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is subject to not 8o much risk as his follow in
the West, in 3 similar rank of life, with his
farm ready made to his hands.

But, our Province is not to bojuchd by
an isolated section of vca coast. Al alung
the great valley extending fruin Windsor to
Annapolis, all along the margin of the Bay
of Fund{; and of tic streams which empty
into the Bay, from Truro to Granville ; along
our Northern <hores from the Province line
to the Strait of Canso, on the river bottoms
of the Southern and Western Countivs and in
wmany parts of the island of Cape Breton, are
found extensive tracts of land, wnich for fe.-
tility and fitness for agricultural purposes
may challenge comparison with the land of
almnost any country.

The first Eng{ish settlers  in - Nova
Scotia, who came here on the establish-
ment of Halifax in 1749, were not tempt-
ed to scck ity shores from any apprecia-
tion of the qualities of the suil for agricultu-
ral purposes.  They consisted mainly of men
discharged from the military and naval ser-
vices, and could hardly be expected to excel
in agricuitural pursuits. They were sont here
when no longer necded for the pu of
the State—to get rid of bold and uneasy
spirits, who, if discharged at home, might not
easily be absorbed into the general mass of
the population. To this add the fact that
they weresettledon the inhospitable shoresbor-
dering the new capital. The idea thun en-
tertained in England of the barren and for-
bidding character of the Province was bad
cnough. Is it any wonder that it was not
much changed for the better by the cflorts of
men unacquainted with farming on land un-
fit to farm ?  But the time came when an act
of very doubtful justice; an episode in the
history of Nova Scotia, painful in many re-
spects to dwell upon, nevertheless had one
good effect, that it opened for the occupation
of English immigrants the valuable tracts
which the old French inhabitants had re-
deemed from the tides of the Bay of Fundy.
From that time may be dated the commence-
ment of farming in any proper sense of the
word.

Still little progress was made till 2bout 50
years ago, when the late Juhn Young, the
father of our excellent Chief Justice, in a
series of letters published in a newspaper of
the dry, and subscquently collected mm a
volumo dedicated to the Earl of Dalhousie,
then Governor of this Province, letters equal
ly remackable for eloguence of diction, for
carnestness of tone, and for the sound views
they enunciated on ;;{;ﬁcultural affairs, arous-
od the people of Nova bceotia from their
lethargy and gave a new impnlse to Agri-
cultural pursuits.  Societies were formed all
over the Province, and an interest and a
pride in Agricultural affairs excited which
did great good to the country.

Thenext great stride wasmadein 1853. The
1ate Rev. Dr. Forresteris entitled tomuchof the
credit of this effort. He was one of the nblest
and most energetic of the many able and en-
ergetic Scotchmen who have settled in this
country, and whoso exertion? bave done so
murh to make the land of their adoption
worthy of the land of their birth, after which
it is named in the pedantic latinity of the 1st
James. In a lecture delivered by Dr. Forres-
ter at the Mechanics’ Institute the year be-
fore, be had pointed out thu many advan-
tn;%cs to accrun from a Provineinl Exhibition.
Fo lowing up the ides, and aided by the
powerful inflvence of the present Chief Jus-

tice, then Speaker of the Assembly, so gene-
ral an intecest was created in the project
that thero was raised by a subscription cx-
tonding to all parts of the I'rovince, the
liberal sumn of §1600, which, added toasmall
Leginlative grant, gavean ayeregate of 2000,
the greater part of which was availalle for
rizes.

‘I'he Exhibition took place in the gardens
of the Hortienttural Socicty, and, though
small and insigmficant, it was considered sv
much a success that its friends were embold-
ened to attempt one next year on a larger
scale.  On the 4th of October, 1854, just 20
rears ago day before yesterday, the 2nd Ex-
fxibiuun was opened, in the Provinee Bailding
and the grounds adjolning, by Sir Gasp
Le Marchant, who had given cordial and
valuable aid in getting it up as well a5 the
ong the year before.

The opening was ushered in by a grand
procession of national and other Sucieties, by
music and imposing ceremonies of all kinds
‘To a Legislauve grant of $4000, were added
sulscriptions which, with admission fees, gave
a gross fund of 513,000 for the purpeses of
the Exhibition. It wasa g;:mdsucc&s.

Fourteen years elapsed before another and
third Exhibition was attempted. Tlus was
held in 1868, on the same grounds as are occu-
pied on the present o ccasion. The Legisla-
turc gave $9000 towards the expenses, to
which a subscription of the diferent Agricul-
tural Societies added 81600, This Exhibi-
tion was successful in the highest degree.

Six years more have since gon< by, and a
fourth Exhibition is about to be opened under
tha provisions of an act which authorizes the
Board of Apgricuiture to hold, every third
year, or oftencr if they think fit, a General
Provincial £xhibition of Agricultural and
Industrial products, animals aud domestic
manufaetures.

The range of this Exhibition is therefore, by
the provisions of the act, more limited than
that of any Exhibition except the first. The
second and third included not only wbat are
known as domestic mavafactures, but also
various others in wetals, wood, and leather ;
also Indian work, besides minerals, fish and
furs, tho Qroductions of the fine arts, and
even Provincial literature.  So that in insti-
tuting a comparison between the different
Exhibitions, it is necessary, if we would un-
derstand the actual progress and growth of
the industry now exhibited, to eliminate
from the records of previous Exhibitions
about one-third of the entries, which refer to
objects uot included in the present.

Of the value of Exhibitions like this
there can be no qlucst.ion. Their influence for
good has been feltin every country where
they have been introduced.  Theannual Ex-
hibitions of England—of the different States
of the Union—of the Provinces of Ontario and
Qucbece, have been closely connected with
the improvements in agricultural operations
which have taken place in these several
countries. The Exhibitious of Ontario are
now conducted on & splendid scale. Theen-
trics at the first of these in Toronto in 1846
did not much exceed 1,000. The ficld and
garden vegetables displayed were not beyond
the capacity of a single brilding to bold, and
that not a very larger~~. From that periad
to this I understand there has been an annu-
&l oxhibition in one or other of the large ag-
ricultural centres of Ontario. In a speech
made on a8 recent occasion by the then
President of the Board of Agriculturs

of that Province, who, bye-thebye, is
at this moment the President of the
Senate of the Dominion, he declares that
in agricultural and horticultural produc-
tions, and in quality of stock. the Exhibitious
of Ontario have no superior un this continent.
From 1846 to 1872—a period of 26 ycars—
the interest in these Exhibitions has continu-
ally increased, and the entries which in the
first year were, as I have already stated,
scarcely over 1,000, were swollen in 1872 to
7,714.  As evidence of improvement in a
single branch of industry, the department of
stock-raising, take the caso of short borned
Durhams, tlte entries of which were, in 1846,
frum 25 tu 30 unly, while in 1872, they had
risen, by a steady and pradual increase, to
269 A similar progress taken place in
cther breeds of cattle. ‘This marked ime
provement in the higher gradesof stock is sig-
nificant in & country which counts its in-
crease of neat cattle in a single decade at
somewhere about halt'a milhon. It would
nut be fair to trace all this mprovemont to
the operation of Annual Exhibitious. Our
own Provinee has made advances
in every departinent of Agriculture, notwith-
standing the intervals which have elapsed
between the different Exhibitions. In the
very departmeat to which we have alluded,
it has made a progress beyond what would
appear by ths returns.  In the Exhibitions of
1853 and 1854 we had no entries of superior
breeds of erxtle.  There were few or none in
the Province o enter. But the gpirit evok-
ed by these Exhibitions led to the cultiva-
tion of superior breeds, and in 1868 a con-
siderabie nuinber of entries were made. But
on that occadion little attention waspaid to as-
certain the genuineness of the stock, and man

animals were exhibited of very doubttul ped-

3 .
grzt\;%" however, a herd-book has been es-
tablished, and stock is registered; so that
whatever is now exhibited may be relied upon
as of genuine and unmixed breed. This Ex-
hibition may not, therefore, compam with its
sredecessom so favorably in numbers as it
oes in value. The animalrexhibited on this
occasion as of supperior breed are of unques-
tinnable pedi , and have a value far be- .
yond those whose pedigree is open to doubt.
Stil}, notwithstanding the progress we have
made, there cannot be a doubt that the true
way to stimulate improvement is to have
these displays either every year or at fre-
quently recurring periods. The spirit of
emulation which is begotten at an Exhibition
of this kind would operate more powerfully
if the opportunity for its exercise were given
without too much delay. The man who
comes here with the best of his products for
display, when he finds himself excelled in
the department in which he hoped to shine,
returns home to maxe . greater effort for
cuccess next opportunity. But, if his for-
tune can be retrieved only by waiting till one
of Shakespeare’s “seven of man”
eiapse, if he can vindicate his fame only
when his boy now at schoo! shall have arriv-
ed st matarity, it is very obvious that we
lcse much of the benefit which these Exhibi-
tions would affurd if they recurred as shorter
periods. Still, whether at longer or shorter
tntervals, they are of great value. Men who
sce only the products of their own or their
neighbours’s g-um, are apt to set up for
themselves very imperfoct standards of ex-
cellence ; but show them the best products of
an extended area and they will begin to form



