
pToqhe nockw~ood 2Meiriev.
of only a few minutes time, the
humble wayside dandelion is urne-
diately responsive to the extent
indicated above.

At the date just referred to, two
friends of the writer spoke also of
the vivifying effect that the bright
crisp atmosl)herc- and sunflighit pro.
duced on the activities of the snialler
rodents ini the bush. Mice came
out froni their hiding places, aud
ganibolled and squeaked awid their
play wvitli evidexnt enjuyment and
glee. one of the cosy mouse ne,,ts
was broken up by the chance re-
nioval of a big prostrate log, and
the sociable fainily were uncere-
rnoniously scattered and rttduc.e!d
to desperate shifts; and although,
the *"best laid schenxes" went sane-
wbat aglee in this instance, as in
rnany another, alarn anid surprise
were sot uecee by wvise resu-
lution and effort, and the worker
flutTlers of the mus sylve.stnis cuni.
pact could soon after be secn run-
ning hither and thither witlî sizeable
bunches of grass fibre in thieir
mouths. A suitable site for a new
dwelling place had been stlected,
and ere the going clown of the suni.
the &nt-lîke furebiglit and persever-
enance and success was an object
benson to ail and sundry. The
,wood inouse, like the mole, and
also like. the shirew mnouse. is sorne-
tirnes captured by the house cat,
but none of these are relished by
the feline tribe. The wood mouse
is said to have a strong civet like
odour that perbaps is a protective
trait in mouse economy. When ini
the extrernu of Iuager, the bouse
cat happens to overcome gastro-
momnie scruples. and regaies on the
wood mouse. It is said that ernetic
symptonîs are the invariable result.

One neigbbouring poultryrnan.
whose fuathered stock bave this,
fali been dirninisbed by.the mur-
derous visits (if Strix Virginiana,
set a trap on or îîear the mutilated,
haîf devoured body of a hen-a

victîm, of the Strixine visitor-the
previous nighit. Next rnorning on
examining the trap. a tuft of Owl
feathers wvere found fast in the trap
jaws. No mure visits therefron
this fali ! to a purblind Owl -a
wink is as good as a nod."

In New Zealand, says the -Lon-
don and China Telegrapli," the
Chiliaman absonds, and he has to
rebort tu strategy to make good his
position. In Otago, wvhere Scotuh.
mien are in the majority, a contract
tor rnending a road wvas to be let,
and the must accep>table bid wvas
sii-ned "Macpherson." Notice wa:,
sent to the said Macpherson to
coniplete the contract. and Io !- hc
appeared in ail the glory of yellowv
hue and pigtail ' '*But," gasped
the President of the Buard, -yuur
naine cant be acpherson.- -Al
lightee.- cheerfkilly atiswveredl John
Chinarnan. -nobody catchee con-
tiact in Otago unless h. named
Maiýc." Trhe c'bnt;aLtt was signed.
and the Mongulian 1Macphierson did
hiý, work as wvell as if lie had hailed
froni Glasgow.

JLandlady (to lodger): "Beg par-
don, sir. Did I understand as you
were a doctor of music?"-Lodger:
"I amn, rna'ani. Whv?"-Land-
lady : -WelI, sir, my Billy 'ave just
bin and broke biis concertina, and I
th.awt as 'ow I should be glad to
put a hiodd job in yer way.

Hlere*s a yarn, flot newv, but good,
and attributed to the composer,
Cherubini. Oue day a young fel-
lowv cailed on himi to have bis voice
tried. Cherubini heard but give a
song or tvo, and then the youth
asked, -What branch of the pro-
fession do you advise me to go in
for ?" *Auctitoneer," promptly re-
plied the maestro; and then the
intervieff ended.


