Novastars t1th, 1883

THE CANADA PRESBYTERIAN.

745

ish superstition minghng with some of our rehigious
observances? We ought in these . qghtened days
to be advanced far beyond this rudimentary stage of
spiritual development.

Many good people feel disposed 19 take advantage
of the day's cessation frolm labour to go into the coun-
tty, thouyh at this season such a trip 1s by no meaus
inviting, There 1s a natural desire to visit relatives
at a distance. In such cases it would 1n no way
weaken fanuly ties for visitors and their friends to
wend their way to the village or country church, and
there join reverently in the Thanksgiving scrvices.

The setung apart of onc day 1n the year for thanks.
giving is a mostexcellent custom.  Inthis land where
in the eye of the law, as n realty, there 18 perfzct
religious equality, it is most becoming that Christians
of all denominations nicet in their respective places
of worship to join in thanksgiving to the Gaver of
every good and perfect gift, to praise Hun for mdre
vidual, fam:y and national blessings, to supplicate
Him for their continuance, to have their syimpathies
expanded by intercession for those whose lives are in
the shadow of tnal, afiliction and poverty, and to have
their sense of dependence on Him in whose hand are
all our ways more fully brought home to their hearts.
Much more heartiness in our Thanksgiving services
might be mamifested, and this would certasnly be the
case if those who attend church regutarly on Sabbath
made 1t a sratter of conscience to join in heartlelt wor-
ship on Thanksgiving Day.

Th se who express thesr thankfulness by asseimbling
in the House of God on the day anncally appoiated
will not likely confine such expression to one day in
the year. They will seek to chensh a grateful spint
everyday. There is too much unnccessary grumbung
in this world, toec much unreasonable discontent, too
much senseless fault-finding, which a fuller realization
of- God's unhmited bountfulness to the clildren of
men would do much to correct. It would diffuse the
spirit and extend the practice of brotherly kindness,
sweeten life and bring the heart in which the Divine
love rests more in accord with that expenience of the
Apostle who voiced Ius gratitude in the expresston .
“Thanks be unto God for His unspeakakle gift.”

CHRISTIANITY AND BUDDHISAL*

LoNG before Mr. Edwin Armold’s bnlhant poem,
“The Light of Asia,” was given tothe world the author
of the work now before us was intent 1 the pursuit of
most interesting Oriental studies. For lum the ** Light
of Asia ” had a pecubar interest, though of a different
kind from that experienced by the general reader.
He was in a position to know that beaeath the gor-
gevus poetic vision of Oriental beauty of thought and
imagery there lurked a moral and spinitual virus that,
in the minds of many readers, would lead to disastrous
results. His intimate knowledge of Buddhistic litera-
ture enabled hun to see that bLeneath the plausible
splendours of poetic fancy the author of the “Light of
Asia™ had ventured far beyond poetic license, if in-
deed it was accordaat with his onginal intention to
adhere to ascertained fact as the basis of his gor-
geously-built poem.

Dr. Kellogg possesses remarkable qualifications for
the task he undertook and which he has so satisfac-
torily accomplished. Ndturally endowed with a keen,
penetrating and logical mind, thoroughly disciplined
by varied and liberal study, having a comprehensive
knowledge of the great questions of current theological
thought, Dr. Kcllogy is an Oriental scholar of rare
accomplishments. Added to faculties natural and ac-
quired, he had the advantage of many years’ residence
in India, where he came into close contact with all
classes of the people, thus obtaining much valuable
knowledge of the modes of thought, customs and habits
of the people where the followers of Jesus Christ and
the adherents of Sakaya Muni could be scen living
together.

The work of Dr. Kellogg recently published is a
masterly one. He candidly confesses that he entered
upon his investigation as a Clristian, and claim.s
rightly that holding the Christian faith is no disquali-
fication for an unbiassed inqury into the system that
has so many followers oi, e Asian Condnent and
dilettante ad airers in thie Western world. As the

*The Light of Asia and the Light of thc Warld, A
comparison of the Legend, the Doctsine and the Ethics o1
Buddha with the Story, the Doctsine, and the Ethics of
Christ, By S. II. Kellogg, D.D. (London: Macmillan
& Co. ; Toronto:S. R. Brfgggt)

result of his investigation he avows that the study | their r:spective laws, motives and practical workings!;

has deepened his convicuion in the Chnsaan verities,
and brightened Lis hopes in Christ as the Light of
Asia and of the world.  The cntire discussion will be
acknuwlgdged by every candid reader as eminemly
farr and dispassionate.  There 1s no trace of the prag.
matic and professional controversialist or the self-con-
fident polemic.  Nesther is there wny tendency to re-
ure before a difficulty.  He enther offers a probable
explanation or proposes to wait for more hght and a
more satisfactory solution,

Dr. Kellogg docs not fight with shadows, He has
not been dependent on the representatiors of others ;
but has studied for himself the mass of Buddhstic
hterature which the researches of esnment living Ori-
eutal scholars have brought to light., He has not
based his conclusions on hearsays and the assump.
tions of others. He has consuientiously sought to
ascertain what the sacred books of Huddha contam,
taking care at the same tune to weigh carcfully the
op... ons of such scholars as Max Muiler, Rhys
Davids, Kuppen and others.

In his preface, as well as in the body of the work,

he lays down for the reader’s benefit a very needful,

caution.  Christian readers, and all acquainted wath
Christian ways of thinking, natutally suppose that
when the terms Sin, Salvation, Law, ete., arc used by
Buddlusts they have the ame significauons as we are
accustomed to attach to them, while such is far from
beiug the case.

In accordance with certain opinions, popular in
some quarters, there are not a few who suppose that
the development theory is sufficient to account for
all the religious systems that have influenced the lives
and thoughts of men,  The recent study of compara-
tive religion has with some tended to confirm the as.
sumption that all religions are of human and no one
15 of divine ongin. The resemblances, real or sup-
posed, between Buddhism and Christianity have been
claborately dwelt on by certain writers who desire to
discredit the latter. If 1t can be shown that Christian-
ity 1s an outgrowth of an ancient Asiatic system, then
it would cease to be regarded as of divine authority,
or rather, to put it as some comparative religionists
do, that all are alike divine. It can be claimed for
Dr. Kellogg’s work that it clearly demonstrates that
such a claim cannot be substantiated.

The work contains seven chapters, The first is in-
troductory and discusses the relation of Buddlusm to
modern unbehief.  In the second the ssurces of the
respective systems are discussed, showing clearly that
the New Iestament Scriptures are now universally
recognized bysuch rationahisticscholars as Scholtenand
Kuenenand even Emest Renan as having been written
not later than the <lose ofthe first Chnistian centusy,
“This means,of course,” remarks Ir. Kellogg,* that the
most essentiat and fundamental of the records which
form the basis of the Christian faith can be*. 2dup
into the very generation in which the events narrated
are said to bave occurred.” On the other hand,
amornig Buddhistic critics there is no agreement as to
the time when Gautama, the { under . Buddhism,
lived. The approximation isthat it was between three
and four hundred years hefore Christ ; and it is clear
that the legends concerning his life and death were
not reduced to writing for many centuries afterwards.
In writers of the Augustan age there arce references
to Chrestus and his {ollowers while there are no con-
temporary references o Gautama or his teachings,
To alarge exteut this disposes of the assumption that
the writers of the Gospels were influcnced by Budd-
histi.  ths. The third chapter gives the account of
the nfe and legend of Buddha, and in the fourth that
legend is contrasted with the life of Christ. The fifth
chapter is devoted to the comparison of the doctrines
of Buddha and the doctrines of Christ, where it is
clearly shown that in regard to the following essen-
tial doctrines the contrast is much more marked than
any resemblance which occurs, viz., concerning God,
concerning Man, concerning Sin, concerning Salvation
and concerning the Last Things. Buddhism denies
the existence of God ; its idea of sin is entirely difi~r-
ent from the Christian’s conception, while to the Bugu-
bist salvation meansdeliverance from existence, and it
would be difficult to define the difference between the
Buddhist’s dream”of A7rvana and the atheist’s dream
ofannihilation, The sixth chapterisalso very import-
ant,
At the outset the author gives a concise view of the
excellencies of Buddhistic Ethics, and then states the
postulates of the two systems, and proceeds to discuss

It treats of Buddhist and Christian Ethics. -

regaraing the latter he startingly asks :

Wl ere is the unbeliever in Chiristenjlom to-day, the inost
~arne st and sincere apotogist for Buddhism, who would rather
rais his childten in Chinese, Siamese, Burnicse ot Thibetan
soclety, than to Lring them up in Engiand or Ametica?

Thete are bright gleans of tiuth in some of Gaut-
ama’s teaching , Lut the datkness of sup =stition and
hopelessness inseparable from his system, when
once understood, will lead all candid souls to turn to

Him who is “the true Light which lightcth every
inan that cometh into the world.”

Books and dagazines.
SEEKING AND FINDING AIMANACK FOR 1886.
{London - S. W Partridge & Co - The design of this
little almanack is to interest the young chicfly in the

study of the Bible and is admirably adapted for the
purpose.

Tut PurLrit TREASURY, (New York: E. B.
Treat & Coy—Dbr. Talmage occupies the place of ©
honour 1n the Nouvember number of the Pusgit Treas-
ury. Thereis a strnking and characteristic serinon by
the Brooklyn divine on the ** Downtall of Chnistianny.”
His famihiar face appears as a fronuspiece.  There
1s a good engraving of the Tabernacle, and a gemal
sketchof lus career.  The other contents ot the num-
ber are most inviting. There 1s great variety and
much profitable reading matter to be found in theissue
which 1s one of unusual exceilence.

THE ATLANTIC MONTHLY. (Boston: Houghton,
Mifilin & Co.)—~Among the many interesting articles
in the November number, ** Some Testiinony in the
Case,” Rebecca Harding Davis's contribution to the
literature of “the negro problem,” will especially ap-
peal to the rcader. The impressment of sailors is en-
tertainingly written about by Edward Stanwood under
the title of “An Old-Time Gricvance.” Two thought-
ful and scholarly articles, one on * The 1dea of Cod,”
by John Fiske, the other on * Principles of Criticism,”
by E. R. Sill, form the more solid papers of the nun-
ber. “Thackeray as an Art Critic” contains some
account of the great novelist’s carly notesan pictures ;
and Mrs. Miller has a pretty bird.sketch, called “A
Tricke » Spirit.” The serials by Henry James, Mrs.
Oliphant and Dr. Holines, maintain theirinterest, and
one at least of the stories has a startling development.
An Algonquin legend is the mofif of “ How Glooskap
Brought the Summer,” by Frances L. Mace ; there is
also good poctry by Andrew Hedbrooke and Paul
Hermes. The Contributors’ Club, a survey of recent
illustrated volumes and the usual * Books of the
Month,” complete an entertaining, readable and very
valuable number.

TiHE CENIURY. (New York. The Century Co.)—
In the initia} number of the new Century year, be-
ginning the thirty-first volume of the magazine, special
stress is laid on the fiction, which includes three
short stories and parts of two serials. A Story of
Scven Davils” is one of Mr. Stockton’s characteristic
tales of humour and ingenuity ; and “ The Mystery of
Wilhelm Rutter,” by the late Helen Jackson (H. H.),
is a tragic romance, the scene of which is laid among
the Pennsylvania Dutch.  Mr. James's “ Bostonians ”
is continued. The new serial is Mrs. Foote’s mining
story, “John Bodewin's Testimony,” the opening
chapters of wkich give promise of a novel surpassing
in interest the same writer’s romance of “ The Led-
Horse Claim.” “A Photographer’s Visit to Petra,’
wh _h opens the magazine, is one of the most attrac-
tive and unusual articles, in point of illustration, ever
printed in the magazine. Edward L. Wilson contri-
butes a narrative of his daring journey to the decayed
city of Petra, ai.a of his adventures with the Arabs.
Several fine illustrations accompany the paper on
 Setters,” in the “Typical Dogs" scries. Gereral
Grant’s paper, describing e camraign and batt.e of
Chattanooga, is a feature of the number which will
excite the greatest interest, A discussionof the ques-
tion of the possible unification of American Churches
is begun in this number by the Rev. Dr. Charles W.
Shiclds, Professor of the Harmony of Science and Re-
vealed Religion at Princeton. A striking essay on
Socialism, by the Rev. Dr. Lyman Abbott, entitled
* Danger Ahead,” will be read with interest. “ Topics
of the Time,” “ Open Letteys " and poetry are excel-
lent features in this number. .



