou shait be con-
demned."

This is a saying ta bc written on the heart and held in
everlasting rernembrance. Many a good impression bas
been obliterated, and înany a gracious thought springing up
in the heart lias been killed, and many a noble purpose bas
been dcfeitcd by an idie word spoken (rom a thoughtiess
mind. And by good people toa. Parents have done this in
reference ta the influence ai the rnorning or tvening sermon
upon tht hearts af their children. And perhaps they won-
dered why their children were neyer converted. The paren-
tal talk rit the dinner table was the hindrance. lnstead ai
speaking wel af the truth preached, the nianner af the
preacher was ridiculed and the good that was donc ta the
souis ai the young members af the family destroyed. One
sinner destroyeth much good. What a responsibility some
parents have in reicrence ta thîs. It would seem as though
there was no fear ai good before their eyes. Words spoken
in the iamiiy circle are like the tories af tht iamed Angelus,
heard far afield, constraînîng souis ta bow ta their mystîc
power even there. They may bc uttered without tbought-
that is their idle brt-but they tive on ta work weal or woe
for long Vears ta corne.

Church members and even church officers aten antaganize
andi neutralize the wark of God by their own surly and sin-
fui disposition. They can set no good in an;t*ng..dont by
certain persans, and so they grumble and growl until thet dis-
content ai their spirit is woven into their face, and tha'l.be-
cornes a picture ta study.* It is a perpetual praciarnation' -of
pugnacity and acerbity. A crab apple dots not mare truee.
tell ai its sourness than such a tact ai its wickedness. Ahi
me 1 tht crooked and deep lines 1

Spurgeon somnewbere tells of a man who was deepiy ai.;
iected by a sermon preached by a godly minister, but from
whost mind ail conviction and cancern wast brushed away by
htaring two deacons tearing tht sermon ta pieces. They heid
it up ta ridicule, and as they did so tht man was made ta be-
lieve there was nothing in it. This is flot a smaiU*êin. lt is
resîsting tht Hoiy Ghost, sinning against tht Hoiy fýnost.

In tht manifold intercourse ai human life no duvy is more
urgent and imperative than this-the bridling ai tht tongue.
And this prayer of an Old Testament saint may bceoffered
every day with the best tflect . "Set a watch, 0 Lord, before
my mouth. keep the door ai my lips." That places confi-
dence where it wiil aiways lie respected, and frott whence it
shail receive the greatest help. They that in their difficult
duty trust in H im shali neyer be coniounded or put ta shame.
It is by reliance upon His grace alone that we are able ta put
silken bands upon aur unruly member. Then shah wt bc
bc able ta do ibis

Give evzry mian thine ar, but few thy voice ;'
Take each man's censure, but reserve the judgment.

CONSTITUTION 0F TUE TORONTO PRESBYTER-
IAN .SABI3A TH SCROOL UNION.

ARTICLE .- NANIE.
Tht name ai this Association shall be "The Toronto

Presbyttrian Sabbath School Union."

ARICL.E 2.-OBJECTS.
Its objects shah be, by mutuai study, consultation, prayer

and co-aperation ta render this dcpartment of the Church's
work more efficient as a means of saving souis and advancing
the Redeemer's kingdorn and glary.

ARTICLE 3.-.NETIIQDS AND POWERS.
Amongst other metbods for accornpisïng these abjects it

shail be competent for the Union :
(i) Ta institute a reference ibrary for its members and

make necessary rules for its contrai.
(2) Ta appoint and instruct committees for the careful sel-

ection of suitabie books and periodicais for use ini Sabbath
schoois, and issue a catalogue of tht sane; ta draft a simple
Constitution for tht guidance of S2bbath School Associations
in our schoois, or for any other business that may be over-
taken best in that way.

(3) Ta ca.operatt with congregations or tht Presbytery in
tht establishment of new schools in needy centres af tht city,
or tht suburbs ai tht same, or in finding warkers and other
aids where these may bc needed..

ARTICLE 4-MENIBERSHIP.
AIl Presbterian Sabbath school workers, pastors, super.

inttndents, assistants and houarary superintendents. secret-
aries and treasurers and their assistants, librarians and their
assistants, and ail teachers in such schaols who shahl compiy
with the terms lait! down for membership shahl constitute the
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Union. Ail 5abbath sehoal wotkers in any schoot âshah be-
corne members af the Union when that schooi bas paid an
annualtee ta the treasurer af the Union.

ARTICLE 5.-SECTIaNS.
The Union may be divided into Sections of Superintend-

ents, Secretaries, Treasurers, Librarians, Bible.class Teachers,
Intermiediate Class Teachers and Primary Teachers.

ARTICLE 6.-OFFICFRS.
Tht Union shahl at its annual meeting, ta be heid on tht

fis rdyin january in each >ear (or an any other day
fied by a majority at any regular meeting when fictice ai
motion bas been previouisly given), elect by ballot a presidert,
two vice.presidents, secretary, assistant-secretary and treas-
tirer; also five persans ta be associated with these as an Ex-
ecutive Commttee, ai whotn five shahl be a quorum. Any
vacancy in such Executive Committet occurring during tht
year shahl be filled in the saine vay, on due notice.

ARTICLE 7.-SECTIONS.
When it is desirtd ta fotrm a Section, the president o! the

Union shall caîl a meeting for that purpose by giving due no-
tice, through superintendents, toaail members who shall con-
stitute that Section, and a majority ai ail such members of tht
Union may organize such Section by electing a chairman,
secretary and treasurer.

ARTICLE 8.-sEcTioNs.
When such section is formed it shall holdspia meetings

as occasion may arise, ta cansider matters ai special interest
and utility in its depattment of wotk ; and it shahlt e
the duty af ail sucb sections to present ta tht Union, annuaily
or oftener, if sa required, a summary of its operations.

ARTICLE 9.-atEErINGS.
Tht Union shail hoid monthly meetings on the first Fri-

day ai each month, at such place or places as the Executive
shiah arrange for, except during lune, Juiy and August, etnd
may arrangç toemeet atener. At tht annual meeting reports
of officerk sl)all be presented and a genotral viev af aperations
gîven. At tlhese Meetings social worsbmp, interchange ai
thought, eeperience 4 d methods, addresses on important sub-
jects cannected with Sabbath schooi wark, Normi class or

Oeinstitute drill, intercommunication respecting removals, special\ases, etc., shaîl rece ive attention at tht discretison of tht Union
cnd under tht direction o! the Executive.

ARTICLE 1.-DUTIES OF OFFICERS.
T-,be duty of president, secretary and ai ber offlcers, and tht

condubt ai meetings and other operatians, where not other-
wise defied, shahl be liritcd by the ardinary ruies for tht

Suldance Mf officers, meetings, and operations laid d.wn in
îodred orgarrzations.

% ARTICLE i1 .- ALTERATIONS.
t It shail be competent by a two-tb:rds vote af the niembers

present at any regular meeting ta alter thîs constitution, if
notIqe shahl have been given at the preceding regular meeting
ai s1h aiteration.

OBEDIENCE.
The spirit ai abedience ta Mis Father's wiil gave direction

Sta aur Lord's whale lite and work ; it was an active and gov-
ernîng principle throughout bis entire history. We carnot
tbink of a time or pon t n occasion when Me was nat dir-
ectly under its impule nd guidance. It was not in the sea-
son of youth, when, at tht request ai Mis parents, He leit
Mis Father's bouse, where Me faund it a jay ta be, went dawn
ta Nazareth, and was subject unta îhiem. Nor was it at tht
commencement ai Mis public ministry, when, if on any
occasion Me might have maniiested a spirit ai reluctance, Me
suffered Mimseli ta be led by the Spirit inta the wilderness ta
be tempted of tht devil. Neither was it in tht Garden ai
Gethsemane, when Mis saul was er-'eeding sorrowiui even
unto death, and he praed,-' 0 my Father, ie' it be passible,
let this cup pass away from Me:. nevertheless, not as 1 will,
but as Thou wilt." From flrst ta hast ; fromn Bethlehtrn's
manger ta Calvary's cross, He iived in perfect subrnission ta
His Father's wil, so that Ht couid aiways say, 11I seek not
Mine awa wîi, but the wili oa! hîm that sent Me."

In like manner obedience is a test of discipieship appiied
by aurý Lord ta Mis foiiawers. "VYe are My friends, if ye dothe things which I command you ; " and wherever the Spirit
of Christ dwells in a man it will manifest itseii in obedience ta,
His will. It is true that in striving ater this spirit af perfect
surrender our best efforts fail oficompiete success, just as tht
youth commits many mistakes in tht course ai bis education,
or the traveller often slips his foot and suffiers occasional fails
n cimbing an Alpine peak. But education af any kind, and
especially that conducted by the Divine Spirit, whose mission
s ta lead intoalal trutb, is for tht p.rpost oficorrecting error

and guîding ta a perfect lufe; and where there is a wilingness
ta be taught, and a disposition ta learn, Ilit is acceptable ac-
cording as a man bath, not according as he hath nat.' This
is a merciful provision ai the all-periect onetet meet the case
af men encampasscd with moral weakness and spiritual in-
flrmity. Measurtd by tht perfect law o! God, wbich dtmands
holiness in thought, word and deed, ail came short. Not a
day passes without out will bting paced in mort or Itss direct
apposition ta, the Divine wiiI, and upon no action can Ilper-
fectian"1 be inscribed. But as in hurnan affairs tht motive
detetnmuaes tht character ai tht action, sa the desire ta obey,
as exbibited in an honest and earnest endeavour ta live a
God-hanourimig life, is regarded wth favour by tht eye. af
beaven.

A, submissive will is what we must possess ta folaow Christ
fully. It is this which constitutes the radical distinction be-
tween the obedience of rnorality and tht obedience ai faith.
Tht moralist obtys fpot sa much from principle as tram policy;
be dots not keep7 the law ai Goa because he loves it, but be-
cause he (cars its penalties. Wlere be satisfied that disobedi-
ence wouid be as profitable, and as fret tram hurtfül con-
sequences as obedience, it is ta be feared that bis Elle wouid
flaw in adifferent channel from what h dots. Aparttram love
to God the Spiritoaitruc obedience cannat exîst. Th mind
ai Christ must be possessed before His lite can be imitated.

oya men came under Mis power, do His laws became
their deltight. Only as they are ruled by His Spirit do they
exhibit a lufe ai hoiy obedience-laving what He loves, hating
what He b.ttes, and cheerfully doing whàt be commands.
Thuonly can they say :

Our wiils ae ours, we know flot how;
Our wilis are ours, ta maile themn thine.

-Rer'. Géorge Rat, Mf.A.. in U. P. Magaczine.


