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trated the spring fogs of Nova Scotia, and
doos nuL, knlow wiutt i. is to cujoy fresh'
v'egcnib1cs aftcr Iîaving beeîî frozcîî out of
thein for itaif a ycar. Bencatit the leicfo
the rliubarb lioNever, lies the poisonous
Snake, to îvhiei wc ivisi to cali at tentioni.

Rlîubarb as soid in te IlTalif,.x mnarket
consists itot of tie stalks oniy, but of the
ribs of the leaves. The coloured garden-
ers of Dartmouth aind Preston, anxious
to give batIk for the monoy, strip) off tho
blades of the leaves, and allow the ribs to
romain, as if they wcere effible, naterial, as
weil as the stalks. We do not biame the
colouired persons. Thcy (Io flot prctcîîd
to say wvhichi are the lions and wvhich arce
the tigers. lThe ladies3 îud geteetof
Halifaîx puy their money and htave teir
choice. Ail WvC %visli to Say is, that,
wholesome as arc rhubarb staiks, thc leat'
ribs are aniyting but ivhiolcsoîtîe, and a
large nuntbcr of weli authenticated cases
of poisoning fromn eating thein lave been
reported in the medical and scientiflc
journals of London and otiter cities.
After this ivarning, wo hope that Itousc-
wives ivili lie carefill to strip off tce lef
t-ibs and throw Uîemn away, before cooking
their rltubaîrb stalks.

CULTJVATION 0F SUMMCI (RIJUS
CORIARIA, L.)
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At Col, it covers a large area of tie
dry slopes of the Sicilian mouitains.
The soil best adapted for suimacît is otie
cmineîttly dry. It thrives especially it
hiily land(s %vit.h gontle siopes, wltere the
ivater drains off rapidly. It is propagated
by suckers, which spring up artind tic
parent plant. These ate set in Iiies at
intervals of 2 feet in reetatigular lioles.

iThe leaf is largely exported as a tanning
materlal bot to Enland andi Anicrica.
The gatlteriuîg t Ce pce in Septembr
wvheît the beaves are put iîtto baskets and
carried to tlie thrashing floor, wvîere they
are thraslhed with tce flail, which breaks
up the leaves and separates thc petioles,
ané] midribs. The broken Icaves are
theit sentt to the mili attd reduce1 to powv-
der. The value of sumach is about 10s.
a quintal or 17~5 pounds. By a return
front the custom-housc iL appears thiat the
export of sumachi fromn Palermo, oit which
<luky was paid, ini Ut67 vas :-In leuf,
2282 tons ; in powder, 15,413 tois.-
Illustrations of the mode of culture and
procer ,of prcparing the leaf were exii-
bited, and samples of the sumaeh, as itjs
known ln commerce. Dr. Clegliorn re-
marked that lite bc-lieved that the Rhus
coriaria might be profitably eultivated in
the huis of tho Ptînjab, which is nearly
iii the saine parallel of latitude witlh its
natural habitat, and wltere Rhus cotatus
and other speeles are widely diffused.-
Bot. Soc., Rdin.

REPORT ON TIIE OPEN.\ AIR VECE.
TAiI ON AT TII E IOYA1L IOTANIC
GAI)EN, ElIINEURGII. MAY, 1sos.

At tite last îiceetiîîg of te Botaumical
Society, (90,~ April, 18GS), I stated that
vegetatioti litd gonc ont at t sanie rapid
puce as il, lid donc dwting the ptevious
mnahs, most plants being front Uîrec to
foui- iveeks iti advance of ordinary sea-
sous. Tlw %veather silice last mneetinîg
lins becii contparativcly miid, with the
exception of te lOîh, 1 t, l2t. and
H lth April. vlten te ntorning tenmpera-
titrcs fell rcspctively to 301, 27', 310,
anal 280 ; also oit the Otît of 1Tulay wlîeu
tce titermometer riraint inîdic 1'cd 280,

ail other înorîîing tcînpet'tturcs varyingr
between 35' aand 480. Thts Jast ft'oSt,
litas donc considerable damnage to the
young growths of niaîîy of the Sikkim
Rhîodoglendroîts, whiile the liybrid varie-
tics are apparently ttouiclid. During
the past inolnth te progress nmade bty
maniy of tîte trees antd sitrubs is remaî'k-
able, and fot rny oîvn part I liaîve nleyer
seen so nîany of teun lit flowcr duriug
the moi) tht of April as htave been obscrveà
titis ycar. Amnîgst, theni xtîay be tecord-
cd lilacs, labturnatîns. titorns, pai'ticulairly
Cratfflgus proecox and C. oxyacanthoides
(the last nientioned being iii ftîl flower

ont tce 22(l day of April> also the perfumned
cherry (Prunus Malhaleh), double flover-
ing cherry, Gean, Wistaria sinensis, Ro-
binia Caragyana, nmierons species of
Oytistus, Azalea pontica, &c., &c. Many
herbaccous plaints airc also far advatnced
when cotnpared vit former years, the
lily of the valley for inîstance, wiiichi in
Uîis part of the country is rarely secît in
floîver in open bordfers before the end of
Mîay, was partialiy in blooni thtis year on
the Ist of May- At te present, date
(14t May) the ltorse-cltcstnut, double,
single, and scarlet thorns, bird chterry,
ser-vice trecs, Rhododendron Catawbicnse,
and R. poîtticuim, Gieitt azaleas, witlî
many others are noir in flower, kinds
rarely ser in bloora befoie thc en-d of
May, anxd in Uuis part of the couxntry go-
nerally not sooner tItan thxe becrinning of
June. Ilowever, locuist trees,. decidtuous
magnolias, tulip trocs, hop autd common
horîxbcam, Catalpa troc, liquid-amber,
walnut, Piatanuis occidentalis. deeldatous
cypress, iviit nany oaks, chicfly the Arne-
rican varieties, also ash, and soute varie-
tics of beechi are, tot rmatch fuxther
advanced titan thcy usually are datring
ordinary seasons. As a ride, iL may be
st.ated titat most, of tho Nýorth American
trees are gcnrlytels fcmu
into leaf.enrlytelsofcmg

The prevalence and intensity of the
norrlt-westerly gales during- the month of
April lias donce considerable damage to
m.quy of tîte forest and ornamiental, lc.w-

eî'ing trees, particularly those kitd whose
foiaîge w~as eariy developed, the ive8t-
eriu side of many hein,( nearly leuffess,.
or with scanty fbliiage, whîilo Lte cast-
ciii side is full of flouage atîd of a rielh
gr'een ooloni'. Titis is pirticularly to be
retuarked ixx limes, ltorse-chestnatts,
birches, sycanores, geans, and larches.
In tîte case of tiiorns, maity of tc trocs,
îvhcro tttuch exjtosed, are perfectly broîva
oit tue westernm side, ivlile Uic east sile la
green, attd 110 ow eii abutndautly.-
Bot. Soc., BdMin.

CARE OF PASTURES.

Observationis, mnade tItis rpiing for the
purpose. have shioîv the great Superiority
of 'tite iiev gtrîss wlierila iLtas gî'own on
land itot, oloseiy g r:îzd tc previous
aittuiu. The pîrotection %vhielt tce old
grîtss afflorded frontî the sevoi'e freziiig
aiid the sitarp blats of winter, resulted in
a growtlt front thrce to live tines as great

asotcocygazed surifaces, (luriitg th(,.
first stait of Lime fre.cah grass. VIleit tue
latter hîad gi'owit a11ith. te formter, by
actital uîcau'cnuî,l grownî four or
five iiclies.Tîreaesvrtadatgs
it perinittiiig lonîg grass iii auttunn, andl
indecd at ail limîes of tie year. 'hiysio-
logists, as %vell as piactic:d ltorticuiturists,
kiîow dit ke(.piig te foilage croppod
short, lersens te extension aud dcvclop-
monts of te roofs. A pastuire grazed
short ail thc tirme N7ill t1ierefore, bo fouln&
to hîave a tiitier turf or miass of roots
thaît one tiîat, lî:u a luxutrianit growth.
The sti'oîgcr roots %vili m:îkc ait early
andt moi-e- vigorous )uîsii ii spi'ing. Tho
old grass, rotteddown, serves as a top
dlressing. It protceus tue vouing plnt
whcu the siiow disappears, anid keeps thcmn
varrner. Tue earth fieezes lcss luwinter
vhten titus protected. We have fouînd by
exanîining the soil ii tce early part of
%Wiîtf3r, wltcrc a bare and exposed surface
had frozen down to a deptit of six inches,
titat closely grazed pastatro ias frozen
fouir luiches, aîîd grass a few inches high,
makiîîg a covering of two or tliretu incItes,
was frozeti tîvo or two and a hlf inches,
w'hile a thicker coveriig, as it rich
pastures, had preveuîtad the freczittg of
more titax an minc. This striking dif-
ference must have a great influence on
early growth.

Some fîtrtuors pauisue the mistaketi idea
of turiuîgi too many auimals iuto titeir
pastures, witlî tîte lope of gettiîtg ail they
cmi froîn the ]and. Hle is liko the mani
wvho wvoîld starve bis teamt for the purpose
of reduîcing the expeuses of hiorse labor,
or itimn who should feed out la spr.ng all
luis seed, that he miglit seil the rcst ý)f bis
grain. They would obt.ain more from.
thoir fld.if thoy allowedl t'ho grass te grpw
a foot high. We have seen those wbo
were too poor te beccouomical,and wasted
haif their grain feed by keeping it cou-

841


