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ilîen. About this ie, aiso, the people
obtaincd thc righit of lîaving two Ediles
app)ointed froni their order, whose duty it
ivas to take charge of tic niarkets, provi-
sions, public buildings and showvs.

Thie next sui)ject of debate that arose
bcîweeri the two classes 'vas the equal
partition of land aniong tic citizens, a
proposition known by thîe name of the
Agranian Law. Much of the lately con-
quercd Lands had not been tlîus divided,
and tlieir occupation or purchase had
becrn tarnpered, with by sonie fcw wcalthy
and liowerful individuals. This course of
action did not please the plebeians, and
tliey clamioured loudly for their equal
share. Thcy soon found a chanmpion of
thieir rights in Spurius Cassius, one of the
consuls. He, in concert with thc
tribunes, proposcd a redistribution of the
lands, so as to give the plebeians their
duc slîare. Thiis proposaI was, of course,
ver>' agreeable to the people; but, as à
struck at the wealth and power of the
ratricians, thc latter stubbornly opposed
it. Ho.-.ever, the consul, more than an>'-
one cisc, contributed to the ruin of bis
cause ; for, on his proposing tlîat the
Latini and Hernici, allies of Ronie,
should enjo>' Uic sanie privileges as the
Romans and slîanc with thein in the new
division of tic lands, lie was c3nvicted as
being guilty of treason and condennd to
death. 1'hus perislied the first projecton
of the fanious Agrarian Law. The nîca-
sures taken failed ini their intended cffect,
and tie pnoject rinaincd to be a lasting
source of dissension between tne two
classes. On the part of the lower classes,
it becanie a subject of reiterated demiands ;
nion could the Senate succeed in diverting
therui froni thir purpose, othcrwise tlîan
ini occupying theni alnîost ctonstantly in
forcign wans.

Very soon aftcr this, the plebeians were
acconded nian>' new concessions. Thic
first ivas tic passing of the fanîious
l>ublian Law, wliiclî refcrred the
clection of thîe tribunes to the comitia
fribifia the gencra] ass2nîbly of ail
the tribus in one body. 'l'lie two tribunes,
Volero anc1 L.-eorius, having stationed
thc people ini aris on the Tarpelan Hill,
the Senate had no clîoice but to yicld a
neluctant consent. B' tîe sanie lav, thc
nuniber of tribunes ivas increascd frnm
two to five. Before long, their tribune,
Sp. Scillus, gained a great victory for tic
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plebeians, by obtaiing tule eiîactinent of a
law wvhich niade it a capital offence to in-
terrupt a tribune, wlien engaged in the
act of addressing thc assemhbly. But the
patricians soon had their revenge. W%,ar
being declared against the :Eq*.(ui and
Volsci, the plebeians liad to serve under
the liaughity Appius ('Iaudius, a patrician.
H-e treated the plel)eians with the utmiosr
rigour of discipline. and up)on their refus-
ing to fighî., he redoubicd bis severity and
freely used the rods and axes of the
lictors.

Before this Limie, 452 B.C., the Romans
had no written laws. In 462 B.C., one of
the tribunes, Terentilius :\rsa, proposed
that a commission be appoiiîted to draiv
up a code of laws, which igh"lt put a
check to the arbitary power of the patin-
cian magistrates . This motion, natl2rally
enough, gave risc to violent dehates. For
ten years angry disputes and bloody con-
tentions occurred between tic îwo orders.
At last, the resistance of the patricianswas
overcomie and threc dep)uties were sent Vi
Greece to study and'collect fromn the laws
there in vog~ue whatever they iiii.glt deemi
best and iost beneficial to the Romian
people. Upon the returni of these depu.
tics, ten coiinuissioners were appointed
Deceniviri, to draw up a regular code of
laws. They were given one year to effect
this. 'lhle resuit of thecir labore ivas tîlat
a body of laws, called the I..aws of Uhc
Twelvc Tables, ivas publishied in a clear
and concise form, and received Uhc sanc-
tion of both Uhc Senate and meî people.
The Decemiviri. duning the first terni of
their ofifice, fully answered the. e'cpecta-
tions of the public, arnd it 'vas decided
that the nienibers, should be chosen fron)
the two classes. 't'le first I eceniviri per-
fornied their duties so sedutlouislv, justly
and sa.tisfa-ctorily that now no asseniblies
of the people were hield and the Scnate
,was rarcly convened. But it s0 happened
that thc new Deccnmviri, not q.a-tisfied wviti
tic icngth of thcir terni of offire, rctaincd
the sovcreign power, CvC!î alter this terni
had elapsed : and Îîencc l'omie again bu-
held ail the excesses of despotisni and
tyra nny that liad nîarkced thc reign of
Tarquin tic Proud. Soon aftcrwards, the
Decenîvirate was ignoininiously cxpelled
froni the city, ind forccd to relisaquislî
its power. New trib)unes wcrececctcd
for the plelicians anîd Valerius and H-ora-
tius werc raiscd to the consuàshl. T)îesc


