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DY GRACE I)ENIU .rhlFED

1 hl it on the day -the day 1 las? saw hui"she
faltemeil. "I But i don'?tlahink lie regaruicu it as you (Io. lie
sait thiat 1 Inoket " sue drappeci lier poor aId fadeal heati
-" that I lookeul like a flnwer phackei laere bees %werc
tlîickcst."

Reginatti raisedl lis eyebrows in great aiaîaseîîent.
IHuile. -lit wasn't too primiîtive toaîîîake speeches, was

lie? Weil go an. \%'bat %vas blihke ? What avas bis naine?"~
Miss ain hesitateti a long, long momnct. To say 'bis

naîie auoud was like yielting up lier very seul.
I t-it was Hirauti," she answeret a? last-"l Hiramn

Jones," Tht loving inflectinofIlhem tant lent te nainîe a
certain pathos onI ugliness.

"lJones ? One of the Fînyt-joneses ?"I asked Reginalti
biskhy, kicking a tattont againsa the cluiaîsy whitc-washed
iillars cf the littie porci. "I-l liitas? have been. Jones is
îao awfuaî a naine wtlî no redetaiaag hypiien.'

Mliss Ana staned a? the boy blankly.
::A hyplien ? hat's that ?"l

Oh weil, at's .ust a mîark of faaaily, îhat's ail. It's tht
Anieracan fartaaf ilte. Hteanus? have liait it if lie was aoy-
bodiy. What IaniiywasthisespecialInI. Jones of yours ai?"

Mss Ana looketi lmort puzzheti than ever.
"%Wliyas ta fanialv, tear, he was an only chilti anti an

orplian. ti Ilbe may bave bat other relatives ; indeet, now
1 cametta think of il, it was unlikely lie shoult have bat none
ai ail. But 1 arn airait we rather neglecteti bis relatives in
our talk. \Ve discourseti a great deal tue much, 1 tiaresay,

Jtas? about ourselves. But young people are ofien very
thoughtless ; anti love, my dear," atidet Maiss an witb sud-
denly witiened mental vision-" love, I (tan, is veny selfish."

Reginalti allowed ibis great moral axiom ta pass unassaileti
ais of aio accaunt.

lour anti no faaîîihy. Must have been goot-Iaoking ta
make up for it," he saicl, idIy flapping away a iisguidtti bec
that was buzzing hungrily about a sweet claver beati just aith-
in reacli of bis hantikerchief. IlWliat dit hie look like,
Cousin tan? But neyer mind ; V'il have ta inake liii dank
anyway as you'rt a blonde."

IlBut he wasn'î dank, Regit. Ht was as (air a man as
cout bc. His bain aas as light as miant, sofr anti fine as
sîlk, anti it curlet ail over bis lîcati. H-e hat tht pretiest
bain 1 ever saw. Anti lis tyts wene as blue oh, ais blue as
anytliing."

"I can'u laeip that, Cousin tnn, uness 1 reverse it anti
make ynu tank. Ont ai yen t-ýa lias got ta be a brunette.
No nman ever (ils in love with a girl ai lias awn type."

"But lie (cl in love vitla ne, you know, IZegie."
"Then lie dit flu in love %vith you, dît lie ? Sa it aas

not a case ni unequitet affection, bliglitet litant, anti the
ncst oft ai? 1 heg yotar pardon, bit 1 havea't beanti tht saony
yet, you know. ii lie ofien biiseif tl) you aiItlhaca ?»

.No, litit i net ticcare hiniaseif tîtere, alhlougli I thouglit -
1 (are-I couîtin't help perceivang that lie bat coti ta esîeem
lit greatly." Miss Ann's voice was very sweet anti low.
Il But Iliadta iicait bornie unexptctcdly, becauase our hired
girl took oflence a? aiay heing away anti leaving ber tai do ail
the wonk, anti justieparteti ealy ane uîoring on baking day,
sayîng sIte was going ta iîakt lier folks a vîsil the sanie as 1
was tioing, antdnither aîigbi niake what shift sut coult. So,
of course, I bati ta retura in haste, anti ahen 1 bade bita
gooti-by ce held niy band (ast in a fashina1 was tnuseti ta.
anti sait thiat witb aaay permission he shnulti veny shoruly cal
upon unie in lMcIatiwvi!le, as be batl that ta inipani ta me
whicb couti only l'tiagly be sait ander my awn roof. Anti
he looket ai me as le suioke, anti bis look gave a signil'acance
ta lis wonds that 1 caulti hardly miss of understaading."

"lAndt ien tht felow lever came ?"I
Miss Ann looketi up, lien cyes full of grave reproof.

"I toIt yen he saut lie would came. lHow coulti bcliai
cent?"'

Reginaiti impetunbably bit out at tht bee again, just as it
was settliag comfortably tiown ta its dianen.

Il1iloughî it mîglit be that ubat miade tht story, you set,
Cousin tan. There isa'? any sîory to il thus fa. Sonîcîhing
has ta happen. Anti evitiently sometbing titi bappen since
Vausîitin'u niarny biti. Vhy tiin't yoen marny hbu? You
just adonet ibiti, tiitnt yota?"

A lovely look camîe aven the sweet oIt face uhat even tht
ungainly bonnet, with its nionstrous silk riche anti ils fiappiag
strings coult spoil.

'No creaiune niay adore anytling but tht Creator," she
sait, rtverentiv. l BtI1 reciprocatel bis sentiments ioward
miyself, certainly, an(, as I to I bin reply, 1 icît ihat lis
ncquest <it nie laonar, andt at I would blenduita bear
bis narne."

"Huniph," sit ReginnlId, cruelly cbcck-niating tht bec
by plucking tht cloven-beatl andi thrusting it towa a crevîce
btwea tht boards ; I"mu nuust take a precinus lot of love ta
reconcile one ta bccoming a IMrs. Hiramn Jonms.Hewever,
sanie of those loneses are uncoaîînîonly goti farilies, evea
withouî tht hyphen. I r-ay, Cousin Ana, was that tht Crst
time bc ever came litre?"

"Ves,,my dea."
liid you ever toIt hii wlaat te place was ike ?
W~hay, my dea, %wbat shoult 1 have tlId bitai about il P"

le's a swet, bonilike place ta be sure, anti always was, th'
lcss lively naay be for strangers than Newown ; but I1îîon't
know that 1 made aay special emarks ta bina about it."

"lYetibatin't ilben. By George, how it must bave sîruck
him just ta catac on htail ef a suatten ! " cniet tht boy, strik-
ing bis band against bis kace. "I amn useti ta lMeadowrill,
Vou lcnaw. 've been educateti up ta it by degnees, as il
wene. But juil fancy a swcll New Yorker mieeting ynu first
an yourbesi bib and tacktie n your cotsin's fine bouse, anti
neyer imagining but what thiat was the sot of style you batl
aîways been used ta, anti thea being suttenly set town in
this stuffy littît parlour bere on a slippery horst bain sofa that
bc couadn't stick ta if bc tiedi en ake love tn you an a hor-
rible sun1ower gown 1 Deani, dear I 1 wonter wbau bc
thought 1 But wbydnn't ynu marry hina, Cousin Ana? 'Vas
bcetioa paon? Ton wicked? lut it turn eut tbat ht- was an
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escapeti jail-bird or that he hiad another wife already i That
would work out capitally. Say, was that iltiI

Mfiss Ann had grown very pale. The yoting tellow':s
flippant speech had made a sudden sharp distordl within ber
as when a violha ks rudely struck by ait uniaaugla lianti and ilis
strngs jar.

IHe left here that saine day,» shte replied in a constrained,
hard voice ; Ilandi when hc left hc took with him my promise
that 1 would be his wile that day six mnths. 1 walked down
to the stage with hini andi saw him off for Newtown. Hetvas
to take the train there that night for New \York. The driver
broughît nie back a note froin hlini written at the station. 1
dotibt if even voit, with ail your skîll, coulti have written a
prettier letter, ReRie, tholigh as ho hadn't any wafer by him, lie
tiadto bcb careful that lie saiti in si, knowing that the driver
righit very well read it on the way back, if lie choose, il
enliven the lirne, and, incleeti. one couldn't blanie biti if lie
cid. 1 t's a tediaswa aNettowni."

"Andi then the wretch ,ilted you, ater ail, Cousin Aan?
Was that it ? How was il ?

'Vhere ivas a pause. Mliss tn îaoistened her dry lips
before sie spoke.

I'l'here was ani awfui accident on the hnle that nighit," she
saiti a.i last, growing whiter as an nid scar throbbcd anew in
the faîthifui heart that hiat been s0 sorely wotindeti a wliole
lifetirne before. "There was a cnl!ision. One of the cars
was comipietely wreckcd. Ten people wcre killeti ou .. ht-

aniandt wa of them were mangleti andi crisheti beyond
rýcognitian; their own mothers coulti not have known thein.leht peple jut buricti theni where they lay. One of those
two was iny eiram,."

Reginalti sat up and looked ai .Miss Atan wth eyes spark.
ling with interest-interest in hier story, not lier suflcring.
He was not bistenîng to il (romn the syropatbetic side but froin
the iterary stantipoint. Besides, il had ail bappeneti sa Ion,,
ago that by this tume bhtfell itanus? have corne to have an
mpersonal sort of flavour tven to herseif.I By J ove," be exclaimeti: Il here's a chance for the
sensational I neyer tbougbt of an accident. But if those
two couldn't bc recognized, how diti you k-now for certain that
he was ont of them ?"

"0 f course 1 titi not know i first. 1 didn't even bear
of the accident for so'me days. Andi when 1 titi-ht was so
strong, so young, so full of life, 1 thought he must have es-
cap.d somhow-tliat he woald stili cone back, or write, anti
that 1 sliould some day stili bc bis wife. But 1 neyer saw
bim again. That note he sent me [rom Netown station was
the last word 1 ever had from him. lie would have corne
back if lie bad not dieti."

IAnd was that your only pro of, Cousin Anni Ditin't bis
peope ever send you any word about il?" I

IlHow couit they, Regie? i1knew notbing about is
people, andt hey kncw noîhing about nie. There was not
urne for him to have told. We were only affiar.ceti that very
atternoon. Anti what was there for thein to tell nie ? i kncw
il atfeady. ltieuidan that awful night, and he anti an un-I
known companion lie huried in ont grave."

'rhere was a long silence. Miss Ann sat wth her ringless
handis claspeti together. and two tears trickling slowly over
ber withered cheks. It was fresh ta hier yet, that oli, onid
past, andi tht miemory of ils short rose-trne was passing
sweert to ber ; yet the shock andi bitter pain of ils entisng wcre
no less viviti in recollection, and outweighcti the jov. Finally
slit got iup andi went ta Reginalti anti laid bier han-d on bis
should .

ITbere, dlear," shte said, sirnply ; that is ail any story.
It is a sai ont, and it was hard to tell it even to voit. 1
shoulti not have tolt ii. only you saiti yout needed it, and that
it was selfish of rne to refuse because ofmy own pain."

keginalti turned i bs heati ant i lghtly touclitd lier wrankled
fingertips wtblis warm, red i lps.

*1>o'or Cou:sin Ann t"Ilbecrnurmured, suddenly realizing
tht part she bad borne in ber tale. Il l'or, nid Cousin AnnI
It was bard."

Then lie gauhered hîtaseli together anti rose, stanping lis
ecet to shake bis strong young legs out of their cramped posi-
tion, and noddteti bis head sapaciously two or tbrce rimes,
witb a brilliant smile at bis cousin.

"I tell you what, Cousin Ana," he crieti, joyously, Il'Vil
work Vou up sucb a story ou? of that as you have never reand
yet. Vou can't think bow inspireti1i tel. Just wait and set.
And in thteaicantime, tell ime, vout sweetest, dearest, prettiest
of ail dear, sweet, pretty, litil olti cousins "-he camie nearer,
anti, stooping bis young face to tht level of bers, kissed ber
coaxingly on brow aand chi-" tell me, dear, coultin't we have
soute of ibose wvontierful wafles agatai to.naght for tea ? I

For the next few tiays Regînalt wcnt about wth a scowl of
deep abstraction. wrinkling bis boyisb torebieat, anti innurner-
able baf-sheets of loosely scrawled anti badly blurteti fools.
cap crunipiet ian his banti or protruding signiflcantiy froni is
pockcts.

44lt's going .io bc a stunner li e observeti confldeiitly,
whenever nny ont inquired of bis story's progress, as every
ont diti contiaually. 4' lt's tbe.besu work V've dont ye."

Ail Meadowvile watcbed andi waited with breatbless
intresu. litre was a îhing of faine-a second Iliad-bcing
prodiaceti in their very midt, laurel springing into absobut
leaf and blossom tinter their actual cyms They were sc near
ta il ail that i. gave theni tht sensation of bcang over-spat-
tereti with the dew of glorv (rom somne of its outermosi petais,
and they began ta talce on airs af importance andi mystery.
while tbey trcated Mass Ann wiîh greater distinction iban
cver. She alone sbowed no stase of eiatiou in ibis suddeai
immortality that was being bestowed upon ber. On tht con-
trary, ibere was a wistful, pathetic look in ber face, andi sorte-
thing in bier maniner as of embarrassaient anti shame. Sfic
ball dont only wbat she felt mn be ber duîy, but she coulti an!
forget ibat in so toing ste bad iîfted the curtain froin lier
lif's holy secret anti bareti iltot an irreverent gaze. ltsecmeti
to ber as if she had been uprooing flowers from round ber
lover'5 grave.

Eventually tht last word wras written, the ast revision
given, anti Reginald, bis ananuscripî neatly copieti and raeady
for tht press, graciously announcedtotaMiss Ann ibat he
would read i aloud into erself and ber friends as soon as she
couldicalthem together. Miss Ann droppet her knitting andi
looked up .i hiai in evident agitatioir,

Il es, of course, dear," she said, burriedly. IlThey ail
want to hear if anti-anti of course sa do . You miust read
it to us of course, Regie. I will asicthem ilhere to-anorrow,"

"lOh, ano, not bere, Cousin Ana. I)an't do ibat," legged
tht yonn;felkaw. ."et Miss Ararinia in let usalcorne

fuisv ill, isso.

there. 1. neyer could do nmyseli justice reading the story
here."

Mfiss iann sat looking up ii Reginalt's bantisome gypsy
face.

"But it was litre that it bappened, Vou knnw, Regie."1
"Oh, well, perhap*," assenteti the boy, imipatientiy ,;Ilbut

it tioesn't do ta reat alil histories on thetfied of bautei, yoaî
know- My voice woulti crack in test minutes reading aliad
in stiaci a contracteti, suffocating, little place as Ibis. 1 bave
italIlplanneti. The reading shalibe at Miss Aramita's. Site
bas tht best baiuse anti grountis litre, andi we'll sut oui under
thînse oid oaks in tht front. Tlaey are really fine olti oalcs.
lt's as ideal a spot for tht purpose as ont coulti ask. The
story will Soundi anothier thing out there.",

Miss Aon gave an uneasy glance arouib er littIe oiii.
Tîtose lotir narroav walls inclosedth te tearest place in ailtithe
worli ta lier. She diii tiot appreciate Reginald's objections.
HoWCver, perhaps, the alternaons were getting ., br lanit,
anti the windlows fronteti full west. It nîight be cooler oui-
doors.

IlWe will sit ottsitie certainly, Regie dear, if yoti wish il,"
site saiti. IlOnly we needn't go ta MNiss Araiiiinta's. We cati
sit in ny own front yard. Tlîere's a gonti deai nI sliade
under that big lilac tret."

Regie burst into a laugh.
«it's a ulear, nid lilac bush," lie saiti,nerrîly. Il h dots

ils very best ta pass itseif off as a tret, ant i gves itseif the
most umbrageous airs as passable. Soutîe day l'il write a
potin on it. fBut ta sit in your crampet fronc yard with the

egabe-ga.rclen jusî the other side af tht tan-raad--fancy
i)cesgiving a readiîng there, if you can I No, Cousin

Anta, i can't bave your applause al i ixeti tp with the sneli
of cabbagts andt black currant bus'nes. You don't know what
insîdiouis impressions nne's surrountiings make on one. Sa
aîîy plan as the best, if you please. We'Ill îcet i Miss Ara
minta's to-naorrow".1

PARTl~V1.
Reginald's will of course carrieti tht day, anti on the fol-

lowing atternoon al the aid ladies of Meadowville assemtaled
under tht shade of Miss Araminta's beautiful aId oaks on her
front lawn, if onteaiight tignify by that naine tht sloping
grounti stretchinîg front the front door ta tht gate, anti covereti
with short, coarse, stubbiy couaîry.grass neyer niowet i lire:
than twice the entire summner througli. Reginalti hall coaixti
Miss Ararinta's carniage rug from lier (a brilliant blooti-reti
robe which she oniy use 1 on state occasions, spendiag the
rest of tht year in airîng il on lier back piazza), anti having
sprcad this in tht miost conîfoartable spot af conîbineti shade
and breeze that be coul ilnti, lie threw himselt picturesquely
down upon it in an attitude of enviable case, smiling affection-
ately aî each of tht gentît oIt clames in tura as tbey trenv
their congloilerauion of chairs into a cincle arouat i hm, andi
peereti at hiam througli expectant, pleaseti spectacles. Trley
were not at ail uset ta sitting out.tioors in lIis way. No one
of the'n i aî ever before hall the inspiration ta take a chair
father than the ponch. Sa wbat wiîtlate nnvelty cl tht pro-
cectiae andl the nature of the entetainment, îhey felt excîteti
anti fluttereti tram thé oulset. Only Miss Aramînta, beang
tht cleverest anti having the coolest beati of tbem aýil, avas
able ta preserve lier usual catin, thougli even sue rathaur overdi
it, thus betnayang that il was with an effort abat site rntaianeil
it. MNiss Ana sa? behinti Reginalti, somewbat hititen froni
general saght tiy a frentîy shrub, ber beati bent very low anti
a feeling of uesperate strangeness uîaoa ber. She felt thtat i?
woulcl have been tasier to hear bier stjiry reati on tht spot
wbent it hati happeneti. It couiti not sounti naturai anywhere
tise. Miss Anaminta, coming out strongly in ber character af
criuic was, naturally, next ta Reginaiti, thet most conspiciaus
figure in tuhe snîaîî audience, anti sat ieaning forwamt with
head stifily erect, anti wcarang an inîpressive benignity nf
aspect inteniedtut corvey fullest encouragement ta tht yotang
author.

But Reginalti was not timiti by nature, antitii nat show
laamself in the very least bashful or nenvous untier tht present
trying ordeal. Ht liglitly turneti oven the Itaves of bis manua-
scrip.t, smiling approvingly ta hianself as certain litses litre
anti there caughî lis appreciative eye . iben tbrew back his
beati ta toss bis black locks fromn bis forebeati, struck a stili
more artastac pose, snîiled arounti with impartial anud indul-
gent amiability, anti began ta reati in resonant, draaîaattc ton es
thai gave inum e's efftct ta even bis aussi coanmonplace
periatis.

Tht story openeti wi th a grandiose description of thtebaasse
au Ithaca wbere hMass Ana badti ietbr faite.Upon Ibis ties-
cription, Reganaiti lavisheci tht riotoas wealth of a youthful
anti urdaunued imagination, ransacked tht entire 1known wonld
for one Iuxury atter another, till for profuase and daring miagni-
licence there was not a place in tht "lArabian Nigbts"'lto
compare witb it. Tht littie oIt ladies almost stoppéd breaîh-
ing aor wonder anti delight, anti Miss Ararnînta gave low
grunts of appraval such as might be expecieti tram an intel.
lectual memaber of tht porcine farnily, flnting itieli sucdenly
iiauirseti knee-tieep irr a unaugbful ni swelling nittaphors,
hig-sounding, bornbastic phrases anti an ovtr-spreatiing
flood cf tumultunuas, foarny adjectives.

"Attention! " site sait, atithoriîatively, raisiag a mitteneti
foteflager like a faclet exclamiation-paint. "Tiiere isnouli-
ing like itl i Richardson, nor Goldsmîith, nor in that iie'.
writer Thackeray; no, nor in ail dtar Mrs. Opey. Atten-
tion ! I

-Miss Ana looketi more anti more bewiltitred as Reginalti's
sentences rolet adong. Her cousin s bousse, as it stoat eut
sbarply clefineti in ber mtmory againsi a goldest backgrouand
of hapiss liat fewer windows anti only ônt piazza, and
as t0daes turneus anti broad i iarbt terri ces, there bal
been nouhing ai that sort about it at ail. h was athonougbly,
conifartabie bouse, she recollecteti ant inta er mind its best
carpets, with their big bunches of vivat andi perfeciy recag-
nizable ilowers strung togethier witb garlants of jiveijgrecn,
were pleasarter ta thte ee anti ta tht foot thans such mosaic
looms as Reginalti descrabeti, coi-ered over with loose rugs ta
an exteat that maust make il a marrel if one catalt walk Ibere
wtbout iripping. hIt vai quetr ta hcar af a sprashing fauta-
tain aisite tht bouse ; il stmiack ber as pecuiiarly outi-of place
there as tht village pump woulti bave been ; ant ise felt sure
that Cousin Josiab would never bave bat ont there ta spaîter
barmnfully over aIl bis beautifulI veivet chairs. - Anti %s to1
Cousin Betsey, sire woulti ba-e hat a fit ta seetbtose goigeous,
emibroideret cushions %hat Reginaiti spolie of ibrown sa pro
anscuously abnoad andi woult i-c vepicicedtihein up and
covered thein witb c4lico in icis than no lime; for wcalthy


