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Heroes.
BY E. MURRAY.

ifave you heard the olden story,
How n dragon, flerce and fell,
Ranged across tha ravaged country,
Luy at eveuing Ly tho well ;
Scales of iron, tongue of five,
Bload-stained, terrible and grim,
Shiying mothers, murdeiing childien,
In the twilight gy and dim?
Al vain the fathers fought him,
All in vain were wall and gate ;
Horrible, relentless, slecpless,
Lay the deadly beast in wait.

Then the old-titmed hevo, bravely
Signed the cross wnd drew the sword,
Suid, ¢ 1 muy not panse or falter,
I, the sworn knight of the Lord.”
So 8t. George attacked the dragon ;
Long the fight wnd terrible,—
Teeth and elaws to sword and buckler,
Dead at tength the monster fell,
So they ery, St Cearge for Paglund 17
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Let mie tell the nower story :
Dragon like across the land,

Slavery raged fierce and evil,
Soaked with tears and blood the land,

Fettored men and helpless womon,
Crylng chinddren for its prey ;

And the munster, grim and awful,
Grew in horvor day Ly day ;

Strong men trembled-—wise men sadly
Gave the hideous thing its way.
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‘Then the new time hero, calmiy,
Coming from his quiet place,—

¢ Be it d~ath or be it victory,
Christ my Saviour, lend me winee,”

Firmly faced the gimut monster ;
Conquered ! Gold wus by his sido

Feeedom ! freedom b erieil the nation,
As the hatefn? Magon died.

Bit our hero,—well zhu anyels
T'ook him to their holy ¢are,

And the Lord, s warrior greeting,
Crowned him saint and hero there.
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Heroes ! answer from your heaven,
You have fought a goodly fight,
Wiho won your crown and snved-your peoplo
Strong in Clirist, your leadet’s might.
Is there nothmg we can conquer ?
Iy there nothing we can do ?
In cur Jand 1o dragon creepeth,
Yet we would be heroes too,
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Every land must have its deagon,
Every age its hero bear,—

See ! a monster, grim and deathful,
Crouthes iu our eountry foir ;

Lurking in the glass of whiskey,
Growling/Mrom the dram-shop's till,—

Who upon the Lord’s side staundeth?
\Who the dragon drink will kill ?
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By thié vows out lips have plighted,
By the witnessed outh and word,
Wo are pledgéd to tight the dragon,
We, tho sworn koights of the Lord,
Lift the h.mner gitd the anmour !,
Shom, uu_ battle ery mnpin !
We ‘will never cease the conflict:
" Till the dragon drink ig slain,
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Sabbath-School .Jubilee ‘Célet;raiion rat
Thornhill,

Tue J ublee Services of the Thornlnll M’ethodxst
Subb: Lth-school were brought toa close on the 16th:

as historic in the anhils -of Sabbn.fl»schools in
Canada, and which will long be rmncmbered by, the-

;:%o thousgands ‘séattered throu"hout £he world ‘wlio hxw
atal, kndly recolléetions of tho old Thomhxll school..

last
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The oceasion for the ceh.bra.txon was 1o less an event
than* the Jubxleo of the school. The aﬁ‘mr lms

xhron«houb tlu. (hstm.t for Thoernhill Methodisy

]
of b(-ptember, completnw in evént’ wlnch will.rank:|"

aroused “feolings. of thie pleasautest antlcxputlon '

Sabbath-school is an institution of first-class im-
portance.

Fifty years ago, the Methodist Sabbath-school
was organised. My, Thomas Harris was the leader
in the movement, and was chosen superintendent.

The organizing of & Sablath-school in those days
was nut b) any means the casy task it is to-day.
Now-adays, the Subbuth-school seems to grow up
nuturally as part of the Chureh worls, just as does
the weekly prayer-meeting.  The needed appliances
ean bo had at a small cost, and with Jittle trouble
of choosing, Iverybudy, frum the supedinteindent
te the deputy assistantlibraviun, has his work
mapped out by the experionce of others, as set forth
in countless books upon Subbath-school manage
ment.  Lesson-helps, and text-bocks of all kinds,
muy be hud almost for the asking., Given .scholurs
and teachers \ulhnu to form n bchool, and every-
thing clse almost is xcndy made.

But in those times Sabbath-schools were not
numerous, and their requirements wore not so
sedulously cared for by the great publishing and
manufacturing houses ns they ave now. Tle teach-
ers wore obliged to map out thiir own course, each
oue for himself, and to fullow it as best he could,
and that under grave difliculties, in the want of as-
sistance which is now so freely afforded the teacher.

The schiool was the natural outeoute of the growth
of the Church. Thornhill, though now known only
as a quiet little village, ten miles north of Toronto,
on Yonge-Street, was o, one time a pushing, bust.
ling village, with a trade which would have been
a source of pride to mauy a larger place.

Those were the days of the circuit-riders, and the
people of Thornnill and vicinity listened to the ex-
hortations of a succession of itinerant preachers—
first among whomi was Nathan Bungs, afterwards
thé celebrated Rev. Dr. Nughan Bangs, of New
York. The work being carried on from the United
States, it was olnmctunse(l by the Church govern-
ment of the Methodist Episcopal body. But Iater
on, Wesleyans cawe out from England and Irc]nnd 5
and when the district, of which "Thornhill fornied a
part, dissociated itself from the Awmerican.Churck,
it naturally aceepted the \V(.sleynn form of Cln'u.h
government. The man in char, ge when this sépara.

tion came on was L((.m v Rynn, a man of great’

zonl and earnestness. Among members of the
itinéracy who lad .to do with. the early days of
Methodism in 'lhornlnll wero Elder Case, Fathe:
Hyland, Tather, Wright, and Mr. Carson. The
formel amulgamation with. the "Wesleyan Meotho-

dists took place about 1840.

"There were good men ‘and trae in the: early,

Methodism of’ Thornhtll a8 those will ackiiowledge

J who know this scction..

Tho pastors liove‘inclided such men as-the Rev.

't Dr. Rose, Rev. Dr. Joﬁ'ers (now of Belleviile), Row. |,

‘Dr. Bredin (now of Colborne), Rev. Dr. Ryckman,

.and others. The present pastor, Rev. J ohn Locke,”

formerly’had charge of tlie Gerrard Strect Clmrch,
Toronto, where he proved Himself ‘a . ‘of * niote

| than ordinity power in the all-round work of the

| pastorate. )

4 The fact that the Mothodlst S'nbbath-school came,
into existencé: shortly.-after the trouhlous tmh.s of

1837-38, shows that tho peopln focovéred mpldlv

fmm the e\cxtement. into which that évent thréw:

this purc of the. country particularly.
The celébretion of the jubilee brouglit a large
‘niimber of pedpleé, attong them many. very prouii:

nont.men,\,who awere:at 0.:e-time- connecbéd"wlth‘

-thé Thofihill: Metho:hsb‘Sunday-school The mem-

-bers.of.. the committee, hud spar ‘ed no pains.to- nnl\ej .

the Jub.we cdcbumon o success, and- ‘gven. the
sunllest, detml scomed to Le Jooked; nfter
Curc lnd b-wn tnken to tind: prommcnt places: on

the’ pro«mmmt. for pmmmcnt men who had been ut
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one time connected with the school, and the array
of talent shown—every person on the programnte,
with one exception, having at sometime been con-
nected with the school—does great credit to the
institution,

In # couversation with DMr, Fames, the superin-
teudent, that gentleman stated some interesting
fucts. The school is in a flourishing condition, aslt
has always been. He attributes thls in part to the
fact that the school has lived, not for its own sup-
port, but for the good of others. All the money
collected goes to missions.  Three other things he
mentioned as contributing mainly to the success of
the school : (1) A regulai teachers’ meeting is held ;
{(2) Teachers are not allowed to bring lesson-helps
into the class— in other words, they are expected to
teach from the Bible; (3) Perfect order is insisted
upon.

The sories of services Legan Saturday evening,
when an address was given by the Rev. W. M.
Buailey, an old friend of the school. The address
was pointed, practical, and full of interest. On
Sunday, fuur distinet services were held, beginning
.with a meeting of testimony as to benelits received
by attending Subbath-school. Many were the wit-
nesses of life long good received.
hour for service, the Rev. J. A. Rankin, once a
Thornhill boy, preached an earnest and eloquent
sermon on the subject of God’s unchangeable and
eternal love.

The children’s service in the afternocon was a live
meeting from beginning to end. The young folk
and their friends seemed to enjoy the procéedings
thoroughly. Mr. Johm-Lane, ex-M.P.P.; presided ;
and addresses approprinte to the occasion were
delivered by the Revs. W. M. Beilby and G. 1V,
Calvert. In the evening, at seven o'clock, the Rev.
G. W. Calvert "was -the preacher. He chose as his
subject: “ A plen for the children,” which he
founded on the words of Genesis xlii. 22, ¢Sin not,
aguinst the child.”

On Monday evening, a platform meeting was
held in the church. 11\_1:'. John Rawsden, wardqp.
of the county, and once a scholar in the school,
presided, performing his duties to the admiration of
all.  Mr. James, the snpeuntondent, delivered the
opening address, in which he welcomed, in kind
and eloquent terms, all who had comse to take.a
part in the celebration.

Dr. MéLellun, Superintendent: of Institutes and
Normal Sclicols—=.1s0 a former membér of' thé
school-—=was the next spea.her ; und though his suls
ject, ¢ The nécessity for proper seating accommodn-
tion ‘inthe school-room,” was not one to suggest
flowery, cloquence, he made it the theme of a won-
derfully fine, practical, and. even. loquént addyess,
Others also s*\oko with-good-effect.

The follow ing, is* nlist of the superinte=dents of
the school from 1ts inception : “Thomas Harris,. from
1839 to 1841 Jokin Reid,. ’\ID from 184"
1847 Josm.h Purluss, from, lbiS to, 1851., John
ALA Cook durmﬂr 1852; Josiah Puikiss, from 1853
to 1881 Johnson leson, from 1882 to 1884

: Davul Jmnes, from 1885 to, le9

Shortly nfter the or«mmz'xtnon of the school, and
for some »tnno therenfter, the .mectings of the
Sabhnth school were- held in-the old: ‘frane school-
house, snll in. e, whlch was crected in 181'1,eand

{avliich i is, lustoncally intoresting-us being. one.of - the .

oldest: pubhc school- hous{,s—xf xot thé ver) oldesb
——in the quvmce -—llw :Globe.
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I\'«ylchlnw -to one temptutmu, the w ay is opened
for so. iy Notliing Will serve us day lSy duy,
lmt, u.shuu;blo‘trustwmg.hxm who.is. able to l.eep
us-‘from fxﬂhn and earnest striving toswatch as
"well'as pray: ' T '

At the regular




