THE YOUNG MARTYRS OF
UGANDA.

You have heard of the kinglom of Ug-
anda, which Mr  Henry M. Stanley de-

scribed in counection with his firs  jour- 7

ney across Africa.
Oue of the nnssionaties in that region,
Rev. R, P. Ashe, has wiit en s most in-
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Well, T shall burn you, and see if it be
s0.' These were some of the mocking

“taunts which they endured, and loud was
“the Inughter which greeted such sallies.

But the young Christians, as some re-

ported, answered boldly and  faithfully.
“Sernwanga was a daring fellow, and 1 can

well believe that when Mujas mocked he

teresting book, ‘eutitld Two Kewys of D would ring, "Killa Siku tunsifer’ (‘Daily.
Ugandie, in which he deseribes the hfe of - daily sing the praises’), as all were re-

the missionaries m that region while
Mtesa and his son Mwanga were  kigs,
It is & wonderfully intercsting, though

ported to have done. "Kakumba, too, had
to.come to us when all othersavere nfraid,”
and perhaps his voice joined in the song.

sometinfes very sad story, fur these hings | But what could have been in poor little
were fickle and crud!, aud thou:h attnnes | Lugalam s heart but the haunting, “over-

fayorable to the Cluistians, yet afterwards
persecuted them most bitterly.  King
Mwanga was specially bitter toward some
of the boys who cime to themission prem-
ises to learn to read.  To be seader was
equivalent, in the eyes of 11 e king and his
fallwers, 1o bang a Carr tisn. But, not-
withstanding this. the boys, or young
men we utight call them, persisted in ¢ m
ing to the mssion prewises, and they
were never afraid to confess that they
could read, ang did read in the Guspels,
though to admit this exposed them to
a cruel death.  Among the first maveyrs
was Lugalama; whe, when alittle lad, was
captuted by a wur jarty from Uganda,

and was afterwards given t+ M. Ashe by |

a chiéf whose «lave he was. The by was
remarkably bright and handsowe, and tn -
cnme a peneral favorite. Buat ene o the
chiefs under King Mwunga, n.med Mu.
jasi, was one of the most cruel moen the
world has seen| and he seems tr-have hnd
a special hatred toward these Christian
boys. Some of them wers caught and
imprisoned, and sentence of death was
passed up m them bysthe hing, Mujuei he-
mg the chief accuser. The sorrowful
story of their exvcution we take from Mr.
Ashe’s book : ‘ _

**And so the three boys, Seruwanga,
Kakumba, and Lugxlama, were led away
to death, a mocking crowd f-llowing them..
*Oh, you know Isa Masiya' (Jesus Christ),
said Mujasi. ‘You know how v read.

.

wmastermer horro - of death, and such a
death ! What @ re dolorosa was  that
which these doomed captives were now to
tread ! But there were none who dared
to beant upon thewr bréasts and show the
sorrow that they felt, thoush there were
nuny sympath 2oy friends who followed
--many compass onnte heavts that God
had touched with pity which perhaps be-
fore they had never known. One of these
was Kidza, connnonly called Musali, and
it was frow him, gentle, lovinyg, and brave,
one of Gud’s noblest waityrs, that 1heard
this story. ’

“He to'd me how the 'moh, car-
rying gourds of hanana cider, wound on
their way till they reachied the borders of
a dismal swamp called Maganjs. a place 1
hiad often visited with Luga ma.  Here
thiy halted. Part of the  crowd briug
fire-wood. uthers make a kmd.. of rough
frawe-work, under which the fuel is
henped.  Then the'priseners are seized,
and a scene of sickeniny cruelty is en-
acted. Some lay hold of Seruwanga,
others of Kakumba, and :ithers of Luga-
Inma, brandiching their long curved
knives, Scruwanga has committed his
canse to Him whu judgeth righteously,
aud the knife cannot wring from him a
cry ; bleeding, he is cust” into the fire,
Knkumbs nppesled to Mujasi. Majasi
believes in Allsh  the All-Merciful—he
p'eaded relati mship with him ; but, alas!
there is a8 wmuch mercy in the knife in the



