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ONE ai tise atvantiges ai a cîcrical holiday is tîsat
it gives a minister an oppartuusity ta look at lus work
irom tIse outsitie. W~ith tna sermons a week ta pre-
pare, calîs ta make, ihe sick ta visit, Presbytery fiat-
ters ta attend to anti uany other duties, a pastor bas
littie apportunity ta viev tIse situation as a nisale. It

.is a gooti thing for Iiu once a year atl least ta stand
aside for a short time, anti taise a calun view ai bis
woark irons a r.ew stantipoint. A professor is perlsaps
none tise %varse for iooking at lus chair from a distance
af a iew tisousanti miles. In tactiut is a goond tbing
far any man ta look at lus work accasionaliy ironi tise
outsidc. Taking a calin view ai tise situation in ibis
îvay, lie may sec impravemenîs tîsat usay bc matie
tisat ise couli flot sec in tise mîsitist ai the work.

PASTOIRS wvho bave been fortunate enougis ta bave
a holiday are rcîurnung ta their pulputs. The Ilstray
parson"l wvio bas been giving "supply" during tise
pastar's absence is findin.g luis way ta bus regular
work. Let us hope that aIl parties have been bene.
fiteti. Tise pastar slsauîd certaunly preacîs better, anti
visit mare for isaving hati a holiday. Cangregations
may bave profiteti by isearin; a strange vauce. Un
tise wisole this annual movung about un August us a
gonting. Now let tise wurk go on with addituonai
pawer mn ail aur congrc,,ationb. Many ai aur eiders,
Sabbath scîmool teachers anti aiber workers have isat
a holiday. Tisey are no doubt ail the better for theur
aating, anti shoulti show theur gratitude by uncreaseti
zeal anti energy in tIse Lord s wor,-ý. A good test
sisoulti bc folîoweti by gccGd wvork.

THE deleZat ai hanlan tise ailier week on Toronto
Bay may be useti ta point a moral. Assuming that
tise great oarsinan is not tise Hanlan ai ather days,
lie may be looket upon as a strikunZ rcpteseniatuve
ai tise large class ai successiol men wlso do not know
wisen ta stop. Hati Hanlan retureti a few years aga
with tise laurels lie liadti en won, future generations
would have looketi upon ii as an oarsman :hat %vas
invincible. But se titi noi re!ire, anti pcople now
look upon isini as an aarsman easiy beateri. He is a
representative man so fat as not retirung at tise right
time is concerrnet. Scares ai business men now in
poverty would have been comiartable to tise endi ai
their days isat they retireti at tise rigist time. 'Many
a broken-tiown politician wvoulti have saveti isis repu.
tation by retirmng wisen lus popularuy was at its
iseigbt. It is saîid that flot anc public speaker in fluîy
knaws when ta stop. Perhaps an cqually small numn-
ber know isow ta retire gracefully wivhen uîsings are at
their best. __________

IT reqUires constant iteratuan ta secure tise reiormn
ai acknowletiged abuse-,. Tise public conscience is
flot casily arouseti. Ca.ly nisen someting ai a start-
ling cisaracter accurs us poptîlar aitentian directeti ta
nisat in time is genei aliy admitteti tu be a grave affaur.
The isearung of tise offuciai rar is flot quute so acute as
ut ougbt to be. Meanwhiale abubeb. continue, and theur
sati cansequences are multupmeti. Fur years it lias
been acknowledged on aIl bsandis tisat budting pour
drnfartunates, wisose onîy lime is inbana.y, in the
caunty gaols is out ai isaraiony witls ail tisat is bumane

nti Christian. Attention has been calicti ta this
inanifest wrong again and again in grand jury pre.
seutmnents, ir officiai reports, and by the public press.
Yet ail the while the poor victims of lunacy arc sent
for salle kecping ta thc places buit for the restraint of
the criminal population. Cases ta wbich attention
bas reccntly been directeti appeal powerfully ahike ta
thc public and ta our govcrning bodies that aticquate
proision ougbt ta bc made for the carc, anti, if pas
sible, cure, of those bercit af rcnson. No ane wiIl
surely bc founti ta nmaintain tbat it is the praper
thing ta subjcct thcmn ta the discaniorts ai a Caol a.îc
its wretcliet associations.

GA'EA T CAL4AfITIE.S.

TI>J. greaîl advancelnenîs .1thacvctl by sclienii<. te
searcis anti thse marveliously varieti practical applica
tuons af discovery anti invention have strengthetied
the giuerai beli tisat chance andi accident otuglit ta
bc excludeti fromn human affaîrs. Science bas demion-
str.ateti that we are under the reigis ai las%', nti law as
ut operates in tise niaterial spherc is inexorable. The
numlber anti sevcrity ai rccent disasters by landi anti
sea migbit at flrst siglît scem ta disturb tise general
belici that ini reality there can be i, sucis tlîing as
accident. Notwithstanding the degree ai perfection
inci nechanical cornpleteness anti directing skill nt-
tained in tise management on a large scale ai raîlways,
tise great highways ai modern civilization ; notwith.
standing the immense ativances matie in navigation
in the construction anti equipinient ai great occan
vessels, appalling disasters are ai ton frequent occur-
rence. Tise awiul horrors tisat happeneti recently at
St. Thomas, in aur own country, at Chatsworth, Ilii.
isois, andi severai nt variaus places since, tise total
destruction by fire in mid-ocean ai tise City o/ Mont.
reai, anti sucis lîke events, are fitteti ta give risc ta
qucstionings wlicîler mnan lias attaineti ta that mastery
over nature ai wvhich surb boastîngs are msade.

These sati calaillities, bringing as they do, nsourn-
ing anti desolation ta so many homes, do not in any
single instance invalîdate the tact that physicai laws
aire u;nivcrsal in their operatian. Every sudsi accident
can or niay be traceti ta a distinct violation ai an
obviaus natural law. Tise Chatswartis coroner's ,ury
founti tbat there liati been neg-lugence on tise part ai
thse railway employés. Tisey omitteti ta iisspcct the
bridge, wbost burning wvas tise cause oi tise terrible
accident. Hati tbey attentiet atheir duty, the bridge
would have been unharnied, or at least tie danger
wouiti bave been ascettaincti in tîme ta prevent tise
train approaclsing ta debtructioii. No doubt tise
manner in which tise cotton in the hicld ai tise Atlantic
steamner was set on fire may be learneti, anti it us
probable that it may be densonstrateti that tise
calamity mîght easily haie becci prcventeti by ordin-
ary caution anti forethouglit. Tise obvious tesson tîsat
tisese happenings impress is, that there are moral
laws as iperative as are fic pisysical. If, as tise
jury's fsusting ivaulti indicate, tise men neglecteti ta do
tise work expecteti of tîsein anti saiti tisat tise bridge was
ail right, tîîeir conduct was ii'îost reprehlensible, and
they are justly iselti responsible fur thse -Lonsequences ai
their faîlure ta performn tise wark entrusteti ta tlîem.
i is flot for a moment tisouglit that tlîey biac tise re-
motest intèntian ai injuring tîseir ieîlow-men, but tiseir
ncgIect was tise cause ai nsost awful cansequences.
Efrect follows cause witis remorseless rcgularîty, anti
effccts sametimes appear ta be tireatifuîly dispropor-
tiolýate ta tise cause, yet aIl tise saine when tise cause
aperates tise resoît is inevitable.

Tisere is anotiser tesson that tisese calariâties teacis
no îess impressîvely. Wc are so accusto nedi ta test
in tise aperation ai pisysîcal law that we jre disposeti
ta forget that tise nmoral government ai Goti is just as
unerring anti as universal as are His laws gaverning
ail material things. It is not tha dictate of tpersti-
tion tisat impels tise passengers on an imperîlleti rail-
way train ta cry instinctively ta Goti for mercy, or
voyagcrs nt sea, appalleti by dise wiîld rush ai tIse
elements man cannot control, are maveti by a strang
impulse to, .rl for bselpi ta Him tisat isalts tise waves
in tise isoIlow ai His isanti. If it is rigbt ta prosecute
physir.al .ebearchi ta tise utmTust, anti ta g.oniorm ta
tise retluir±mnentb ui natural latv, it ;s na lebs mnc.um-
bent vil us ta ascertain tise nature ai tisose lavis tîsat
aperu in tise moral anti sp:ritual realin, anti ta bc in
harmroay itih tiseir beisests. ilc.:e Iikewise in
îleglecting ta abey them there ma-, be no purposeti
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intention of doing wrong, but the conscquenccs of
simple ncglcct may bc terrible. Gad's law is perfect,
andi in its kecping there is a great rewarcl.

If ane bas becn ini the presence af a great calamnity
by land or sen, he cannt 'hil ta bc impresseti vith
the eagcrness witlî which most, whatever may hîave
been the -urrcnt ai their thuughts a fcw moments be-
fore, besceclîingly appeai ta Godi for protection. In
tihe flle ai Dr. Mi.Donald, the Apostle ai tIse North, a
signilicant tliing is recordeti. Thse vessel en wh~ich lie
hati mbarked forAniericawas wrcckezl on thc Scottish
coast. Many ai bi% iellow-passengers were rusbing
about andi frantically crying for mcrcy. He was
calmnly pacing the deck, seli-possesseti. Several
thouglit hini awfully callous, if nut wicked, andi calieti
on iii ta Pray. His answer was ta the cffect that if
lie hati neglerteci ta seek Godi till he was insperilled
hy imminent danger, il woild not say much for his
piety. Compliance wvitb tIse laws ai God's graciaus
kingdoin wilI encourage mnen ta face danger undis.
maycd, iearlessly andi with camposure ta do their duty
in positions ai tieadly petit, anti enable themn ta trust
in thse intin**e iliercy andi lave ai their Heaveniy
Father, -ho tioeth according ta His wiIl in thse armies
ofiaven anti amiong tise inisabitants ai thse eartis.

E VANGELICAL PlRLA CHING.

THE doctrines L-nown as evangelicai bave helti a
praminent place in tbc history ai thse 'hurcb. There
bave been times wbhen they wcre aIl but obscured by
the prevalcr.ce of worldliness andi indifference. Super.
stition has flot unfrequently almosi dispiaceti tbemn in
thse mintis ai the people, but wben the spîrituality ai
thse Churcs was at its iowcst cbb, tise doctrines of
gracc have neyer beeci extinguisbeti. Tisey bave
founti asylunis in piaus bearts, in obscure homes, andi
even in monastic seclusion. In early anti nseJîa2val
hymns %wc bave abuntiant evidence tbat the trutis
preacheti by tle aposties andi coniessors, by Augustine
anti attiers, were thse salace anti strength ai those who
in degenerate t:inces longeti for God's salvation. At
the Reformation, evangelical truth wvas felt ta be a
power tisat recalleti new liue ta European civilization
and shaok the alI-powerful Churcb of Rame ta ais
centre. In ail great spiritual awakenings evangelicai
preaching lias been tbe means blessei ai Goti for the
revival ai the Churcli, thse conversion ai sinners anti
the animating prînciple ai ail missionary andi pbilan.
thropic endeavour.

And yet th~e truths so clearly revealeti in Scripture,
especially tisose expresset iun thse famiar formula,
Ruin by the fait, Redemption by Jesus Christ anti Re-
generation by thse Holy bpirit, have isati ta sustain
constant criticisms (rom variaus c*uarters. The
speculative mind, intent on thse îvhy anti wherefore ai
everything, hans raiseti subte metaphysical objec-
tions tai tise nature anti reality ai tbe Atanement.
Opposing tiseories bave been suggested as explaining
its nature, extent anti efflcacy. Some bave so en-
deavoureti ta refine ils sigîsificance that were thiser
viîe%%s ta prevail it would have littie or no significance
lefi. Thse saine rnay be saiti ai tse cither doctrines
generally inclhýded untier tbe term evangelical. Tac
opposition arises from two main tendencieswiîisin the
Clîurcb. One goes stroîsgly in tise direction ai
Naturaîism, anti the other towarti Sacertiatalism.
These forces are plainly visible at the prescrit timc.

Those wha value thse doctrines ai grace recagnze
their divine arigin. It is because tisey are ai divine
nota ofsuman arîgin tisat tisey are so patent anti s0 pre-
ciaus. Godi tbe Father deviseti tise plan ai redemp.
tion ; Gad tise Son came iron iseaven ta earts ta
mnake His soul an offering for sin anti bec6me the Au-
thor anti Finisher ai aur faitis ; anti Gati the Holy
Ghost applies savingly the trulli ai Christ in regenera.
tion anti sanctification. Like Nicodemus, Naturalism
is constantly asking, H-ow can these things be ? andi
engages in entiless discussion as ta man's total tiepra.
vity, tise ireedam ai tise will, thse vicariaus cbaracter
ai Christ's deatis, anti such like questions. Tise new
birti nta thse kingdom i o o is as mysteriaus ta us
as it appeareti ta Nicotiemus, but the answer ise te-
ceivei rnay weli satisiy thse people ai this ger .ation.
WVe neeti nat laok for anc morc excplicit or more satis-
fat.tory . '«Marvel not that 1 :saît unto tbee, Ye mubt
be bomn again. The wind bloweth wbere.it listetis, anti
tisau hearest the sounti thereof, but canst flot te:!
w'ience it Iýomets or ithither it goeth , sais every i,,ec
th. ý orn ai tise Spirit. . . . If ï bave tolti yoti


