
BOOK REVIEWS.

Mr. Arber's prospectus, '0Of many books
-stili. lost to us-the Registers are the
ord.i record. They are also, ani ever
will be, the foundation of English Bibi io-
graphy ;and, besides, are the chief
authority, for their period, in the his-
tory of EtigliF;h Priiiting,-. They are
ther-efore especially valuiahie to the book-
-collectors and the adiiinistrators of pub-
lic libraries. They chiefly enregister
FiR.ST EDITIONS, but th<?re are also oc-
lc;sioinally TRA-zSFERS froin one publisher
to another. Most of the Poemis, Inter-
ludes, and plays are recorded i them:
together with the earliest Voyages to the
East Indies, and the publications relat-
îigo to the foundation of our Arnerican
colonies. In fact there is nothing, like
thein anywhere extant in any foreign
language ; so early, so precise, 80 volît-
inimious, s0 certain, anid therefore s0
authoritative.' While the private col-
lector would hardly be justified in pur-
chasing a word of this character, there
ean be no doubt but that in the interests
of present and future Catnadian scholars,
our public libraries shouid eachi possess
a copy. Not the least drawback to the
progress of iiterary de velopment amnongst
us is the iinpossibility of procuring au-
thentic data aînd obtaining, access to the
more expensive class of works of refer-
ence. Neither ouir buisiness for our
Iiterary men are fiuîancially on a par with
those of the British islands ; and wlîat
.I o the Canadiant schoiar or the Canadian
Literary Institute wouild prove an un-
warrantable expense. niiight, with grace
and usefulness, be borne by a govern
nment that has hitherto not been con-
spicuious for its recognition of the ro-
quiremnents of literature. Nowadays, of
book-making there is no end, and inistead
of spending, their appropriations iii the
purchiase of ail the ephlemeral literary
and scientifle works of tho time, the
custodians of our public libraries înight,
with aivantage, provide for the neces-
sities of the futture of Canadia research.

To) Canadian readers, however, we
* strongly reconimend those of his vol-
unes which. Mr. Arber especially cails
Eisfleish Reprinats. In the qttaititness
and freshniess of the editor's style and
remarks, t'icre is a depth of pleasure
which we siiould, gladly kuiow that every-
one had tasted.

The Bystander: A Monthly Review of
Current Events, Canadian and Gene-
rai. No. 1, for January. Toronto:
]Hunter, Rose & Co.

THE readers of TEE, MONTHLY, who
were wont to l)eruse with lively interest
the critiques upon ' Current Events'
which iised to grace our pages, from the
pen of a well-known and schioiarly writer,
will specially welcone the publication of
The BIstanider. Its appearance in sepa-
rate serial form, though somewhat a
novelty in journaiism, is,' for nmany rea-
sons, an advantage. It relieves the
MUONTHLY and its writer froin some em-
barramsrents which, under the circum-
stanttces of our national and political.
position, were more or less always pre-
sent. 0f its raisonb d'être in any fori,
however, there can be no question. The
point is far from being yet reached in
tliis co>untry of surplus, or even of ade-
quate, intellectuai activity and supply,
and there is an imperions necessity stili
for the expression of outspoken and in-
dependent opinion. TSot only is this
the case, but the thrornging interests of
the tirne require discussion and criticism
froîn a broad, philosophic point of
view, and with ait the aids which ear-
nestiiess and strong cinviction, coupled
with clear and vigorous writing, can
brin,-, to their assistance. lu the absence,
in Canada, of a weekly press devoted to
the work of hiigher crîticismn, there is the
greater requiireient of a publication that
wiiI discuiss curreut topics with the vig-
our and ability that mark the editorials
and crîticisîn. of the En glishi jouirnals.
And no one cati read the Bystander with-
out believing that politics and literature,
as weil as ouir national, commercial, and
social life, wiii gain in inifluience by the
treatmetit of such themes in the style
and with the thought characteristic of
its ieariied writer. "Great thoughta are
of necessity t he inspirers of great actions,
and theo influience of the publication,
eniauiating from. the source f rom which
it does, can only and wholly be good.
The wî'iter's stanidpo-int may not always
be tliat of the reader ; bait to the lover
of iîîdependent thought this wili ho no
bar to the peruisal and consideration of
the disoquisitions of a profotind intellect,
and of opinions presented. with ail the
force and charin. of a cultuired mmnd.
The firet nuiber, now to hand, justifies
the expectation which the announcement
of its appearing bias excited, and doubt-


