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Before proceeding ta speak af the aborigitnal tribes
whose homes are in these mounitainh, it may be as
welI, for a ctearor understanding of the niatter, ta state
that the inhabitants of Formosa are dlvided int.3 three
classes: ist. The Chinese, who occupy the western
side; 2nd, the subjugated aborigines, called IlSek-
hoan, (ie., ripe barbarians), in the narth, and IlPe-po-
ban » in the sou th ; and 3rd, the IlChl.hoan 0 (i.e.,
green barbarians), the native tribes who still remaln in
their savage state.

1 shail describe them in reverse ordor:
ist, In the wild mounitainous regian af which I

have been spoaking, dwell the Il Chi-han» Tht>' are
closely allied ta, the Mala>' races, and are described
by the aid writers as afIl siender shape, olive com-
plexion, wearing long hair, tatooing their ikins and
blackenmng theut eeth with btel. Thoy are good.
natured, fa:thful, honest and frank among themselves,
but exeossivel>' vindictive when provoke4L» Tht>'are
said ta bave na reguiargovcrnment. Candidiussays,*
Il their chief titie ta commnand stems ta be the number
of heads taken in battie; these are as unuch prized as
gold a-id preciaus stnes amnong Europeans, and are
carefuilly proservecl." Mr. Mackay says it hs the
greatoît act of braver>' for a man ta return ta bis tribe
witb a human liead, and tells af a pressing invitation
he had an one occasion ta go ta ane cf their bouses,
and set the head af a Chinese, which was on exhibi-
tion there 1 According ta Candidius tht>' have no
word ta express master or servant> yet arc flot want-
ing in respect especiahlly ta aid age. Tht>' have no
written language. Their religion is the rudest forin af
Paganism, the few rites which tht>' have are presided
over b>' priestesses. Their bouses, which are neat and
comparatively clean, a'c built an elevated ground,
that tht>' ray obsere the approach of an enemy.
Tht>' are broken up int numerous peit>' tribes, who
are perpetual>' flgbîing am<ingst themselves. Ver>'
much as thcy were in the aId Duîchtimcs, when Can-
didius wrote, are they now-stilt wild and fierce, and
yet pasiessing somte noble traits ai character. blr.
Mackay has visited and preached ta some cf thcese
savages, in places so rtmote ihat evon the idols ai tht
Chinese had not rcached thrm.

The 2nd c;ass are the " Sek-hoan," or Il Pe-po-
hoanY» These, îbough sîllrctaining most oftheirold
customns and characteristics, have, neverthcless, sub-
initted ta, Chinese rule, have shaved* their heads in
taken of submision, and live in small villages in the
Chinese part of the ibl.ind, each village pre.idcd over
by a resident Chinese Mandarin. The>' live in tht
greatest simplici:>', Ilpractising no art save tht tillirig
of tht soil, and ihat in its rudesi sorîn II (Thoinpson)
Their houses and rverything about îhîern are made of
bainboo, which gruw., in g: cal abu,îdance in Formosa.
Evcn their bridges are coîîstructed of ibis uselul ar-
ticte--banboo, baniboo, everywhere. Wull mighî.
Mtarco Pulb îay "of a suret>' tbere is no such
country for sticksr as Catlhay." There are man>' mis-
sian statbans among these people in the south, but in
cannecîlon wath aur Church onl>' cnt, IlSin kang,"1 as
Mr. Mackay i dcîdcdly cf opinion that the work
sbould be principally carricd on aniong the Chince,
wbo are tht advancing race. The aborigines are fast
dying out-the Chinese aie openiog up tht islaod, in-
ducing hundreds ta corne freon the mainland, and wil
exist when tht scatcred tribes are no more. Ht says,

1I thank God that our work is amang tht Chine."
The 3rd dlais are tht Chinese. Tht>' accupy the

western portion of the island, and have emigratcd
from. the continent They speak the Amnoy dialect,
and are, in ail respects, lîke their country.-nen, af the
rnainland. Shrewd-anounting ta cunning-apa.
thetic ta religiaus feeling, loving gain above aji things,
tht>' are nevertheless tbdifî>, industriaus, patient and
persevering, ani bave ini tbem, qualities whicb, under
Christain influences, would niake them a great people,

ln religion tht>' are chiefly Buddhists. Tht por-
tion-ai the island which tht>' occupy is exceedingl>'
fcrtîle, and bas been called " the granary of tht mari-
time provinces ai China.» Rice, tes, sugar, and in-ý
digo are largel>' cultivated, and iis one of the 5few

countries la the wortd producing camphor. Tht
plant assralioaoaypffrd, frain the pith af which is
made so-caltd Ilricot paper 0 is niuch grawn here.
Mr. Fortune sa>'s, Il it s a maît strikhng looklng plant,
and hlghty ornansentat. Tht fine broad palmato
lbaves which crown thse stem have a noble appear-
arce."

Tht Chinese portion ai tht Ilandi was, titi 1876, di-
vidoti loto tht districts ai Komalan, Tanisut, Chang.
hua, Kia-i, Tal-wan andi Feng-shan, but tht districts
of Koinalan and Tainsul have been abolistuot, andi a
departinent ai North Formosa ostablisheti with three
depondent magistradies (Enc>'. Brit.)

Formnosa has alwayt been a turbulent regian. Tht
cificial classes have a praverb, Ilevor>' tbree years an
eutbreak, ever>' five a rebollion,» but under the on-
iightcned anti energoîic t-uic ci tht present «governor,
iCing-Jih-Chiang, the state af tht country seems tobe
hmproviog. i i ta bis zeal, anti dtsire ta bting ha
European improvements, that tht Islandi ewes tht
crection cf a telegraph froin Tte-wan-fao ta Takoa,
tht proposaI ta build a raitroati ta canneci the north
and south, and tie importation cf English minet-s ta
wark the coal minci ai Kelung, which before bad been
warked in the primitive Chinese sty'le.

The sreat wanî ai tht Islandi items ta bo gooti
barbours. Owîng ta ph>'sicat causes the onco fine
harbour ai Tai-win-ioo is fitling up whth santi; in-
doed, constant changes are going an aIl atong tht
west caast. Tamsui and Keelung are now lis best
harbours.

IlTai-wan-foa, tht capital, is a iartified dit>' af 70,000
hohabitants, tht watls enclose a space cf about fivc
miles round, planted ta a great extent with fields and
gardens, andi stl shewving tracts ai tht ancient Dutch
occupation, in tht ruins cf Fort Pravincia, and in tht
extensive parks shaded with fine aId trec 3 or groves of
taîl bamboa. Tht suburbs are intersecteti b>' a inulti-
tude ofigreen lattes, which t-un between watts ai cactus,
inîcrspersed with the brilhiant fiowtrs ci tire wild
fuchsiaand clustcrs of najor convolvalus"(*Tbornpson).
"The streets in the cii>' are long and straight, with
awningî for seven or eight months in tht >'ear, ta pro-
teci them froin tht heat of tht sun, lineri with store-
bouses and elegant sbops, where siWFs, porcehain and
ather warts are sa arranged as ta give thein tht ap.
pearaiice cf Sa man>' charming gaheries, anti would bc
detightful ta walk in, if hesi crowded anti better paved."
<Malte Brun.) Tht bouses, bowever, are general>'
poar. Tht schoots ai Tai-wan-ioa are in high repute.

MISSIONS.

Towardb ibis beautiful Islandi, which 1 have ai-
temptcd to -describt, the eyes ai tht Englîsu Presby-
terian ngis.nonaries began ta turo ho 1863. This
Cburch hai for some >'ears a successfut mission at
Swatow andi Amoy>, andi in i865 tht>' deternie ta
exteni thbeir aperatians ta Formosa, andi establisu
thtre a medical mis!ion uinder tht care cf Dr. J. L.. Max-
well, who had helti tht positidn of rtsident physician
ta the Generat Hospital at BlrmiIlfghamn. Ht estab-
Iished himseif first ai T.ai-%wan-ioo, but formidable ap-
position abtîgeti him ta abandon tuai place, anti re-
inave ta Takoa, where hc erected an hospital, etc. In
Decemnber, 1867, tht mission. was reînfbrced b>' the
at-rival ai n. anti Mrs. Ritchie. Tht >ear 1868 was ane
cf sorte trial. Ont ai tht chapels was leveltedto tae
graund, ont ai tht caiechists brutal>' murderoti, andi
anoîher put ino prison. Dr. Maxwell wrote, IlIt is
vcîy, ver>' dat-k at prescrnt." But the Lard brought
light out cf darkness In spite of ibese pet secutioos,
tht work cantinucti ta advance, andi in 1869 Dr. Max-
well rcturntd to Tai-wan-foo and apeneti anaiber bas-
piaI, In 1871 Dr. Matthew Dickson went out' as
medical nuissîonar>', andi soan after, Rev. W. Camp-
bell. Mr. andMrs. Ritchie continueti at Takoa for
cîgbî years, wbon II to>' jaînet their fellaw-labaurer&
ai Tai-wan-foo, as it was deemeti advisable ta concert-
trat zhe strengihaofthe mission and make the capital
its centre. TIiere with rencwed devoîedness tbey la-
boured an togetber until la Sept last (1879), Mr.
Rîtchie was taluta irans bis service on carth ta be foy-
ovor with the Lard"' (E, P. Magazine). Mm. Ritchie
bas cicded ta, romain, andi continue ber work among
tht wamen af Formosa.

One important wark ai Dr. Maxwell mustuot be fat--
galion, bis translation of the Bible into the Roman
Caîhaquial, which bas benofiiet flot ont>' bis own
mission but our.%aIsa. Dr. Maxwell rcturnied ta F:g-
lind ia i87-, and is now resiing ia Loaaon.

la Oct 18;5, Mr. Ritchie visited ail aur'stations in
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£ompany wlth Mr. Mackay, who speaks o( bis visit
wlth gteat dlght. Mr. Mackay then retcrned -pith
hlm ta tht south, vlslted the stations there, and aller-
wards attended the finit Christian conference ever
held ln Formosa, whicb met rit Tal-wan.fo>o.

The work of tht English Presbyterian mission is
principal>' among tht aborigines.

CANADIAN MISSION.
la tht year 1864 the Canada Presbyterlan Church

began ta awake ta sorine sense af her respansibility in
tht work of Foreign Missions. The feeling gained
%round in the next few years, ard at tht General As-
sembly in 187 1, Mr. G. L hiackay oltered for the fur.
cign mission field, and it was dccided tu send hlm ta,
China. Haviog been crdained ta bis work, ho teft
Canada in Oct. 1871, and arrived in China soýtm
in Jan. ;,72. Ht bad flot dccided at that turne pro-
ciscly what field he wauld eccupy, but aiter visiting
Faormosa, antd consulting with the brthyon U! tne Zng-
lish Proshyterian Mission there,he decidcd ta, remain
on that Island. Tht English Presbyterlan Church
was atready ln the souîh, the Canada Presbyterian
Churcli would occupy the north, and sa, divide the
land. Accardlngly Mr. Mackay proceedeui in Mardli
1872 ta Tamnsui, or Ho-be, a treat>' part in tht norîh,
which place he toak for his headquartems Ho found
tht whole of nortb Formasa a dat-k nbroken field. ln
twa manths ht was able, with a "«stammering tangue,»
ta make known Jesus Christ ta tht perishing seuls
arotind him, andaOn 22nd Sept (1872) preacbed for the
first tirno la Chinese. Thon ho went out intîk the
country, and proclaimtd tht naine of Jetus in evor>
village for miles around. Ht was iollawed b>' crowds,
which soon roused tht anger af the officiaIs and tht
literai, and tht>' gathercd about hiîn for discussion.
Mr. Mackay detcrunîned ta fight the battitoeut wiîh
îhem. Ht stud'ecl nighî alter night, went forth in tht
da>' ta meet them, and in a few manthi silcnced
tiset, la thase fit-st months ho suff(ed mucis petst-
cution, soldiers doggcd his steps and watched hum-
foui placards werc posted up, bis fle tbreatened, his
work obstructed in every cooceivable way, but "noue
ai these things moved bîm, neither countoed be bis hife
dear unta hinmself," wath undaunted courage ho went
farward in the rintme cf the Lard. Ht traveled over
ever>' part of North Fcîrmosi, barefooted, over mmmn-
tains andi bilis, across plains and vaîttys, anti soon
the fruits cf bis labours began ta appear.

bMr. Mackay's motbod bas been ta crect small
chapels ai convenieot spots. Attached ta each chapel,
is a l'prphe'schamnber,» wbere tht helpcr dan live, or
whero tht rnissionary dan rosi or sleep.

As soon as possible, Mr. Mackay attacheti ta him-
self young men wbomn hoe traineti as belpeis,
and whomn ho phaced in charge of tht chapels. This
bas been an excecdingly valuablu part af bis work, as
withaut their assistance services cuuld nat be kept up
ai the difféent stations.

Ont characteristic of Mr. Mackay's work mnust be
particularly noted, andi cannai be tco h-hly coin-
mended, i.e., the great care be exercises in tht ad-
mission cf candidates for baptism. Thoso are kog3t
under probation for ibree or four years. No-doubt
tht number might have been largel>' incrtased, had
Mr. Mackay's aim, been mçrely ta, make a showý for
the admiration af the Chuitis in Canada, but ho sa.ys,
44wben my borits are mingled wiîh the dust, my succes-
sors will never have ta say that 1 planted 9 Chu rch in
North Formasa, andi paid fia a>Ptonton ta, thejousda.

His work has been simpl>' marvellaus. Seidanthas
an>' one mian sustainod sucis arduous missionar>'
labours, for it must be remembere t dat. for mote
than twa years he was entirel>' alont. We are lait in
amiazement wherk we tcati the record of wbat he.-has
accomplisheti, and that tao, when, and duting tht
eigbt >'cars cf bis residence in Formoa, le basbee~n
il about six days hn ever>' soyen. His simple faith-
bis burning zeal-his undaunted courane-his .lsnir-
mug energy andi bis uaselfish givingup of hiuueltq*ce
Masteesusrvice, are known ta bi the chvuches, asd
neeti no praisofrom me. -

URESTLE-SSNVESS.»

Iti h dellg'btful ta know tbat titre is noue la Itbe
casi. It is sarrewful and oniinaus ta Icnow that the
lu much ha the west 1 cati testify as fellows as ta.one
Piesyttlsy Thître are in i about eigbtees 'àtîled
ministers. Nine ai ihese wtt-t calied from le


