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EDITORIAL.

Hours, golden hours, fly rapidly now, in these last days of the year 1852 !
Gladness and brightness have painted bewitching imagery for the future—~the
future, lovming up vast and trembling in a delicious semi-distinctness which
renders it lovely, Everywhere the sky is tinted with warm hues, and
surmounting piles of gorgeous clouds is the bow of hope, whose extreme secs
tions embrace the year 1853,

We tender our readers the complimentary expressisns suited to this happy
period. Iu other days our hearly wish of lung life and proeperity called
forth a glow of kindly fecling {rom o few tried friends perhaps, e realise
the wish more fully now. We fecl bound to do our part to make the New
Year a happy one, and throw in our mite of influence on the side of virtue, and
excellence, and high attainment in knowledge, and self cultere.  1deas ought
to glow, and agilate, and actually cffecvesce in the cditorinl mind! VWhat
glimpses of the great and good our pen must portray ! what soaring to the
grandeur of heaven for motives! what skinming cn thought’s untiring wing
1rom continent to islond, from mountuin to vatley, from ocesn toriver, in mea-
sureless cireuits throughout this world of wonders, 10 glean ilems of informa.
tion and amusement for our readers. We prom:se to do our best to please
them, eraving at the sume time, 1heir kind indulpence for thuse impecfections *
which a new woile almost inevitably displays, and assuring all who takean
interest in our progress, that our motto ig, improvement (rom month to month.

The Publisher has redecmed his promise, made in the December number,
and though the first chapter of the ¢ Governor’s Daughter,” is long, we are
sure that the inturest is so admirably sustained, that our subscriliers” will not
regret it. The guthoress has written us o leticr, and os it explains the
design and scope of her beautiful tale, morc fully than we could, we make no
apology for inserting it here. -

Dear Epitor.—One of the teaders of your excellent litle periodical sug.
gested to me the idea of writing an article cvery month, iHustrative of the
Natura! History avd Botany of Canada, and expressiy adapted to the capacity
of thr younger branci:es ot the fiwail es who tuke the * Maple Leef.” There
is nothing indeed, in your magazine, whit h may not he resd with advantage,
both by the young and uld from the extreme purily that peivades its pages ;
but, however intelligent the younger part of your readers may te, there will
necessarily be articles beyond their limited comprchension, and it is an ad-
vantage to have some pleasant reading for all. Acting upon the suggestion of
my [riend, I immediatey set to work, and have writien the first chapter of a
litle tule, wbhich, if it meet your views, I will contince mouthly, untl I have
introduced oll the interesting portions ol the Natural History ot the Colony.
Thave cast it in us simple a form as ¥ could do, to suit the youngest capacity,
and if you thinlk it need any apology for the Juvenile style I have chosen, I
can only say that few mothers will quarre] with information conveyed in an
amusing form—an easy step io theladder of knowledge.

With much respect, and best wishes, I remwin, Mr. Editor,
Very faithfully yours, C.P.T.

Our respected friend and Contributor, Uncle Van, has sent us two very
excellent articles, which will form finc accompaniments to the  Governor's
Daughter > We are sorry hat they did not arrive in time to insert them both.
We give his sketch of the Wolf, and promise to make room for his remarks on
Rice and its varieties, which with a drawing of Rice Lake, kindly furnished by
an accomplished lady, will 2add much interest o our next number.  Qur space
does not admit of our inserting several communications which our {riends
have kindly sent us, we shall do justice to them es soon as possible.



